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GENERAL INFORMATION

PURPOSE OF HANDBOOK

It is the purpose of this handbook to explain to the parents and students of Grace Christian School our basic philosophy of education, discipline, and policies which will direct our relationship together throughout the year.  If any problems or situations arise which are not discussed in this handbook, the administration and faculty will determine the course of action necessary to correct the problem.

We trust that this handbook will provide you with the information that will lead to a successful school year.

HISTORY OF THE SCHOOL

Grace Christian School was established in 1984 as a ministry of Grace Baptist Church and has been a member of the Georgia Association of Christian Schools (GACS) and the American Association of Christian Schools since 1998. Grace Christian School received its full accreditation from the Georgia Association of Christian Schools in the spring of 2003.  GACS schools are accredited through the Georgia Private School Accrediting Council (GAPSAC) which is recognized by the Georgia Department of Education and the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia.
MISSION/PURPOSE OF THE SCHOOL

The purpose of Grace Christian School is to equip young people spiritually, mentally, and academically for the work that Christ has for them in relation to this world.  We want them  not only to learn how to think so they can graduate and make a living, but to live based on the everlasting principles  of  God’s infallible Word.  We want them to have a firm foundation from which to evaluate the present and make proper decisions for the future.  We believe that God has given all parents the responsibility to “Train up a child in the way that he should go…” and to train their children in such a way that they will see this world as God sees it.  This kind of training begins in the home, is reinforced in the church, and is applied in the Christian school.

PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION

The philosophy of GCS is that God is the source and authority of all creation.  Thus, true wisdom, knowledge, understanding, and values are determined only in accordance with God’s Word – the Bible. True education which will have a lasting and positive effect must be God-centered and not man-centered.

The Student
1. 
Created by God and in His image, he is of inestimable worth, possessing an eternal soul that shall inherit everlasting life or everlasting damnation.

2. 
Because of sin, he is unable to reach God.  His nature is totally depraved and foolishness is bound in his heart. “Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child.” Proverbs 22:15
3. 
Faith in Christ Jesus is the only way of establishing a right relationship with God.  Reality in life's purposes and values can be ascertained in and through Christ alone.

The Curriculum

1. 
God is the source of all wisdom and He has revealed Himself specifically in the Bible - thus God's Word is the basis of all our studies and should be correlated with all experiences that the child has under the auspices of the school.

2. 
Christian education should aspire to train a child in such a way that he will have a sound, practical working knowledge of the Word of God and be able to evaluate every circumstance of life from a Christian viewpoint.

3. 
The home and church, being ordained of God and being charged with the responsibility of training and teaching should work together with the Christian school in promoting the student's growth. “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.” Matthew 28:20
The Teacher

1.
The teacher in the Christian school must of necessity give evidence of knowing Christ as personal Savior.

2. 
The teacher must be wholly committed to following and obeying Christ, thus being wholly committed to a life of service to man for Christ's sake.

3. 
The teacher should possess academic and professional learning necessary to perform his task.

DOCTRINAL STATEMENT

This church receives the Scriptures as the inspired Word of God and the sole authority in matters of faith and practice. The church's understanding of Christian truth is herein contained by the following Declaration of Faith.

1. We believe that the Bible is the verbal, plenary, and inspired Word of God. 

2. We believe in one God, eternally existing in three persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

3. We believe that Jesus Christ was born of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died a substitutionary death, was resurrected bodily on the third day, and now sits on the right hand of the Father.

4. We believe that man was created in the image of God, but that image was marred by sin and separated man from God.

5. We believe that salvation is by grace through faith in Jesus Christ plus nothing and minus nothing.  The conditions for salvation are repentance and faith.

6. We believe in the everlasting blessedness of the saved and the everlasting conscious punishment of the lost.

7. We believe in the imminent return of the Lord Jesus Christ.
8. We believe that the only legitimate marriage is the joining of one man and one woman.

It is necessary that the ministry’s statement of its foundational, Bible-based beliefs must include a statement on human sexuality which clearly spells out its position on homosexuality and marriage.

We believe that God has commanded that no intimate sexual activity be engaged in outside of a marriage between a man and a woman.  We believe that any form of homosexuality, lesbianism, bisexuality, bestiality, incest, fornication, adultery and pornography are sinful perversions of God’s gift of sex.  We believe that God disapproves of and forbids any attempt to alter one’s gender by surgery or appearance.  (Gen. 2:24; Gen 19:5, Gen. 26:8-9; Lev. 18:1-30; Rom. 1:26-29; I Cor. 5:1; 6:9; I Thess. 4:1-8; Heb. 13:4).

EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES

   1.
To lead students to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.
“For what is a man profited, if he should gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?”  Matthew 16:26
   2.
To teach the Bible as God's Inspired Word and to develop toward it attitudes of love and respect (Deut. 6:6-7).
 “And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine hart: And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children.” Deuteronomy 6:6-7
   3.
To develop a desire to know and obey the will of God.

 “And he went a little farther, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying  O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.” Matthew 26:39 
   4.
To equip the student to carry out the will of God daily.

“Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.”  I Timothy 4:12
   5.
To encourage the student's love for Christ (Eph. 3:19).

“And to know the love of Christ which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.” Ephesians 3:19
   6.
To guide the student in learning the principles of standing alone. 

“But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king’s meat, nor with the wine which he drank; therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.” Daniel 1:8
   7.
To develop the mind of Christ in each student and to teach students how to overcome sin.

“These things I have spoken unto you that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation; but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” John 16:33
   8.
To train students to stand for Biblical convictions (Ps. 119:46, Prov. 1:10).

“Blessed is the man who walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful, but his delight in  the law of the Lord: and in his law doth he meditate day and night. ”  Psalms 1: 1-2
   9.
To teach students the importance of examining everything in the light of God's Word.

“Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” Psalms 119:105
10.
To encourage the development of self-discipline and responsibility. (II Cor. 5:10, Acts 24:16)

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.”  II Corinthians 5:10
11.
To train leaders who will be faithful servants of God.  

“Moreover it is required in stewards that a man be found faithful.” I Corinthians 4:2
12.
To develop a sense of responsibility in placing God first in his life.

“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.”  Matthew  6:33
13.
To encourage the students to recognize the importance that a Bible-believing local church plays in the life of a family.

“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as they manner of some of is, but exhorting one another and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.” Hebrews 10:25
“I was glad when they said unto me, let us go into the house of the Lord.”
 Ps. 122:1

14.
To help students see in the light of Scripture their responsibility of telling others about the Lord.

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Ghost.”  Matthew 28:19
15.
To help students develop good interpersonal relationships with faculty, students, and family.  

“If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.”  Romans 12:18
16.
To give students a solid academic foundation in the fundamentals of learning for the average to above average student along with Christian training taught from a Biblical point of view. 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in pslams and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And whatsoever ye do in owed or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.” Colossians 3:16, 17
17.
To stimulate aesthetic values.

18.
To promote proper physical and social development.

“And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.” Luke 2:52
ADMISSIONS

STATEMENT OF NONDISCRIMINATION

Grace Christian School admits students of any race, color, national, or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students at Grace Christian School.  It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national, or ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies, athletics, and other administered programs.  
PROCEDURES

Because your child’s total training includes a proper balance of instruction at home, school, and church, it is important that the entire family be actively involved in a Bible-preaching church.  We encourage parents to attend church regularly with their child.

GCS offers an educational program high in quality and content.  Attending GCS is a privilege, not a right; therefore, after acceptance, the student and parents must agree to abide by the school’s standards and policies.  GCS is neither a reformatory nor a remedial learning institution, and we must restrict enrollment to those students who truly want to be here.

Students must be five years old before September 1 to enter kindergarten.  Students must be six years old before September 1 to enter first grade.
All students entering Grace Christian School, other than kindergarten, may be asked to take and satisfactorily pass an entrance exam.  A testing fee may charged for the entrance exam which is payable prior to the test.

All parents and prospective students may receive a copy of our handbook as well as an admission packet from the school office.  Parents and students should read this thoroughly before coming in for an interview.

An interview with the administrator will be held before a student will be considered for admittance into Grace Christian School.  Parents and prospective students are asked to be present for this initial interview. 

The following information must be submitted before admission can be granted:
1)  A completed application form

2)  A copy of the most recent report card or school transcript

3)  A copy of the child's birth certificate and Social Security card
4)  A signed statement of cooperation (included on application)
5)  Student Pick-up form
6)  A record release form
The administration reserves the right not to define criteria whereby a student may be accepted or denied as a student at Grace Christian School.  The school also reserves the right to place a student in a lower grade if deemed necessary.

All new students are admitted conditionally with a nine weeks' trial period.  If the child fails to make acceptable progress or does not adjust to our program, the parents will be asked to find a school better suited to meet their child's needs.

The records of students presently enrolled at Grace Christian School may be reviewed on an annual basis to determine their status.  Students will be re-admitted only on the basis of a satisfactory record in academic subjects, conduct, and spiritual growth.

REGISTRATION

Registration for new students may occur in the main school office after a positive determination has been made by the administration.  Before registration can be completed, the above five pieces of information as well as a current immunization record must be on file at the school office.  The registration process will be complete upon receipt of the registration and book fees.
Pre-registration for previously enrolled students begins in January.  Completion of the registration card and payment of the registration fee and book fees will ensure a place for the child during the next school year.  Parents are encouraged to complete registration during the month of January as admittance for new students begins the first of March and classes may fill up quickly.  Parents risk the possibility of losing a place for their child for the new school year by delaying in the pre-registration process.

