Constitution of the Regina High School Forensics Association

Preamble
	We, the executive board of the Regina High School Forensics Association, do hereby state that the purposes of this Association shall be: to further understanding and interpretation of literature; to impart knowledge of traditional and contemporary authors; to encourage communication through forms of public speaking; and to instill a sense of self-worth, group unity, and Christian spirit in every member, and to present Regina High School in a positive light to other schools in our competitions.

Article I- Name

	The name of this organization shall be the Regina High School Forensics Association.

Article II- Membership

Section 1: The Regina High School Forensics Association shall include one team.
Section 2: There shall be no more than thirty Association members plus the multiples.
Section 3: Sophomore, Junior, and Senior members shall be chosen by the moderator at the close  
                 of each season, prior to executive board elections.
Section 4: Auditions for Freshmen shall be held in the fall of each year and Freshmen members 
                 will be chosen at that time by the moderator and the members of the executive board.
Section 5: Association members will be selected on the basis of a positive Christian attitude, reliability, and effort toward competition.

Article III- Executive Board

Section 1: The requirements for elected position for a Club or Organization of Regina High School shall be enforced.  (2007-08 Regina Parent-Student Handbook p. 35) “No student is permitted to hold two major offices for a class/club/organization at the same time.  Likewise, the same position cannot be held for two consecutive years. In order to run for and/or hold an office a student must have a minimum cumulative grade point average of 2.5, and have not accumulated more than four demerits.”

Section 2: Executive Board Members shall be members in good standing.

Section 3: The Executive Board of the Regina High School Forensics Association shall serve until the election of the new board members in the following spring.

Section 4: Regina High School Forensics Association members may be elected to executive board positions for three consecutive years.

Section 5: The members of the Regina High School Forensics Association Executive Board shall  be a president, a vice-president, a secretary, a treasurer, a historian, and a moderator. The board may be amended as needed. To be elected, a member in good standing, who meets the requirements for the position, must be nominated, and must present a short speech in front of the Association listing her qualifications.  

Section 6: Removal of officers from position:  All officers of the executive board are required to meet the team qualifications for attendance, and the fulfillment of  duties.  Any officer who does not meet these requirements may be terminated of her position. In the event that the president is terminated, the vice president shall assume her duties.  For all other officers, an election for that position will take place within one month of her removal. Dismissal may be appealed to the Elected Position Appeal Board as described in the Regina High School Handbook.
Section 7: President

Clause 1:  The president shall be a Senior who has had at least two years of forensics
          experience. In the event that no Senior has been active for 2 years in the Association,  
          a Junior or Senior with fewer than 2 years good standing may be elected president.
Clause 2:  The president shall be available at all times to conduct Association business, preside 
  at Association meetings, and assist the moderator in the selection of Freshmen   
  Association members.

Section 8: Vice-President

Clause 1:  The vice-president shall be a Senior, Junior, or Sophomore.
Clause 2: 	 The vice-president shall be responsible for all Association publicity, assume the    
           duties of the president in her absence, and assist the moderator in the selection of  
           new Association members.  
Clause 3:   The vice-president shall maintain the Association website with input from the other  
          officers and the moderator.

     Section 8:  Secretary

	Clause 1:  The secretary shall be a Senior, Junior, or Sophomore.
            Clause 2:  The secretary shall keep minutes of all Association meetings and be able to type 
                              letters for the Association
	Clause 3:  The secretary shall take roll call at meetings and record attendance of all members.

     Section 9:  Treasurer

	Clause 1:  The treasurer shall be a Senior, Junior, or Sophomore.
	Clause 2:  The treasurer shall help organize and oversee all Association fund-raising activities  
                             and be responsible for Association fund reports to membership.

      Section 10:  Historian

	Clause 1:  The historian shall be a Senior, Junior, or Sophomore.
	Clause 2:  The historian shall be responsible for copying all Association letters, documents, and  
                             Constitutional amendments when necessary.
Clause 3:  All members of the Association shall submit to the historian a copy of every piece they used in competition that season.  The historian will keep an accounting of when and in what category these pieces have been performed.
	Clause 4:  The historian shall create and maintain a Association scrapbook or file for the year.

     Section 11:  Moderator

	Clause 1:  The moderator shall be appointed by the principal of Regina High School.
	Clause 2:  The moderator shall be responsible for selecting the Association members; assigning category for competition to Association members; supplying dates of competition to Association members, overseeing official treasury documents, and communicating with Association members.

Article IV – Members in Good Standing

      Section 1:    A student shall be considered a member in good standing by meeting the following criteria:
1. She shall attend all team meetings as described in section 2 below.
2. She shall take part in team fund-raising activities.
3. She shall participate for a specified amount of time in required team events such as Regina Open house and Scholastic Olympics.
     Section 2:  Attendance.  

	Clause 1:  Members of the team must be present for meetings.  If a member cannot be present, a  written statement explaining the absence must be delivered to a member of the executive board prior to the meeting.  This shall be considered an excused absence.  In the event that a team member accumulates four excused or two unexcused absences, her membership shall be revoked.

	Clause 2:  If a member of the team misses a meet, she will pay a fine to the Association’s treasury.  The amount of the fine will be determined at the beginning of the season.  Upon payment of the fine, the executive board will have the power to revoke the member’s membership if they feel that such an action is justified.  The member will have the right to appeal this decision to the executive board in writing within 10 days of the revocation.

Article V – Awards

      Section 1:   Members in good standing are eligible to earn awards which may include:  an annual participation pin, a Forensics Letter, fine arts credit.

      Section 2:   To qualify for the awards, a team member must do the following:
1. Be a member in good standing.
2. Complete a minimum of 9 rounds of competition for two forensic seasons.
3. Practice bi-weekly with an officer or with the moderator.

      Section 3:  Team members will be awarded a pin for every year of participation, dependant on 
                        participation in at least one full round of competition.

      Section 4:  A student may keep any individual certificates or ribbons she earns in competition.  Trophies, however, must be turned over to the school for display until the student graduates or is transferred to another school.  Team trophies become the property of the Regina High School Forensic Association.

Article VI:  Constitution

     Section 1:  This constitution shall be ratified annually by unanimous vote of the executive board.

     Section 2:  Amendments to the Constitution may be suggested by any Association member, but must be drafted by the historian and ratified by unanimous vote of the executive board.

     Section 3:  The executive board shall ratify the constitution at the first full meeting of the board following the instillation of its officers.  The ratification shall be testified by signatures of the officers.

     Section 4:  The constitution shall remain in effect except as changed by amendment.














We, the 2009-2010 executive board of the Regina High School Forensics Association, do hereby ratify this constitution through our signatures, and swear to uphold it.

President: _______________________________________________  
Shontasia Bass

Vice President: ____________________________________________ 


Secretary: ________________________________________________
Sarah Zarkowski

Historian: _________________________________________________
Sarah Casonosky

Treasurer: ________________________________________________
Tori Harris


Moderator: ________________________________________________
Mrs. Vivian Sawicki

						Dated: ___________________________________________________


	
