Response to Intervention
Response to Intervention (RTI) is an academic model which is being adopted by most schools in the state of West Virginia. Teachers that provide certain parts of RTI are called Interventionists.    
Instruction
In any RTI model, instruction is divided into three types:
Tier 1 - This type of instruction includes all basic skills in the adopted curriculum and best teaching practices.  The actual time spent in Tier 1 ranges from 60-120 minutes depending on the subject matter and grade level.   Every student at WEMS receives Tier 1 instruction so that they may become responsible learners and productive citizens.
Tier 2 - This type of instruction is in addition to Tier 1 instruction.  It usually takes 30 to 45 minutes per day.  It is support for students who are having trouble mastering skills.  What we use to determine if a student is mastering a skill depends on grade level and subject area.  The purpose of Tier 2 instruction is to provide additional, research-based instruction that is different than what the student has received in Tier 1.  Some students may only need Tier 2 instruction for a 3-6 week period to show satisfactory progress.  Others may stay in Tier 2 for a longer period of time.  Students receive Tier 2 instruction in small groups.  Tier 2 is not special education, but students at WEMS receive Tier 2 instruction from Title I teachers, special education teachers, and general education teachers throughout their day.  This allows us more time to be sure students do not miss Physical Education, Art, or Music class to receive Tier 2 instruction.
Tier 3 - This type of instruction is in addition to Tier 1 and Tier 2 instruction.  Students receive Tier 3 instruction when they don't show success after receiving Tier 1 instruction and approximately 100 sessions of Tier 2 instruction.  A student can also be considered for Tier 3 instruction if they are found to be more than two grade levels behind in a subject area.  Tier 3 instruction is very different from Tier 1, is more intense, and can even replace a students' instruction in a subject area entirely with a research-based program.
Benefits 
In an RTI school, students receive intervention as soon as they start having difficulty with a particular skill.  There is no waiting for students to fail a subject before helping them.  They may only need that intervention for a short period of time or for several rounds before they show success.
Every student at WEMS receives intervention as needed.  This provides many opportunities for students to master a skill.  A student does not have to be "labeled" to get extra help with a skill.
Assessments
Decisions about intervention are not based upon only WESTEST scores, or only on DIBELS fluency.   Classroom teachers and interventionists use three different types of assessments to decide what kind of help a student needs:
1. screening is given to all students to determine which ones are not making progress at expected rates. This happens three times at the beginning, middle, and end of the school year.

2. diagnostic tests determine exactly which skills a student is having trouble with once they are found to be having problems.
3. progress monitoring determines if the help a student is getting is working.



