All parents and students who enroll in Grace Christian School are to sign the Statement of Cooperation indicating their willingness to support the school in all endeavors and comply with the academic program and disciplinary procedures.  During the time of enrollment, we would like to feel that we have the parents’ confidence and support.  Should there come a time that your support can no longer be given, we would ask that you withdraw your child/children from the school.  
WITHDRAWALS/DISMISSAL FROM SCHOOL

Withdrawals from school must be made through the school office. Written notice in advance of a withdrawal is expected so that a withdrawal/transfer form may be prepared.  No records will be transferred while there still is an outstanding balance on the student's account. Students attending one day of the month will be responsible for the full month's tuition.  
Grace Christian School expects full cooperation from both students and parents in the education of the student.  If at any time the school feels that this cooperation is lacking, the student may be dismissed or expelled.  Also, if the student's behavior or attitude indicates an uncooperative spirit or one that is out of harmony with the Statement of Faith, spirit or standards of the school whether on or off school property, and whether or not there is any definite breach of conduct, he may be requested to transfer.  
If parents have a question about a school policy or an event that involves their child, they are to notify their child’s teacher.  An effort will be made to resolve any differences and maintain excellent communication between parents and ministry staff.  

Parental support is an essential part of the educational process.  If, in the sole discretion of the administration, a parent has failed to support the Administrator or ministry staff or the standards articulated in the ministry’s Statement of Faith, the administration reserves the right to deny the students continued enrollment in the school.

A student may be dismissed from school when thirty tallies are accumulated within a semester or when he is found to be out of harmony with the rules and policies of the school.  Students who are dismissed from Grace Christian School will not be considered for re-enrollment for the period of one year.  Parents and the student must meet with the administration before re-enrollment will be considered.  Readmission considerations will be determined on a case-by-case- basis.
CONDUCT AND DISCIPLINE

CONDUCT
The Bible teaches  respect for authority (“Children obey your parents in all things.” Colossians 3:20; ”Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that  musts give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.” Hebrews 13:17) and requires discipline for children. (“The rod and reproof give wisdom; but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame. Correct thy son and he shall give thee rest: yea, he shall give delight unto they soul.”.” Proverbs 29:15,17). 

Parents and teachers must cooperate fully with one another.  Anything said or done which tears down respect and confidence for either will harm the child.  When there is a misunderstanding, the parent should take it quickly to the teacher.  Often a conference or even a note will clear up the difficulty.  Whenever possible, conferences should be arranged during a teacher's regular working hours.  Parents should not call teachers at home to discuss student problems.  That time is usually needed by them for their own personal and private lives. 

In an atmosphere of definite and positive Christian standards of conduct, hopefully there will be opportunity for the development of strong character.
Students found to be out of harmony with our school ideals of work and manner of life by repeated violations of those ideals, or who display a continuing rebellious and disagreeable attitude toward them shall be required to withdraw for the general welfare of all concerned.  
DISCIPLINE

High school students who break the standards of conduct or dress code may receive any of the following corrective measures to deal with the problem: tallies, detention hall, extra assigned work, probation, suspension, or expulsion.

A student presenting a discipline problem may be put on probation, suspended or expelled.  Students not working up to their ability may also be put on probation. Some reasons for probation or suspension that could lead to expulsion include the following:
1. Continued deliberate disobedience.
2. Physical Contact.

3. A rebellious spirit which is unchanged after extended effort by the teachers.

4. A continued negative attitude and bad influence upon other students.

5. Insufficient academic progress.

6. A serious breach of conduct inside or outside the school.

7. Failure of the parents to comply with the disciplinary procedures of the school.

8. Failure of the parents to get recommended professional help.
The following offenses (committed inside or outside the school) could result in immediate dismissal.
1. Immorality
2. Use of Tobacco products or alcohol
3. Use of possession of illegal drugs

4. Possession of weapons or firearms
5. Fighting or bullying 

Students may be expelled without previous warning.
 
Physical Contact/Immorality

Demonstrations of romantic involvement between students on school property are forbidden.  Hand holding, embracing or any other contact that would contribute to undue familiarity will not be tolerated.  This type of behavior will result in tallies, suspension, or expulsion.  Boys and girls must maintain a six-inch distance at all times.  Behavior should be above reproach.

In accordance with the ministry’s statement of faith and in recognition of Biblical commands, no immoral conduct will be tolerated.  The Bible strictly forbids such conducts which includes immoral actions as well as advocating for sinful behavior. The following will not be tolerated in any form and will constitute grounds for expulsion: any actions or identifying statements concerning fornication, adultery, homosexuality, lesbianism, bisexuality, or pornography.  (Gen. 2:24; Gen 19:5, Gen. 26:8-9; Lev. 18:1-30; Rom. 1:26-29; I Cor. 5:1; 6:9; I Thess. 4:1-8; Heb. 13:4).

The administration has the right to modify disciplinary procedures as it deems necessary and to evaluate situations regarding issues of immorality and participation in certain immoral activities on a case-by-case basis.
Definition of “immoral act”

Bodily contact, actively undertaken or passively permitted, between members of the opposite sex or members of the same sex for the purpose of satisfying sexual desires and any bodily contact that a reasonable person would understand to demonstrate a propensity or intent to engage in an immoral or homosexual act.

Definition of “identifying statement”
A statement that a student is a homosexual, bisexual, or otherwise immoral, or words to that effect or language or behavior that a reasonable person would believe is intended to convey the statement that  a student engages in or has a propensity or intent to engage in immoral and/or homosexual acts.

Examples: “I am gay,”  “I am a homosexual,”  “I have a homosexual orientation.”

Homosexual conduct, defined as acts or identifying statements, is incompatible with enrollment a Grace Christian School and is a basis for dismissal. All students must be treated with dignity and respect, free of threats or harassment.
Tally System

In the interest of effective, efficient, and fair discipline at Grace Christian School, we have adopted the tally system for the elementary school as well as the junior high and high school.  This program allows the student to know precisely what is expected of him. 

The definition of discipline is “training that molds mental faculties and moral character.”  Training is part of discipline, and it is our desire that this kind of discipline will develop into that which molds and perfects one to the point of self-discipline.

It is assumed that each child will maintain a high standard of personal conduct and that only a minimum of disciplinary action will be necessary.  If the circumstances are such that routine disciplinary measures are not sufficient, the school reserves the liberty to exercise appropriate disciplinary action.  
“HOW I ACT” is the disciplinary system used at Grace and briefly described below:

HOW I ACT

	H – Horseplay
	1 Tally – Noise distraction, running in halls, unnecessary noise or activity in the classroom, hall, restroom, etc.

	O – Out of Order
	1 Tally – Out of seat without permission, not raising hand, throwing items, out of uniform, etc.

	W –Work late or   sloppy
	1 Tally – Work not turned in on time or done neatly or completely.

	I -    Intentional           Disobedience            
	4 Tallies – direct defiance, lying, cheating, disrespect, or back talk.

	A – Attitude
	3 Tallies – Grumbling, inappropriate language or facial expression.

	C – Courtesy
	2 Tallies – Neglecting common courtesy or name-calling.

	T – Talking
	1 Tally – Talking without permission when it is restricted, including all areas of school.  


Tallies accumulated


Discipline Procedure 


5



Loss of two morning breaks


10




45 minute detention


15



Office visit and 60 minute detention


20




One day suspension


25




Three day suspension*

30




Expulsion

*When a child reaches 25 tallies, the discipline committee will meet to review the student’s discipline problems.
Please see additional addendums to Discipline under the separate divisions of the school.
STUDENT DRESS AND HAIR CODE
Our outward appearance is a reflection of our hearts and testimony for Christ.  Through clothing and hairstyles we either draw attention to ourselves or magnify our Lord.  With that in mind, GCS has several guidelines of acceptable dress.  Notices of dress code violations will be sent home when necessary. More serious violations may result in the parents being called to pick up the child.  Continual disregard for the school dress code could result in automatic dismissal.

Girls – Hair must be clean and well groomed, kept out of face and eyes, and must not depict the secular world.  Excessive jewelry is not allowed.  Any jewelry worn must not depict the rock – drug culture. Makeup, if worn, should be applied modestly.  No excessive amount of perfume should be worn. Shirts should be tucked in and belts must be worn with skirts with belt loops.  Girls in grades 7-12 must change for P.E. classes.  Tennis shoes, long loose fitting shorts (knee-length) or sweatpants, and T-shirts must be worn. Uniforms for girls grades K-12 must be ordered from Buckhead uniforms and are described below:

Students should purchase all school uniforms from



Buckhead Uniforms




6311 Roswell Road




Atlanta, Ga. 30328




www.buckheaduniforms.com

K-2nd Grades


Jumpers

Plaid Jumper (Style #172 Color #41)


Skorts

Long skorts Style #148 Navy or Khaki



Plaid skort (style #907 colr #41)




Skorts must be knee-length.

Shorts
Navy or khaki pleated or fashion fit shorts. (K-3 only)

Blouses
White short or long sleeve Peter Pan Blouse
 White ¾ princess overblouse
Denim long sleeve shirt with logo may be worn with skorts.

Shirts 
White, red, or navy, short or long sleeve, jersey or pique knit shirt with school logo

+Socks

White or navy (any style)

3rd -6th Grades


Skirts

Plaid skirt (Style # 134 Color #41)




Skirts are to be worn to the bottom of the knee


Skorts

Long skorts Style #148 Navy or Khaki



Plaid Wrap skort (Style #907 color #31)

Blouse
White short or long sleeve Peter Pan, oxford, or knit shirt with school logo
White ¾ princess overblouse

Denim long sleeve shirt with logo may be worn with skorts.

