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“Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.” Philippians 4:8
Dear Bethany Parents/Guardians,
As I listen to teachers and meet with students, it has come to my attention that many of our young students are in danger.  There is a dangerous war being waged in the media for the hearts and minds of children today.  This is nothing new. However, the tactics of this age-old war have changed.  Students are listening to music on their iPods that their parents can’t hear. They are watching television in seclusion, without parental guidance. They have instant access to technology via phones and computers. They can connect with the world around them with the flick of a thumb, through texting and Facebook. On top of it all, children are becoming desensitized by “playing” video games that glamorize violence.  
Recently here at Bethany, we are dealing with students who are adversely affected by all of these, from students bullying each other through cell phone texts to children posting inappropriate (and dangerous) pictures and/or information about themselves on Facebook.  I hear students singing music with lyrics that are offensive and I hear students repeating lines from cartoons and movies that are foul and abusive.   I am concerned that these problems are starting earlier and earlier with even our youngest students!  I am not alone in my concerns; new research released this year found that children and ‘tweens are using technology up to 8 hours a day, before and after school, often late into the night.  

It is not my job to monitor students’ media choices.  However, it is my responsibility to share with families what God’s Word has to say about what we put into our hearts and minds and to remind parents of the importance of  monitoring their child’s media intake.  Please consider the following questions:
· Does your child have a Facebook or MySpace account? Do you monitor it? Do you understand the privacy settings? Teachers have seen some of your children’s Facebook pages and are concerned for their safety. 
· Have you listened to the music on your child’s iPod/Mp3 player?  Does it represent the same values your family holds?

· What is your child watching on TV?  Just because it is a cartoon, it isn’t necessarily “safe”.  Does your child watch “Family Guy” or “South Park”? Have you watched it with them?

· Does your child have a cell phone? Does it have texting capability? What limits have you set for phone or internet usage?  Where is your child’s phone at night? Is your child texting in his/her room at night? With whom? What is being sent back & forth?
· What video games is your child playing? Have you played with him/her?  Do you know the rating and the content of the game?

I challenge you to ask some of these difficult questions about your child’s media intake. I also challenge you to begin setting stricter limits on technology in your household.  How about establishing a “Tech Free Family Time” during the school week?  By limiting TV, computers, and video games Monday - Thursday, you free up time for students to focus on their school work and reading, thus helping them achieve.  Will you join me in this challenge?  
It is my prayer that God would raise up godly young men and women who can be a light in this dark world.  As parents and teachers, it is our responsibility to guide them through the onslaught of media in their lives.  God’s Word tells us to monitor what we all fill our minds with by using Philippians 4:8 as a guide.  If there is anything I can do to help you with this, please let me know. 
Sincerely,
Pastor Bill Cook
P.S.  For more help with parenting through this technology age, Focus on the Family has a series of helpful articles, which can be found at http://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/protecting_your_family.aspx.
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