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Site Visitor:  Janice J. Sherrill
An important part of this visit is to begin to determine the degree of program implementation.  One aspect of this is accurately estimating unit dosage—i.e., how much class time is devoted to presenting units and lessons that have integrated the magnet theme with core subjects.  Our assumption is that the more time magnet coordinators spend with teachers facilitating unit/lesson development and implementation, the more successful this process will be.  In addition, we believe that collaborative time devoted to unit/lesson planning is an important factor in successful magnet theme implementation. Therefore, we want to know how many new units have been written and are being implemented and how many units will be implemented this school year. We are looking at how teachers are integrating the theme into core curriculum and what kind of professional development is being provided to make it happen.

School Profile Update:
Forest Park School is a beautiful facility with strong leadership and a sensitive staff.  They have worked very hard to implement the IB program since the beginning of the magnet grant.  Their implementation of the magnet theme is one of the strongest in this round of grant schools.  They are especially challenged to balance their instruction with state requirements in order to raise its school grade which was a D for 2008-09.  During this visit, the effects of the Haiti earthquake were especially noticeable.  Almost 50% of the student population has ties to the Haitian community.  The school was getting very positive media coverage during the week because of a relief project being done in conjunction with the Nike company.  The students had designed tennis shoes and t-shirts, and Nike was going to use the designs on actual products to be made and sold with proceeds going to Haiti relief.  They received a letter of commendation from Congress on the morning of the site visit recognizing their efforts to help this devastated county.

I. Description of the School  
a) How do the hallways highlight the theme?
There is evidence of the IB units of inquiry throughout the building.  Along with the professional panels highlighting their international mindedness, each grade level has multiple displays of student work with key information posted about each unit of inquiry that has been taught in the classrooms.  In the commons area, a large banner showcased a collection of the shoes that students had designed for the Haiti project and information about their efforts.  

In another area, there was a large display of Reading Plus certificates celebrating individual student successes with this special program to raise student achievement.  The halls are a reflection of the instructional focus and intentionality of their magnet program throughout the building.

b) How do the classrooms indicate that the theme is followed?
The site visitor visited a number of classrooms during the morning.  Kindergarten classes were engaged in their current unit studying the 5 senses in the “Who We Are” central theme.   The inquiry question for the unit was, “How do I use my senses?”  Students on this day were listening as a trade book was shared by the teacher using the document camera.  The focus of today’s activity was “How do animals hear?”  They would later work in centers related to the unit.

In first grade, children were working in centers while the teacher was working with a group of students creating a time line with different modes of transportation.  On one table, there was a large “map” where students were making a town with milk cartons and representing means of transportation by land, sea, and air.  Others were categorizing pictures of types of transportation according to land, sea, etc.  The teacher explained that students rotated to different centers about every fifteen minutes.

“All about Water” was the topic of second grade inquiries. The students were using laptops to complete an assignment sheet with directions of how to use “Google” to find water sites for kids.  Some websites they could use were also listed.  Their instructions were to write a question they had about water, and then after doing the research, they were supposed to answer their question.  They also had spaces to tell interesting facts they had learned about water and were encouraged to use charts, diagrams, graphs, etc. to help explain what they had learned.

Third grade classes were also engaged in a “Sharing the Planet” unit, “Adaptation Nation.”  Their unit question was “Can I describe different traits needs and habitats of animals?”  Students were using laptop computers to create pictographs and bar graphs displaying information they had learned.

A fifth grade teacher was using an Interwrite pad and SmartBoards to guide discussion and responses to questions about the Law of Energy.  The class was working to form a definition of “energy.”  In the Science Lab, the Science coach was also working on energy using the Gizmo software.  Students were working with a simulation of creating circuits.  Each student had a lab outline of experiments to conduct and responses to write.  

The Computer lab was also in use by the Reading Coach working with the Reading Plus program.  The coordinator and coach shared outstanding results as students worked against their own records to improve their performance in vocabulary, visual memory, and tracking using this approach.  Reports generated by the program show learning growth gains for each of the classes involved in this intervention.  