Shirts
White, red, or navy, short or long sleeve, jersey or pique knit shirt with school logo

+Socks

White or navy (any style)

7th – 12th Grades


Skirts

Navy or Khaki long skirts (Style #1442)

Blouses
White or blue short or long sleeve oxford cloth blouse with school logo
White ¾ princess overblouse

Denim long sleeve shirt with school logo or monogram

Shirts
White, red, or navy, short or long sleeve, jersey or pique knit shirt with school logo


+Socks

White, navy or khaki (any style)

All Girls

+Tights

Navy or white tights or hose


+Shoes

Dark blue, black, or brown shoes- bucs or loafers




No thick soles or platforms




No  flip-flop type shoes



Students in grades K-6 may wear tennis shoes.
+*Sweaters
Navy or red (any style) 


+*Jackets
Navy fleece (full or half zip)

+*Turtlenecks
Navy, white, or red for winter months
Boys – Hair must be clean and well groomed, trimmed around the ears and off the collar.  No hairstyles depicting the secular world’s culture are allowed.    Boys who shave must maintain a clean-shaven appearance with sideburns extending no lower than mid-ear.  Pants must be worn with a belt, and shirts must be tucked in.  Boys may wear watches, but necklaces and earrings are not allowed.  Tennis shoes, sweatpants or knee-length shorts, and T-shirts or sweatshirts must be worn for P.E. 


Slacks

Khaki or navy

Shorts (K-3rd)
Khaki or Navy pleated, flat front or long shorts
Shirts
White, blue, or denim short or long sleeve oxford with school logo

White, red, or navy long or short sleeve jersey or pique knit with logo

Denim long sleeve shirt with school logo or monogram
+*Sweaters
Navy or red (any style)

+*Jackets
Navy fleece
+*Turtleneck
Red, navy, or white
+Socks

Navy, black, or brown

+Shoes

Brown or black casual shoes.


Students in grades K-6 may wear tennis shoes.
+Belts

Black, navy, brown, or tan

During cold months, boys and girls are advised to dress warmly. Coats may not be worn in the classroom.

All clothing worn in class and P.E. must be clean and in good repair.  No clothing with holes, tears, or noticeable stains should be worn. No T-shirts with inappropriate pictures or words should be worn.

+Does not have to be purchased from Buckhead

*Not a required item.
P.E.

T-Shirt

Ash T-shirt with school logo

Mesh shorts
Navy mesh short with school logo (Knee length)
Sweat pants
Navy sweat pants with school logo

Sweat shirt
Navy sweat shirt with school logo or pullover or zip sweatshirt with school logo.
 
AFTER SCHOOL DRESS

Students in the sports program are allowed to change after school into gym clothes or clothes appropriate for practice.  Dress codes for P.E. must be followed for after school practice.
DRESS CODE VIOLATIONS

It is the parent's responsibility to see that the student abides by the dress code.  Parents, please be aware of what your child is wearing when he leaves for school.  If in doubt, have him/her change.

Dress code violations will be dealt with as follows:

Teachers will issue a dress code correction form to those who do not comply with the proper dress.  Further violations will result in tallies.  Repeated violations may result in the parents being called to pick up his/her student from school.
Since "fads and fashions" are constantly changing, the administration reserves the right to determine what is acceptable in the area of hair styles or accessories worn.  Anything which in our judgment is likely to distract or disturb other students and hinder the educational environment we desire to build in our school will not be permitted.

GENERAL POLICIES AND INFORMATION

ATTENDANCE POLICIES

There is probably no factor more important to successful school progress than regular school attendance. Students who are absent excessively from the instructional program will fall behind in academic achievement.  Excessive school absenteeism precedes grade failure, loss of interest, and may result in students withdrawing from school.

Grace Christian School reserves the right to retain a student who accumulates too many absences at the same grade level.  Excessive absences affect a student's grade and could place his/her promotion in jeopardy. 

Tardy:  
School hours are from 8:15 am to 3:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  Punctuality is a godly character trait.  A student is considered tardy if he is not in the classroom ready to begin the day at 8:15 am.  Junior high and High School students will be considered tardy if they are not in the classroom before the schedule time for the class to begin.  Students must receive a tardy slip from the office before returning to class. 
Three unexcused tardies will result in one unexcused absence.  
Students who arrive at school late must receive a tardy slip from the office before returning to class.  Students in grades k-8 arriving after lunch period or leaving before lunch period will be counted absent for the day.  Parents should sign their children in and out at the office.

Excessive tardiness will not be permitted and may lead to dismissal from school.

Absence:

If a student must be absent, he must bring a written excuse signed by his parent upon returning to school.  Absences shall be considered “excused” if resulting from personal illness or injury, school sponsored events or activities previously approved by the school, death in the family or other family emergency, medical or dental appointments, or an act of God (i.e. inclement weather).

An unexcused absence may result in a parent/teacher conference, and additional unexcused absences may result in dismissal from GCS.  An accumulation of thirty absences for students in grades K-8 will result in an automatic failure. Excessive absences affect a student’s grades and could place his promotion in jeopardy.  Grace Christian School reserves the right to retain a student who accumulates too many absences at the same grade level.  
It is the policy of Grace Christian School not to allow the student to make up work missed due to an unexcused absence, unless ruled otherwise by the administration. Students receiving unexcused absences will receive a "0" for each graded assignment and quiz missed.  The student will be allowed to makeup a test with a 10 point penalty for each unexcused absence up to a 50-point maximum.  
Students in grades 7-12 accumulating fifteen or more unexcused class absences in an annual course or seven or more unexcused class absences in a designated semester course will be subject to the withholding of a passing final grade pending a review of the absences by the administration.

Attendance will be taken on a period-by-period basis in grades 7-12.  Students who are continually late to school and miss portions of the first period will be counted present for the day but could possibly lose credit for the first period class. A student must be in a class for at least 40 minutes to be considered present unless a valid excuse is presented to the teacher.  Regardless of the number of excused absences a student may have, no credit can be awarded in classes where the student has missed 18 or more hours of instruction during the school year.  

BOOKS AND EQUIPMENT
Students are held responsible for the care of their books and school equipment and should have their supplies with them at all times.  Parents are responsible to replace lost or damaged books or supplies.  Students should never tamper with another student’s locker or personal belongings.

Students should also be good stewards by treating school and church property with care and respect.  School grounds should be kept clean and free of debris.  Willful damage to school or church property will result in discipline action, and costs of defaced or damaged property will be assessed to the offending students.

CHAPEL

Chapel services are held weekly with special speakers, faculty, and students participating in the programs.  From time to time there will be special musical and educational programs.  Parents are invited to attend chapel services.
EMERGENCY PROCEDURES

School dismissals:

If the school must be closed due to weather problems or any other emergency, parents will be notified.  For snow or ice, please call the school office number for closings.  If students need to be dismissed early, the office will notify you as soon as possible.

Student Illness/Accident:

For the consideration of all our students and their families, children who have a fever, are vomiting, or are known to be ill should not be brought to school.  If fever or vomiting occurs at school, parents will be notified immediately and must arrange to have their child picked up at school.  

Parents are asked to inform the school office of any communicable diseases such as lice, hepatitis, rubella, meningitis, measles, pink eye, etc.  Students should not attend school while they are contagious.
All medications must be turned in to the school office and will be administered when prescribed.  Students must have permission to receive Tylenol.  No other medications other than those prescribed by a physician will be given at school.  Medications that are out of date will not be administered by the school.

In case of an emergency, proper procedures will be taken to insure the student’s safety, and parents will be notified immediately.

Code drills:

Fire drills are conducted periodically for the safety of our students.  Fire alarms and routes for evacuation are posted in each classroom.  Tornado drills are also conducted at the beginning of tornado season, and students are moved to a safe area in the building.  In case of severe weather, the local fire department has placed a weather radio in our office.  Every possible precaution will be taken to assure the safety and protection of students.

EXTENDED CARE 

Childcare is provided for students arriving before 8:00 a.m. or staying later than 3:15 p.m..  Extended care is available from 7:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. for those who need childcare due to work schedule.
FACULTY
All faculty members of Grace Christian School are approved academically, morally, spiritually, and physically by the school administration before they join the faculty.  All teachers in grades one through twelve meet the educational requirements to be certified by the Georgia Association of Christian Schools.

The foremost requirements for teachers at Grace Christian School are an unselfish dedication to Christian education, a sincere love for children, and a complete devotion to the Lord Jesus Christ.  
FEES

Financial responsibilities of the parents will include a registration fee (determined primarily by the school enrollment in relation to expenses), book fee, monthly tuition, and field trip fees. Registration and book fees are non-refundable.  Delayed payments will result in late fees, and payments more than sixty days late may result in the student’s dismissal.
Grace Christian School is a ministry committed to the Lord whether it is spiritual, academic, athletic, or faithful stewardship.  Part of this stewardship involves meeting our salary and financial obligations without delay.  This is dependent on tuition paid by the parents; therefore, it is necessary that accounts be paid on time.  Tuition is paid on a 10-month schedule beginning in August. Following payments are due on the 1st of each month through May.  A late charge of $20 is assessed on the accounts not paid by the tenth of each month.  No report cards or transcripts will be released on accounts past due.  Fees are as follows:
	
	Pre-K
	K-5
	1st – 6th
	7th – 12th

	     Registration
	 
	 
	 
	 

	     Re-enrollment
	 $     75.00 
	$    100.00 
	  $     100.00 
	   $    100.00 

	   New Enrollment
	 $     85.00 
	 $   110.00 
	  $    110.00 
	   $    110.00 

	Tuition
	 $ 2300.00
	 $3,100.00 
	  $ 3,100.00 
	   $ 3,300.00 

	Books
	 $   160.00 
	 $   175.00 
	 $   300.00 
	$    300.00 

	Athletics
	 
	 
	 
	$    200.00

	Supplies
	 $     20.00 
	 $     20.00 
	 
	 

	Graduation
	 
	 $     30.00 
	 
	$      50.00 


FIELD TRIPS

At various times throughout the year, classes will plan field trips to interesting and educational places as an integral part of the instructional program.  Small fees may be charged to cover the expenses of these trips.  These days are considered regular school days, and all students are required to attend.  Permission forms will be sent home prior to these trips.

