Topic #1 Fort Sumter:

Out of the 127 Union soldiers at the fort, 13 of them (10%) were musicians. 50% of the cannons that were intended to be in the fort were not yet in place because of budgetary restrictions.  
Topic #2 Bull Run: 
A brigade of Virginians under a relatively unknown colonel from the Virginia Military Institute, Thomas J. Jackson, stood their ground and Jackson received his famous nickname, "Stonewall". The Confederates launched a strong counterattack and as the Union troops began withdrawing under pressure, many panicked and it turned into a rout as they frantically ran in the direction of nearby Washington, D.C.
Topic #3 Vicksburg: 

As the siege wore on, fewer and fewer horses, mules, and dogs were seen wandering about Vicksburg. Shoe leather became a last resort of sustenance for many unlucky Confederates.

Topic #4 Gettysburg: 

Nearly a third of Lee's general officers were killed, wounded, or captured. This resulted in a severe hindrance of the Confederacy’s leadership in subsequent battles. 
Topic #5 Appomattox 
The terms were as generous as Lee could hope for; his men would not be imprisoned or prosecuted for treason. The soldiers were allowed to keep their horses to help them with the upcoming farm season. 
