






January 10, 2010
Dear Parents,


Exciting News! We are ready to start using the Accelerated Reader Program. It is fun, checks your child’s reading comprehension, builds fluency, and really encourages them to read, read, and read!


Each child was given an individualized reading test on the computer to determine his/her reading level and ZPD (Zoned Proximal Development) range. This is the reading level at which your child will make their greatest gains in reading development. It is not to be compared with a standardized test score such as the ITBS that will pinpoint the highest level at which a student is able to read. I then used these results to set some goals for each child this quarter. I have conferenced with the children and explained to them their individual goals and the number of points that they are striving to achieve. 

This program is designed for the children to be reading 1 hour a day. I have set aside 2 blocks of 20 minutes each day for the class to have AR silent reading time. This will give your child 40 minutes of class reading time so we need to increase their home reading time to 20 minutes in order to try for the 1 hour a day. During the class time, I will check their reading logs and make sure they are comfortable with the book they have chosen. Please be sure that your child has at least one AR book with them every day. If they are reading a book at home, they must bring it to class so that they will have something to read during our AR silent reading time.

Once the book has been read, the student may take an Accelerated Reader Test, which checks comprehension. Your child should achieve between 85% and 100% on the test in order to demonstrate comprehension mastery.


Please encourage your child to spend time reading AR books at home as well as here at school. Some children may need to read the book 2 or 3 times before taking a test. We will also continue to spend time reading the Phonics Mini Books and Wright Group Books.


I am really looking forward to beginning this program, and hope that it will start each child on the journey of enjoying and succeeding in their reading adventures. As always, feel free to call or Email if you have questions about this program.


Sincerely,









Ms. Bee