FUND-RAISING

We are grateful for our equipment and our library facilities; however, there is much more we would like to provide for our students.  Since our tuition is low, it is imperative that we have fund-raising campaigns.  Knowing that you have a keen interest in your child's education and in this school, we invite you to participate in the projects as they are announced.  Fund raisers may be sponsored for particular projects or to enhance the overall school program.
No handbills or literature of any kind are to be passed out in the school unless it has been approved by the administrator.  There will be no sale of items without the administrator's approval.

INSURANCE

Student accident insurance covers the accidents incurred on school premises or while attending or participating in an activity sponsored and supervised by the school.  Benefits are payable for that portion of such expenses which are not recoverable under any other insurance coverage or service contract.  This optional 24-hour coverage is available upon request from the school office at an additional fee.

LEAVING CAMPUS

Any student leaving campus during the school day must be signed out by a parent or designated adult.  The sign-out sheet is located in the school office. If a student returns in the same day, he must return to the office to sign in. Graduating seniors may check out after their last class for the day with proper permission from their parents.
ONCE A STUDENT ARRIVES ON CAMPUS, HE IS CONSIDERED IN SCHOOL.  Leaving campus without permission, even before school officially starts, or at the end of the day before dismissal time, will be considered skipping.  
If a student is to leave with another student other than a regular ride, a note must be sent in by the student's parent.  If a student drives and must leave before 3:00 p.m., he must have written permission from a parent.

A student may not leave the school grounds with a student driver without written approval from the parents and the driver’s parents.

LIBRARY
The Harrison Technology Center has been established to give teachers and students the materials and facilities they need to enrich reading and research from a Christian perspective and to support and supplement the teaching and curriculum of Grace Christian School.

General use policies:

1. The library is a place for reading, study, and research for the students.

2. Students should be accompanied by a teacher or administrator when using the library.

3. Students are expected to respect the materials and resources in the center.  Deliberate damage or misuse of any property will result in four tallies and replacement or repair cost.

4. All copies made in the library must be in compliance with copyright laws.  A five cent charge will be made on all pages printed or copied.

Checkout policies:

1. Books other than reference materials may be checked out for a two-week period and renewed once if not reserved by another student.

2. Fines for overdue books are en cents per book per day.  Report cards and transcripts will be held for students who owe fines or fees to the library.
3. Lost materials must be paid for by the person in whose name those items were checked out.

4. All books and other materials leaving the library must be checked out in the name of the student or teacher using the materials and must be scanned by the classroom teacher or other person trained on the software.

5. A student may not check out any additional materials if he has overdue materials or fines over fifty cents.

LUNCH PROGRAM
Students may bring their lunches and drinks, or they may purchase a hot lunch.  Menus are sent home each month. Lunch cards may be purchased from the office for $30.  A variety of soft drinks may be purchased through the school for lunch and break.
Lunch boxes depicting characters or scenes inconsistent with the school’s standards are not to be used.  Lunch boxes should be clearly marked with the student’s name.

Lunch is for eating and fellowship.  All students must eat in their assigned areas and clean up after themselves.  Students must eat what their parents send or order.  No swapping of lunches will be permitted.

MAKE-UP WORK

It is the responsibility of the student with an excused absence to obtain and turn in the missed assignments from the teacher(s).  It is also the responsibility of the student to obtain any missed class notes from the teacher or another student.   The student will have two days to make up their work for every day he was absent.

 If the absence is unexcused, the student will not be allowed to make-up graded homework or quizzes and will be given a zero for each graded assignment or quiz.  The student will be allowed to makeup a test with a 10-point penalty for each unexcused day he was absent up to a maximum penalty of 50 points.

MATERIALS

Students are expected to have in their possession and bring to class all necessary class materials and tools including notebooks, paper, pens and pencils, rulers, compasses, protractors, etc.  Students who come to class without proper materials may be disciplined or receive tallies.
Radios, tape recorders, and other electronic equipment are not to be brought to school without administrative permission.  Games, weapons, knives, playing cards, and immoral or questionable reading material are not to be brought on campus.  Normally, there is no need to bring periodicals of any kind on campus unless material from a periodical is assigned as reading by a teacher.  Reading books brought on campus must be approved by the student's English teacher.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT

Parent – Teacher Communication:
Envelopes are used to assure good communication between the school and home.  Throughout the year, your child’s papers and report cards, memos from the office, and many other important papers will be sent home with your child.  Please be sure that you check the papers daily and pay careful attention to the information they convey.   Please impress on your child, whatever his age, to be sure that you receive anything sent home from school.  The envelopes should be signed and return to school the next day
Parent-Teacher Conferences:
Parent-teacher fellowships are scheduled throughout the year.  Parents are encouraged to attend these informative meetings as a means of learning what their child is doing and how he can improve.  Please make a note of these dates as well as exam schedules and dates that report cards will be sent home.

If at any other time a conference becomes necessary, your child’s teacher will notify you.  If for any reason you would like to have a conference with your child’s teacher, please call the office to set up an appointment or contact your child’s teacher.   Parents are free to ask for a conference at any time and may visit their child’s classroom by making arrangements through the school office.

If for any reason a problem may arise with your child’s education, please speak to your child’s teacher.  If the problem needs further review, an appointment with the administration may be set up through the office. (See Solving School Conflicts below.)
Parent-Teacher Fellowships:

Parent-Teacher Fellowships are held each quarter in order for parents and teachers to discuss the academic progress of the students.  These fellowships may include special presentations and/or programs by the students.  Parents are encouraged to attend.

PICK-UP

School hours are from 8:15 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Students may arrive at school as early as 8:00 a.m. and must be picked up by 3:15 p.m.  Students arriving before 8:15 a.m. or staying later than 3:15 p.m. will be sent to extended childcare.    Extended care is available from 7:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.

Drop-off and pick-up forms are required for each student stating who will be picking them up and dropping them off on a regular basis.   Students will not be allowed to go home with persons that are not on this list without written permission.  If there are any changes or additions that need to be made, parents need to notify the office.

Students are dropped off at the double doors where they are seated in the lunchroom until classes begin.  Students should be picked up at the same doors.  A staff member will call your child to the door when you arrive.  Cars should line up and stay in line to assure the safety of the children.  If you need to come to the office for any reason, please park in the side parking lot so that the pick-up line is not blocked.

All visitors must sign in at the school office.

SALES

Except for school-sponsored projects, students are not to advertise or sell items on the campus.

SCHOOL OFFICE
The office personnel are available to assist parents and students during school hours.  For the safety of the children, please sign in at the office when visiting campus.

The school office is a place of business during the school hours.  Students having business for the school office should arrange to have it done before school or during their lunch hour. Students should never come behind the office counter or enter an office without permission.
School phones are for business use only and are not to be used by students unless an emergency arises and permission has been obtained

SCHOOL LOCKERS

All students in grades 7-12 will be furnished with a locker at the beginning of the year in which to store their books and other belongings.  All lockers are the property of Grace Christian School.  The student is assigned a locker number at the beginning of the school year.    Food is not to be left in the locker overnight.  Pictures, stickers, or other designs ARE NOT to be posted inside or outside the locker at any time.  No items are to be placed on the top of the lockers.  Lockers are to be kept clean and uncluttered.  Belongings that students are unable to keep in the lockers must be carried with the student— hallways are to be uncluttered at all times.  Books and personal belongings left in the hall where they may be tripped over, or left overnight will be placed in lost and found and tallies may be issued.  

SOLVING SCHOOL CONFLICTS

The Matthew 18 Principle for Solving School Problems
This article originally appeared as an internal document for Association of Christian Schools International and is reprinted by permission. 

The "me generation" philosophy of "I'll do it my way" sometimes spills over into the Christian community. For example, when differences develop between individuals, some Christians take matters into their "own hands" and bypass the biblical procedure of solving problems.

A Christian school is made up of people—parents, administrators, teachers, and students. Like any other collection of earthly mortals, the people associated with a Christian school have the potential for misunderstanding, disagreement, and even wrongdoing. Nevertheless, it is God's will that we live and work together in harmony. Jesus said, "A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another" (John 13:34-35, KJV).

Due to our human nature, we may at times irritate others, resulting in misunderstandings or strong disagreements. In Matthew 18:15-17, KJV, Jesus gives His formula for solving person-to-person problems. I call it "the Matthew 18 principle" for solving school problems. The following are the words of Jesus:

Moreover, if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone; if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church; but if he neglects to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a tax collector.

There are several clear principles that Jesus taught in solving people-to-people problems:

One: Keep the matter confidential. The very pattern of sharing the problem only with those directly involved establishes the principle of confidentiality. The Bible has much to say about those who gossip or malign others with their words. "An hypocrite with his mouth destroyeth his neighbor; but through knowledge shall the just be delivered" (Proverbs 11:9, KJV).

Two: Keep the circle small. "If thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone...." The first step and most often the only step needed in solving a person-to-person problem is for one of the two people involved to initiate face-to-face dialogue. Most problems are solved at the two-people level.

Three: Be straightforward. "Tell him his fault." Jesus tells us to be forthright and to love honestly. Sometimes it is difficult to be straightforward and tell someone the very heart of the matter. But restoration and improvement can only come when the issues are lovingly, yet clearly, presented. The Scripture says "Faithful are the wounds of a friend . . . ." (Proverbs 27:6, KJV). 

