MAY
6TH
· Literature:  The 6th graders will continue reading excerpts from Treasures series, Volume 3. They will continue to work on analyzing story/text structure, and monitor comprehension.  We will continue our study of characterization, setting and plot in greater depth.  They will draw conclusions from their reading, and determine cause and effect.  The students will practice paraphrasing and summarizing.  Sequencing will be demonstrated by filling in Chain of Events graphics and completing Story Pyramids.
· Writing:  Students will identify the instructional words (compare and contrast, explain, analyze etc.) in an essay question and write a strong concise essay answering the question.  They will practice staying on topic.   
· Study skills:  We will continue practicing outlining and test taking strategies. 
· Grammar:  Writers Choice: Units 13 Adverbs and Unit 14 Prepositions, Conjunctions and Interjections
· Vocabulary and Spelling:  Units 13 and 14 will be covered.
7th
· Literature:  Students will continue reading the play, Our Town, by Thornton Wilder.  Students will discuss the proper way to read and understand the element of drama.  They will determine how this classic play represents life itself in its simplistic, uneventful way. If time, we will take a segment and perform it.  “Exposition” will be discussed as they read the narrators introductory description of the town.  The “point of view” will be determined as well as how it influences the play’s mood and tone and the reader’s perspective.
· Writing:  Students will identify the instructional words (compare and contrast, explain, analyze etc.) in an essay question and write a strong, concise essay answering the question.  They will practice staying on topic.   
· Study skills:  We will continue to practice outlining and test taking strategies.
· Grammar:  Unit 14 Clauses and Complex Sentences and begin diagramming.
· Vocabulary and Spelling:  Units 13 and 14 will be covered.
· Writing:  Students will identify the instructional words (compare and contrast, explain, analyze etc.) in an essay question and write a strong essay concisely answering the question.  They will practice staying on topic.   
8th
· Literature:  Students will finish reading The Crucible by Arthur Miller.  They will discuss the phenomena of mass hysteria and compare the play with the actual account of the Salem trials.  A cross-curriculum comparison will also be drawn in Social Studies class as well as Language Arts by discussing Senator McCarthy and the House Un-American Activities Committee.  The unit will end with the viewing of a History Channel DVD entitled “Witch Hunt” which investigates the psychological theories, the actual history and further information about the era.
· Study skills:  We will continue outlining and test taking strategies. 
· Grammar:   Students will diagnose a sentence through diagramming and then continue with Unit 15, Verbals. 
· Writing:  Students will identify the instructional words (compare and contrast, explain, analyze etc.) in an essay question and write a strong, concise essay answering the question.  They will practice staying on topic.   
· Vocabulary and Spelling: Units 13 and 14 will be covered.
