
Dear Students, Parents, Family, and Friends,


Here we are in May! We are in the home stretch now and the children are counting the days until summer vacation. But as you read the following subject areas you will see that we still have plenty of work to cover before the end of the year. The hardest part of my job will be keeping them focused as long as possible! So here we go … 
Religion ~ May is the month of Our Lady and we will be honoring the Mother of Jesus all this month. The children will participate in a classroom crowning of Mary as our Heavenly Mother. We will sing songs of praise and thanksgiving to show our devotion to Mary. School Crowning is scheduled for Monday, May 10th. Join us if you can. It will be right after pledge in the morning.
Reading ~ Hooray! We are ready to begin our final unit in our Reading series. It is called “I Am Brave” and we will be reading three of my favorite stories: “My Brother is Afraid of Just About Everything”, “Clyde Monster” and “Ira Sleeps Over”. The grammar skills we are focusing on are: comparative adjectives, antonyms, synonyms, punctuation, capitalization, contractions and declarative, interrogative, imperative and exclamatory sentences! Wow! It makes me tired just to think about all we will cover this last month.   
Math ~ This month we will be adding rectangular and triangular prisms to our list of geometric solids that we can identify. We will also include quarters when we are counting coins. The children will also practice subtracting two digit numbers both with and without regrouping.  We will cover the final strategies for our subtraction math facts. The concept of probability will also be touched on this month as we identify events as certain, likely or impossible.  By the time we end the year, they will all be Math Wizards!
Science ~ We will continue observing our mealworms throughout the month of May.
The children will learn that insects have three body parts ~ head, thorax, and abdomen. Their mealworms have 13 segments: the first segment is their head, the next three are the thorax and their six legs are attached to these segments. The last nine segments make up the abdomen. We will also be observing the stages of their life cycle: egg, larva, pupa and adult.
Social Studies ~ I hope to spend some time during this last month reading a series that I have about explorers. We will start with the Vikings and work our way through Marco Polo, Magellan, Balboa, Columbus, Estevan, Hudson, Cook, DeSoto, Byrd, Peary and Henson, Earhart, Cousteau and finally ending with John Glenn. I am not sure that we will actually cover all these explorers but we will do our best with the time we have left.