Four: Be forgiving. "If he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother." This implies that once the matter is resolved, we should wholeheartedly forgive and restore the person whose fault has offended us. Galatians 6:1, KJV, reads "If a man be overtaken in a fault, ye who are spiritual restore such a one in the spirit of meekness, considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted." 

As I mentioned earlier, most school problems are resolved at the two-people level. Forgiveness and restoration is the normal happy conclusion. But what is the Matthew 18 principle if the individual will not "hear" you, or openly disagrees with your version of the problem? Let's say you are a parent of a student in a Christian school. You are unhappy with a teacher because you believe your child is being treated unfairly in the classroom. The two of you have met and talked together and you are not satisfied with the outcome of your discussion. What is the next step in the Matthew 18 principle? 

Five: The parent and teacher should agree to share the matter with the school principal. At this stage the counsel of Jesus would be "Take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established." Both parent and teacher should rehearse their version of the issue or issues with the school's administration. Each person should come to the meeting in a spirit of prayer and humility, willing to submit to the Lord's will in the matter and also willing to submit to reproof and correction if needed. Those of us who bear the name of Christ should joyfully conform to the will of Christ. An open and honest discussion among people who are sensitive to godly principles will most often reach an amiable solution.

I estimate that 80% of school problems are solved at the two-people level. Another 18% of school problems are solved at the three- and four-people level which includes the school's administration. This leaves 2% to be resolved at the level of the school board. The board represents the church or church community. Let's say a problem now exists and is not solvable by the normal channels of communication and established school policy. What is the next step in the Matthew 18 principle?

Six: The school principal should explain the problem to the chairman of the school board. The chairman will decide how the matter should be presented to the board. Depending on the complexity of the problem, it may be appropriate for the board chairman to request that all persons involved be present at a school board meeting. The goal of such a high-level meeting is 1) a clear understanding of the problem; 2) solving the problem; 3) reproof and correction if necessary; and 4) forgiveness and wholehearted restoration of those who have made amends. 

In summary, the Matthew 18 principle requires that parents talk to teachers about student problems before they talk to administrators. If unresolved at the two-people level, the matter is prayerfully and in an orderly fashion moved upward in the school organizational structure. This is the Lord's way of solving people-to-people problems.

A Christian school is a ministry in Christ's name. Everything that is done in the context of the school must be done Christ's way. The world's method of solving school problems is inappropriate. The idea of suing the school or persons in the school is a secular idea that has no place in the Lord's work. The Bible is clear on this. "Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the unjust, and not before the saints?" (1 Corinthians 6:1, KJV). 

Satan would like to destroy the normal flow of harmony and good fellowship in Christian school education. That is not possible if all of us follow the Matthew 18 principle of solving school problems. 



Author: Dr. Paul A. Kienel, former president, Association of Christian Schools International

The above article can be obtained from the school office or can be ordered in an attractive pamphlet format by calling ACSI in Colorado Springs at 1-800-367-0798.
TRANSPORTATION

Bus transportation is provided for students who live in the Jasper and Blue Ridge areas.  Cost for this service is $40 per month.  Families with more than three students will not be charged after the third child.  The buses meet at a central location, and students must be there by 7:40 am.  Students are dropped off at the same location in the afternoon at 3:30 p.m.  The same disciplinary procedures followed in the classroom will be applied to students riding the bus.  Students with a continual discipline problem on the bus may lose their riding privilege.

TRANSCRIPTS
Transcripts are furnished upon request if all fees and payments are up-to-date.  Please allow 3-5 working days for these to be completed. 
VISITING THE SCHOOL AND CLASSROOMS

Parents are always welcome at Grace Christian School and should feel free to visit the school and classrooms.  Parents who come to school during normal school hours for any reason are asked to go directly to the school office and identify themselves.  We do, however, request that any visitor to a classroom make an appointment with the administrative office in advance.  Parent-teacher conferences should be scheduled with the classroom teacher at a convenient hour.  
CELL PHONES
Cell phones are not to be used during school hours. Those caught with phones will have them taken up and turned into the office. In case of an emergency, students may use the phones in their classrooms with the teacher’s permission. Phones that have been taken up must be retrieved by parents. Students may be denied the privilege of bringing their phone to school for repeated offenses.
PLEDGES

A demonstration of an individual's love and appreciation for our country, our Savior, and the Bible is a freedom afforded to every citizen of our country and an opportunity provided to every student of Grace Christian School each day.

The recitation each morning of the words of the pledges given below is a consistent and continual reminder of the honor and privilege we have as American citizens and Christians.  Therefore, it is essential that every student see his/her responsibility to recite these each day.

PLEDGE TO THE BIBLE

I pledge allegiance to the Bible, God's Holy Word. I will make it a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.  I will hide its word in my heart that I might not sin against God.

PLEDGE TO THE CHRISTIAN FLAG

I pledge allegiance to the Christian flag and to the Savior for whose Kingdom it stands,  one Savior, crucified, risen, and coming again, with life and liberty for all who believe.

\PLEDGE TO THE AMERICAN FLAG

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

GENERAL SCHOOL REGULATIONS

  1. 
No running, loitering, or talking in the classrooms or hallways.
  2. 
Early arrival students must report to the appointed place.  When permission is granted for them to go to their respective classrooms, they must go directly there and be seated in their own chair or desk.

  3. 
The soft drink and candy machines may be operated by students on the way to lunch, during break, or after school.

  4. 
Students should not drop papers, wrappers, or bottles on the grounds.

  5. 
Students who need to conduct business in the school office school go to the office counter first. All students sent to the office should check with the receptionist before going into the administrator's office.  

  6. 
Students will be required to keep their classrooms, their lockers, and the halls neat and orderly at all times.

  7. 
A student should not enter a classroom other than his own without permission of the teacher in that room.

  8. 
Each student will be encouraged to eat heartily in the lunchroom.  If the student consistently refuses to eat, the parents will be notified.  Food is not to be wasted in the lunchroom.  What a student takes on his/her plate he will be expected to eat.

  9. 
Criticism of the teachers, administration, or rules of the school will not be tolerated. Continued violation of this policy will not be tolerated. The administration reserves the right to dismiss any student who is found out of harmony with the school and its rules.

10.
Objects left in the school rooms and on the school grounds should be turned into the school office.  Students may redeem items from Lost and Found.
11.
No gum chewing will be permitted on the school premises — before, during, or after school.  Food, including candy, is not to be eaten in the halls or classrooms.

12.
Any parent wishing to visit the child's classroom or to pick up a child must go directly to the school office and speak with the school secretary.

13.
Students may use the telephone only in cases of extreme emergency.  Forgetting a homework assignment, lunch money, or some item of wearing apparel, etc., does not constitute an emergency.

14.
Students must obey promptly the commands and directions of teachers without complaint, argument, or facial expressions of disagreement. Disrespect, disobedience and insolence will not be tolerated.

15.
Stealing other student's books or personal belongings (P.E. clothes, jewelry, etc.) will not be tolerated. Students may be dismissed for these violations.

16.
Kissing, hand-holding and other public displays of affection between boys and girls are not permitted on the school grounds, in the buildings, buses, or at any school function.  A reasonable distance between boys and girls is expected at all times.
17.
No student will be retained at 
Grace Christian School who experiments with or regularly uses tobacco, alcohol, or unlawful drugs of any form.  Students are reminded that Georgia statute states that a student's locker or other storage area is subject to search, upon reasonable suspicion, for prohibited or illegally possessed substances or objects.

18.    Students should never tamper with another student’s locker or possessions.


19.
Before 8:00 a.m. and after 3:15 p.m. students should not be in the classrooms without permission.  

20.
The lunchroom is off limits to all students who are not engaged in eating lunch or in a class.  

21.
The gymnasium is off limits to students except when under the supervision of a teacher or coach.
22.
Students are not to stick anything to the inside or outside of their lockers.

23.
Students in grades 7-12 are not to leave book bags or personal belongings in the hall or classrooms after school.  All books and belongings must either be kept in their lockers or carried home.

24.
Students who are found to abuse school equipment or property may be dismissed.

25.
Students should use restrooms only during breaks between classes.  Students will not be excused from class unless it is an emergency.
SICKNESS, INJURY, AND MEDICATION

SICKNESS OR INJURY

For the consideration of all our students and their families, children who have a fever, are vomiting, or are known to be ill should not be brought to school.  If fever or vomiting occurs at school, parents will be notified immediately and must arrange to have their child picked up at school.  

Parents are asked to inform the school office of any communicable diseases such as lice, hepatitis, rubella, meningitis, measles, pink eye, etc.  Students should not attend school while they are contagious and should obtain written permission from a physician or health department before returning to school.

All medications must be turned in to the school office and will be administered when prescribed.  Students must have permission to receive Tylenol.  No other medications other than those prescribed by a physician will be given at school.

In case of an emergency, there is a nurse on staff.  Should the student require further care, proper procedures will be taken to insure the student’s safety and parents will be notified immediately.

COMMUNICABLE DISEASE POLICY

Grace Christian School desires to maintain a healthful school environment by instituting controls designed to prevent the spread of communicable diseases. The term "communicable disease" shall mean an illness which arises as a result of a specific infectious agent which may be transmitted either directly or indirectly from a susceptible host or infected person or animal to other persons.

A teacher or administration official who reasonably suspects that a student or employee has a communicable disease shall immediately notify the administrator. 

Any student or employee with a communicable disease for which immunization is required by law or is available shall be temporarily excluded from school while ill and during recognized periods of communicability.  Students and employees with communicable diseases for which immunization is not available should not attend school while ill.  If the nature of the disease and circumstances warrant, Grace Christian School may require an independent physician's examination of the student or employee to verify the diagnosis of communicable disease. Grace Christian School reserves the right to make all final decisions necessary to enforce its communicable disease policy and to take all necessary action to control the spread of communicable diseases within the school.

Communicable diseases include (but are not limited to): Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS), Aids Related Complex (ARC), Amebiasis, Animal Bite of Humans only by a potentially rabid animal, Anthrax, Botulism, Brucellosis, Campylobacteriosis, Chancroid, Dengue, Diphtheria, Encephalitis, Giardiaasis (acute), Gonorrhea, Granuloma Inquinale, Hansen's Disease (Leprosy), Hemorrhagic Fevers, Hepatitis, Histoplasmosis, Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV), Legionnaire's Disease, Leptospirosis, Lymphogranuloma Venereeum, Malaria, Measles (rubella), Meningitis, Meninggococcal Disease, Mumps, Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning, Pertussis, Pesticide Poisoning, Plague, Poliomyelitis, Psittacosis, Rabies, Relapsing Fever, Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever R. Rickkettsia, Rubella (including congenital), Salmonellosis, Schistosomiasis, Shigellosis, Smallpox, Syphilis Tetanus, Toxoplasmosis (acute), Trichinosis, Tuberculosis, Tularemia, Typhoid Fever, Typhus, Vibrio, Cholera, Vibrio Infections, Yellow Fever.
MEDICATION

Signed permission from a parent or a licensed physician must be obtained before any medicine can be given at school (includes over-the-counter medicines).  Prescription medicines must be in the original container and labeled with the child's name.  ALL medicines must be left with the school secretary with a note from the parent explaining dispensing procedures (includes over-the-counter headache medicine for ALL students).  The school cannot assume full responsibility to see that it is taken at the proper time or in the prescribed manner.  Students requiring close attention in this area should remain under the parent's supervision.  Out-of-date prescriptions will not be administered at school.
ACADEMIC INFORMATION

This section is designed to provide the parents and students of 
 Grace Christian School information regarding course offerings and the school's academic requirements for graduation.  The administration understands that the academic program of Grace Christian School cannot match the course offerings of its public counterpart, but it does strive to excel in the thoroughness of its presentation of the material taught in the classroom.  Any student who is willing to apply him or herself satisfactorily and do what is required of by the teacher can expect to do well in the school.  Students who have such motivations should make the transition into college quite easily.

Our courses have been carefully developed to prepare our students for entrance into college.  With a strong commitment to the Bible and solid coverage of language, math, and the sciences, we feel that our students should be adequately equipped for a challenging future.  We remind our parents and students that we teach all classes in light of the Word of God, and we do not apologize for such a commitment.  We believe the Bible gives a scriptural admonition to ... train up a child in the way he should go ...  and that ...The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom ... These convictions affect the academic orientation of all classes taught at Grace Christian School.

It is our desire that each student with the encouragement of his parents works hard and does his very best at the task that has been set before him. Although graduation may seem a long way down the road, hard work and perseverance now will reap dividends when the student has successfully completed all requirements and the diploma is in hand!

GRADING INFORMATION
Report Cards:

Report cards for Grades K-3 are sent home every six weeks.  Grades 4 – 8 receive report cards every nine weeks.  Progress reports are sent home halfway through each nine-week period to keep the parents informed of how their students are doing in their classes.  These must be signed by parents and returned to the school within two days.  Specific dates for these reports are recorded on the school calendar.  All tests and major projects and any quizzes that receive a grade of 69 or below will also be sent home during the school year for parents’ signatures. Grades 9-12 will receive report cards at the end of each semester. Progress reports will be sent home halfway through each grading period.tc "Report cards for Grades K-3 are sent home every six weeks.  Grades 5 – 12 receive report cards every nine weeks.  Progress reports are sent home halfway through each nine-week period to keep the parents informed of how their students are doing in their classes.  These must be signed by parents and returned to the school within two days.  Specific dates for these reports are recorded on the school calendar.  All tests and major projects and any quizzes that receive a grade of 69 or below will also be sent home during the school year for parent’s signatures. "
Testing:

The Stanford Ten Achievement Test and the Otis Lennon Mental Ability Test are given each year to students in grades K-5 - 11.   Testing dates are recorded on the school calendar.  A copy of your child’s scores will be sent home for your records.

Extra Credit:

Extra credit is given at the teacher's/supervisor's discretion and may be used to raise a grade only before the end of the grading period.  Extra credit will not be given to students who have a low grade as the result of not turning in homework, projects, etc.  No extra credit may be done to raise a grade already earned and reported on the report card.
HOMEWORK

Grace Christian School believes that homework is vital to the student's academic development.  It stimulates independence and self-direction.  It reinforces school learning through practice and provides an opportunity to spend extra time on worthwhile school activities or projects.  Homework acquaints parents with what the child is learning and affords them an opportunity to help their child.  Homework is given for the following reasons.
1.
For reinforcement:  We believe that most students require solid drilling to master material essential to their educational progress.

2.
For practice:  Following classroom explanation, illustration, and drill on new work, homework is given so that the material will be mastered.

3.
For remedial activity:  As instruction progresses, various weak points in a student's grasp of a subject become evident.  Homework following classroom instruction allows these weak points to become identified.

4.
For special projects:  Book reports, compositions, special research assignments, and projects are some of the activities that are frequently the subject of homework attention.

Homework assignments must be completed and handed in on the day designated by the teacher.  Students may be required to write their assignments in a notebook designed for that purpose.  Parents should check to see that all homework is completed and all books are returned to the classroom.  Often the effectiveness of the classroom is impaired by forgotten books.  Disciplinary action may be taken for incomplete or sloppy homework or work not turned in on time.
SPECIAL AWARDS
Honor Roll:    At the end of the school year, the students who have been on the honor roll for every grading period will be recognized.  A Honor Roll: special trophy and certificate; and B Honor Roll: certificate and trophy.

The following criteria are used to determine Honor Roll students:

   1.
Students who earn straight "A's" (including conduct) and having no lower than a "B" in Penmanship during a grading period will be named to the Principal's List.

   2.
Students who earn an "A" average with no "C's" (except in conduct or penmanship) or below will be listed on the A Honor Roll.

   3.
Students who earn a "B" average with no “F's" will be listed on the B Honor Roll.

   4.
Students who maintain Honor Roll status throughout the entire school year will be recognized during the school's awards ceremony in the spring.

Special Awards:  At the end of the school year, the following special awards may be presented:

   1.
Scholarship:  This will be the student with the highest grade point average for the year.  
   2.
Citizenship:  Spiritual quality will be considered as well as student deportment.

3. Christian Character:  The student who displays outstanding Christian character.  This student is chosen by the teacher or teachers.
Other Awards:

1. “A Honor Roll” certificate and trophy is given for students who have maintained an A average all year with no C’s or F’s on a report card.
2. “B Honor Roll” certificate and trophy is given for students who maintain a B average all year with no failing grades on their report card.
3.  Perfect Attendance certificate and trophy is given for students who have perfect attendance all year.

KINDERGARTEN DIVISION

Our kindergarten is a Bible-based, academic program that builds the foundation for the elementary division.  The student must be age four to enter K-4 and age five to enter K-5 no later than September 1st and must meet all the admission requirements as stated in the general information section of the parent/student handbook

CURRICULUM
The A Beka and Bob Jones University Press curricula are used in the kindergarten program.  These curricula stress the phonetic reading system and development of early math skills.  All necessary workbooks, work sheets, and reading materials are provided.  Bible is taught as a specific subject in kindergarten through flannel-graphs and other visual aids.

GRADING

Kindergarten students receive a report card every six weeks designed specifically for their curriculum.  They use the following grading scale:



E  = Excellent



S+= Above average



S  = Satisfactory



N  = Needs Improvement



U  = Unsatisfactory

The last six week of the year students are given letters grades in phonics.

SUPPLIES

Teachers request a $15 fee in order that all students’ supplies are the same.  Should any additional items be necessary, they will be requested at the beginning of school.

ELEMENTARY

CURRICULUM

Grace Christian School uses curriculum from A Beka Books and Bob Jones Press which are dedicated to providing quality education from a Christian perspective.  They provide Christian schools with God-honoring, high quality textbooks and teaching aids to help fulfill its ministry.  The materials have been developed and refined over a period of more than 25 years.  They provide superior educational materials that prepare the students for college as well as life.  Bible is taught as a specific graded subject with a strong emphasis placed upon the student's individual responsibility to a Holy God.
GRADING
Grading Scale:
	97-100 = A+
	93-96 = A
	90-92 = A-

	87-89 = B+
	83-86 = B
	80-82 = B-

	77-79 = C+
	73-76 = C
	70-72 = C-

	     
	0-69 =F
	


Report Cards:
Report cards for Grades 1-3 are sent home every six weeks.  Grades 4-6 receive report cards every nine weeks. These must be signed and returned the school within two days.  Specific dates for the grading periods are recorded on the school calendar.  All tests and major projects and any quizzes with a grade of 69 or below will also be sent home during the school year for parent’s signatures.

HOMEWORK

Homework is an important part of your child’s education.  Average students will have homework most days.  The teachers will strive to limit the amount of homework to one hour, meaning the amount of work a student should be able to complete in an hour of continual, uninterrupted work.  High school students will probably have more.  A more structured environment at home has been found to be beneficial for students who struggle with homework.  This is considered to be the best way to get homework completed with the least amount of stress on both the student and the parents.  The following is a suggested schedule from A Beka, which could be adjusted to your situation:
3:00
Goes home



3:30
Eats a snack



4:00
Plays outside



5:00
Does homework



6:00
Eats dinner



7:00
Spends time with family



8:00 
Studies for tomorrow’s test of quiz



8:30
Take a shower



9:00
Goes to bed

Teachers are encouraged to keep homework to a minimum on Wednesday nights due to worship services or Bible studies.  If your child is unable to complete all of his/her assignments due to Wednesday evening services, this will be excused.  Parents must send a written excuse to the teacher if this is the case. However, studying for any tests or quizzes will be expected.
PROMOTION (Grades 1-8)

For a student to be promoted to the next grade, he must have successfully passed all academic subjects.  If the student fails any two of the following subjects, he will be retained:  reading, grammar, arithmetic, spelling, science, and history.  If a student fails one subject and does poorly in another, he may be asked to repeat the grade or be required to be successfully tutored for the summer. If a child is on the borderline academically and displays a distinct lack of maturity for his/her age, he may be asked to repeat the grade.
SUPPLIES
	Bible (KJV)
	Crayons

	Ruler
	No. 2 Pencils

	Erasers
	Glue

	Scissors
	Dictionary (Grades 4-6)

	Protractor & Compass
	Notebook paper (Grades 2-6)


JUNIOR HIGH AND HIGH SCHOOL DIVISION

ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS

1.
A student accumulating fifteen or more unexcused class absences in a year or seven or more unexcused absences in a designated semester course will be subject to the withholding of passing final grade(s) pending a review of the absences by the administration.

2.
Students will be counted in attendance only if they are actually present or are engaged in a school-approved educational activity which constitutes a part of the instructional program.

3.
Attendance will be taken on a period-by-period basis.  Students who are continually late to school and miss portions of the first period will be counted present for the day but could possibly lose credit for the first period class.  A student must be in the class for at least 40 minutes to be considered present unless a valid excuse is presented to the teacher.  Regardless of the number of excused absences a student may have, no credit can be awarded in classes where the student has missed 18 or more hours of instruction during the school year.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Grade Level Courses:

	SEVENTH
	EIGHTH

	Bible
	Bible

	English/Literature
	English/Literature

	Math or Pre-Algebra
	Pre-Algebra or Algebra I

	Life Science or Earth Science
	Life Science or Earth Science

	U.S. History or Georgia History
	Georgia History or U.S. History

	Computers
	Computers

	P.E. or Elective
	P.E. or Elective


	NINTH
	TENTH
	ELEVENTH
	TWELFTH

	Bible 
	Bible
	Bible
	Bible

	English I
	English II
	English III
	English IV

	*World Geography
	World History
	U.S. History
	Government / Economics

	Physical Science
	Biology
	Chemistry
	Physics or Science Elective

	Algebra I or Geometry
	Algebra II or Geometry
	Geometry or Algebra II
	Advanced Math

	P.E./Health
	Computers
	Spanish I
	Spanish II

	1 Elective
	1 Core Elective
	½ Core Elective
	

	
	
	*Speech
	


Electives may include:

Physical Education
*Trigonometry

*Pre-calculus
Teacher Aide

Life Management
Sign Language

Home Economics
Computers


Yearbook 
Drama

P.E.
Art

*Business Math
*Journalism
Library Technology

*Core Elective – Two credits of core electives are required for graduation.

Classes will be offered according to class load and teacher availability.

An elective is any class that is not serving the purpose of satisfying another graduation requirement. Electives should be carefully balanced between academic and non-academic courses. Students should not assume that there is any less work associated with these classes.

CURRICULUM

Grace Christian School uses curriculum from A Beka Books and Bob Jones Press which are dedicated to providing quality education from a Christian perspective.  They provide Christian schools with God-honoring, high quality textbooks and teaching aids to help fulfill its ministry.  The materials have been developed and refined over a period of more than 25 years.  They provide superior educational materials that prepare the students for college as well as life.  Bible is taught as a specific graded subject with a strong emphasis placed upon the student's individual responsibility to a Holy God.

DROP / ADD REGULATIONS

1. 
Permission from the school administration is required to drop or add a course after enrollment.  A drop/add must be approved by all the teachers in question and then approved by the principal.  No student may drop a class without written permission from his/her parents.

2.
After the first two weeks of the semester, no class may be dropped or added to a student's schedule.  Any class that is dropped after this date will receive a grade of "F" for failure and will appear on the student's transcripts.  
GRADING INFORMATION 

Grading Scale:

	97 – 100     A+
	93 – 96     A
	90 – 92     A-

	87 – 89       B+
	83 – 86     B
	80 – 82     B-

	77 – 79       C+
	73 – 76     C
	70 – 72     C-

	
	0 – 69         F
	


I – Incomplete

W – Withdrawn


Effort and Conduct Grades:

1 – Excellent
2 - Good 
3 - Satisfactory
4 - Poor
5- Unsatisfactory

Report Cards:

Grades 7 – 8 receive report cards at the end of each nine-week grading period.  Progress reports are sent home halfway through each nine-week grading period in order to keep the parents informed of how their students are doing in their classes.  Report cards are sent home at the end of each semester for students in grades 9-12. Progress reports are sent home halfway through each nine-week grading period in order to keep the parents informed of how their students are doing in their classes. These must be signed by parents and returned to the school within two days.  Specific dates for each semester grading period are recorded on the school calendar.  All tests and major projects and any quizzes that receive a grade of 69 or below will also be sent home during the school year for parent’s signatures.   
Students receiving an Incomplete for a class will have up to ten days to makeup the work, or the grade will be changed to an “F.”
Examinations:

1.
The academic year for the junior high and senior high students at Grace Christian School is divided into two semesters.  Nine-week exams may be given which will cover material studied during that period, while final exams will cover material for the entire semester or school year.  An exam schedule will be provided during exam weeks.
2. 
All students in grades 7-12 will be required to take final examinations.

3. 
Students who miss final examinations will be allowed one week (from the date they returned to school) to make up the examination. Tests must be made up at the discretion of the subject-area teacher.  Students who fail to make up work within the given time period will be given a 0 on the test.

GRADUATION COURSE REQUIREMENTS
GCS offers a college preparatory diploma which meets or exceeds the Georgia State requirements. In order for a student to obtain a high school diploma, one must successfully earn at least 26 academic credits in Grades 9-12.  

Minimum Requirements:

FOUR (4) CREDITS IN ENGLISH

- With a major concentration in composition, grammar, and literature.


THREE (3) CREDITS IN SOCIAL STUDIES

- 1 credit World History


- 1 credit U.S. History


- 1/2 credit American Government


- 1/2 credit Economics  


FOUR (4) CREDITS IN SCIENCE

- 1 credit Physical Science


- 1 credit Biology

- Chemistry

- One other Science Elective (must have a lab)

FOUR (4) CREDITS IN MATHEMATICS

- Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, Advanced Math


THREE (3) CREDITS IN BIBLE

        
- Students transferring into Grace Christian School without previous 
Bible courses will be required to take Bible courses only while 
attending GCS.


ONE (1) CREDIT COMPUTERS OR ONE (1) FINE ARTS ELECTIVE

TWO (2) CREDITS IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE


ONE-HALF (1/2) CREDIT IN PHYSICAL EDUCATION

ONE-HALF (1/2) CREDIT IN HEALTH

THREE ELECTIVES


TWO CORE ELECTIVES (Including World Geography and Speech)

Honors:
Graduates who have a final grade point average of 3.25 or above (on a 4.0 scale) will graduate with honors.

The valedictorian and salutatorian from the graduating class will not be chosen on the basis of the academic record alone.  Citizenship, attitude, cooperation, and similar factors will be considered by the administration in making this choice.  The valedictorian and salutatorian must have been a student at Grace Christian School during the entire eleventh and twelfth grades.

Honors Courses: 
   1.  Students who choose to take honors courses must have approval from the subject-area teacher and the academic advisor.  The students must have received at least a "B-" average in their previous year and must maintain at least a "B-" during the course of the year. 
   2.
Prospective juniors and seniors who desire to take Honors classes must make application to the school in the spring/summer before the school year begins.

3. Honors classes are designed for students who have strong motivation and are willing to do a substantial amount of work on their own.

Special Notes:

1.
All students while enrolled at Grace Christian School are required to take Bible. Those in grades 9-12 are required to earn at least 3 Bible credits in high school.  Transfer students are required to take Bible only while enrolled at Grace Christian School.

2.
All students are required to take at least 6 classes per year.  (With the exception of graduating seniors)
3.
The majority of the academic subjects are of one semester or one year duration.  Students are expected to remain in these classes the entire period of time.  Students who drop out of a class during the course of the semester or year will receive no credit for that class.

4.
Requirements for graduation begin in ninth grade.  For each full-time, yearly course that is successfully completed during the school year, one full credit will be awarded.  Completion of a semester course will receive one-half credit.  A minimum grade of a "C" is required to receive a unit of credit.

5.
Any student receiving an "F" can receive credit toward graduation by successfully repeating that subject the following year.  Other alternatives include repeating the course in summer school or night school, or taking a correspondence course from an approved, academic institution.  Such a course must correspond closely to the subject failed and be approved by the administration.

6.
All courses attempted are included in the computation of a student's grade point average (GPA).  Should a student fail a subject, he will be required to repeat the class. 

7.
It is the student's responsibility to see that all courses are satisfactorily completed in order to graduate.  Although student records will be checked frequently to make sure that all graduation requirements are being met, Grace Christian School cannot be held responsible for any student who is deficient in credits at the end of his/her senior year.

8. 
Seniors will not be permitted to graduate if they fail to complete all required courses for graduation. Grace Christian School cannot be held responsible for the inconvenience caused by a senior's failing courses during the last days of school.  Diplomas will not be received until all graduation requirements are met.
9.   All graduating seniors are required to participate in the graduation ceremony of Grace Christian School.

DUAL ENROLLMENT

Senior students with a 3.25 g.p.a. or above may be eligible for dual enrollment. Those that meet the college or universities requirements must also meet the requirements of Grace Christian School in order to graduate with their class. These requirements include the following:

· The student must be an honor student in good standing both academically and spiritually with Grace Christian School.

· Courses taken must meet the graduation requirements as stated in the handbook.

· Students must maintain the highest of Christian standards during the enrollment period as described in our handbook.

· Enrollment must be approved by the administration of Grace Christian School.

· The student is responsible for paying the registration and graduation fees required by Grace Christian School.

· The students must provide transcripts of all courses completed school office.

· Student must participate in graduation ceremonies for Grace Christian School.

· If the students chooses to take courses at Grace and another institute, they are responsible for full tuition.

PROMOTION

Grades 1-8:
For a student to be successful in the next grade, he must pass all academic subjects.  If the student fails any two of the following subjects, he will be retained:  Reading, Grammar, Arithmetic, Spelling, Science, and History.  If a student fails one subject and does poorly in another, he may be asked to repeat the grade or be required to be successfully tutored for the summer. If a child is on the borderline academically and displays a distinct lack of maturity for his/her age, he may be asked to repeat the grade.

Grades 9-12:
Students in grades 9-12 who receive a final grade of "F" in any required subject must repeat the subject and receive a passing grade in order to be eligible for graduation. Failing grades cannot be removed from a student’s transcript; however, students failing a required course must retake that course.
For a student in grades 9-11 to be promoted, he must earn the required credits for the next year's classification:

To enter grade:
Must have earned at least:



10
6 credits




11
13 credits




12
20 credits




Graduate
26 credits

STUDENT DRIVERS

   1.
All students who drive to school must obtain permission from the school office.

   2.
Cars must be parked at the designated place upon arrival at school.  Students are not to sit in their cars until school starts but should go to the cafeteria.  Written permission shall be obtained from the administration for each authorized use of a car during the regular school day.

   3.
Student drivers must file a record of their driver's license, insurance coverage, and list of regular riders with the office.

   4.
Students must have full insurance coverage to drive cars or motorcycles to school.

   5.
Students must observe all posted speed zones and follow regular traffic patterns.

   6.
Students may not be in or go to cars in the parking lot during school hours.

   7.
Students may not sit in their cars with other students after school.  Students must leave the campus after school.

   8.
Students violating school regulations regarding the use of automobiles may be denied permission for car use.

   9.
Students may not play loud offensive music in their cars on campus.

10.
Students should always lock cars parked on the school grounds.  The school is not responsible for stolen items.

Violation of any of the above requests will cause a student to lose his/her driving privileges for one full semester and may result in social discipline.

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS

Athletics:
As a member of GACS, all students who participate in school sports must meet requirements laid out by the GACS and GCAA.
Christian Honor Society:
Grace Christian School is a member of the GACS and participates in the Christian Honor Society.  Students are inducted once a year for high academic achievement as well as high Christian character and leadership.  These students sponsor many school activities and fundraisers and stress “leadership through service” in the school.  Those inducted must be recommended by the Christian Honor Society sponsor as well as another faculty member, must maintain an average of 85 or above and display Christian character and leadership qualities.

SUPPLIES

	Bible (KJV)
	No. 2 Pencils

	Notebook paper
	Erasers

	Dictionary
	Pens

	Assignment Pad
	Colored Pencils

	Protractor & Compass
	Calculator 


Others may be assigned by the teacher.

A TI-83 or TI-84 graphing calculator is required for students enrolled in advanced math courses (Advanced Math, Algebra III, Trigonometry, Pre-calculus, etc.)
ACHIEVEMENT TESTING PROGRAM

Grace Christian School has a detailed testing program designed to measure the student's abilities and progress.  The results of this testing are used to aid the teachers and administration in improving the curriculum.

All high school students are given achievement tests in the spring of each year to measure their achievement in areas of English, Math, Science, and Social Studies.  The Stanford Achievement Test series is the testing instrument used for this purpose. All student responses are electronically scored and a detailed sheet listing the child's results is provided to the parent with the final report card. In addition to the achievement tests, all students are given the Otis-Lennon Mental Ability Test to determine the student's school ability index.

Juniors and seniors are encouraged to take either the SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) or the ACT (American College Test) before graduation.  Preferably students should take both to ensure adequate information for college admissions.
The PSAT is offered for students in grades 10-12 in the fall of each year.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND SPORTS PROGRAMS

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

The Bible teaches us that our bodies are a temple of the Holy Spirit and we are to glorify God in our bodies, therefore, it is important for us to keep our bodies physically fit so that we can be a more effective tool in service for Him (I. Corinthians 6:19-20).   Physical education should give students the knowledge that they need to accomplish this goal. This is done by teaching them basic motor development, physical fitness, and sport/skill development and encouraging them to continue a lifetime of activity in order to maintain the health with which the Lord has blessed them. 
Dress:
Students in grades 7-12 are required to dress out for P.E. Items needed for class include a P.E. uniform, proper athletic shoes (made for outdoor use), and socks.  Shorts and T-shirts are to be purchased though Buckhead Uniform Company.
Uniforms should be clean and neat.  Clothes are to be taken home after the last physical education class of the week.  Students may take their suits home more often, but if forgotten, the student will not be excused for not dressing out and must participate in school clothing.  

Failure to dress out on required days causes a drop in grade as well as the possibility of other discipline as the instructor sees fit.

For physical education classes, students may change in the locker room.  Students must be changed and ready for roll call by 10 minutes after the class begins.  No gum, food, or drinks are allowed in the locker rooms or during class.

Excuses:
For minor difficulties, a note from the parents is required.  A student should bring a note from home stating the date, grade, student's name, and the length of time and reason he is to be excused.  Phone calls are not acceptable.  If a student does not have a written excuse, points will be taken off of his/her grade.

Students are required to dress out for class even though they may be physically unable to participate.  They will be used to assist the teacher as needed, thus maintaining their participation grade.  If any student is physically unable to participate in the regular physical education activities for a period of more than three consecutive days, he or she must secure a medical excuse from the doctor.  This letter will need to be filled out so that the teacher will know what the student is capable of doing in class. If a student is medically excused from the class for a period of time, he must do written reports during his time of non-participation.  This written work helps to maintain a passing grade (no higher than a "C"). Students wishing to receive a grade higher than a "C" must plan to make up the skills test as soon as they have been given written permission to do so by their doctor.

If a student is to be excused permanently from physical education, he or she must obtain a medical excuse from his/her physician. This procedure must be cleared with the administration office.  Any student with a medical problem or disability needs to tell the teacher by the end of the first week of class.  The teacher needs to know if the student cannot participate in certain activities or if they may be limited in an activity.

Students will not be excused from P.E. classes to make up work in other classes.

Dressing out is an important part of the participation grade.  Not dressing out properly includes any of the following:


1.  Not having proper T-shirt


2.  Not having shorts or sweat pants.

3.  Improper shoes.
HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC PROGRAM

Interscholastic Activities: As a member of GACS, all students who participate in school sports must meet requirements laid out by the GACS and GCAA.
Student Participation in Sports:  The spirit of the school's policy with regards to academics is to insure that Grace Christian maintains academic excellence and at the same time fulfilling contracted games we obligate ourselves to play.  

Participants will be dropped from athletic team, cheerleader squads, etc. for three weeks if they receive less than a 2.00 grade point average or 2 F's at any three-week grading period.  These students will not be allowed to dress out or travel to games for the following three-week period.  If players are dropped from teams for grades more than one time in any one sport's season, they will not be allowed to return to the team.  Any participant who receives an “I" (incomplete grade) in any subject at a three-week grading period will not be permitted to practice, participate, or travel to games until the “I" is made up and written notice to this effect is given by the teacher to the coach. Anytime a student has 20 tallies recorded on his/her record, he will automatically be ineligible to play sports.

Sports Fee:  Our sports activities are not funded by tuition, so we must have some means of generating an income to defray the expenses that ticket sales and fund-raisers do not cover:  uniforms, equipment, insurance, official's fees, transportation, and miscellaneous expenses.

We currently charge each student with an activities fee which entitles them admission to any sporting event on our campus. In addition, athletes are charged a $200.00 sports fee per sport played.
 Fees are non-refundable and are due at the beginning of the sport.

Athletics In General:  Students wearing a uniform represent our school, and their conduct reflects on the student body as a whole.  Athletes must watch every aspect of their behavior during play, traveling, or in the stands.  Fighting, abusive language, or poor conduct will not be tolerated and will subject the athlete to immediate removal from the team

Cheerleading: Cheerleaders are selected from those qualifying in tryouts and meeting the same qualifications as athletes.
WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED?

ADMIT THAT YOU ARE A SINNER

The Bible says, “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.”
(Romans 3:23)
UNDERSTAND THAT THERE IS A PRICE FOR SIN

“For the wages of sin is death.”  (Romans 6:23)
KNOW THAT CHRIST HAS ALREADY PAID THE PRICE FOR YOUR SALVATION

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
(John 3:16)
“But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”  (Romans 5:8)
KNOW THAT YOU CANNOT SAVE YOURSELF

“Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us.”  (Titus 3:5)
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourself: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast.”  (Ephesians 2:8-9)
REPENT OF YOUR SINS

“Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.”  (Luke 13:3)

ASK JESUS CHRIST TO SAVE YOU

“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be SAVED. “
(Romans 10:13)       
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved. “ (Acts 16:31)

CONFESS JESUS BEFORE MEN

‘If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”  (Romans 10:9, 10)

If you have never accepted Christ as your Savior, “Today is the day of Salvation.”  Will you accept Him today?
- 3 -

