        MEMBERSHIP SELECTION PROCEDURE – NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY
      ACTIVITY FORM AND ESSAY DEADLINE – OCTOBER 21, 2011
The following is the procedure followed by the St. Thomas Aquinas Chapter of the National Honor Society at Holyoke Catholic High School.   It follows the guidelines suggested by the national organization and reflects Article IX in the NHS Constitution as well as the section on selection in the NHS Handbook.

1. Students’ academic records are reviewed to determine scholastic eligibility.  The standard used at Holyoke Catholic is a 3.60 cumulative GPA.  A list of candidates is generated from this standard.

2. Students are informed of their candidacy and are asked to complete a Student Activity Information Form that will be used to determine membership.  Included in the packet of information distributed to each candidate are the Activity Form, an overview of the selection procedure, an explanation of leadership, service and character, and an essay form.
3. The names of candidates are distributed to the academic dean, the dean of students, guidance counselors, and the entire faculty for feedback.  Discipline records, attendance/ tardy records and report card comments are consulted.  Faculty feedback is submitted in writing to the moderator.  All this information is brought in confidence to the Faculty Council meetings.
4. Five members of the faculty are appointed to the Faculty Council by the principal.  The Council members are instructed in the selection process, and they vote on each individual applicant.
5. Prior to meeting Faculty Council members receive copies of each Student Activity Information Form and a scoring rubric (Attached).  They meet to discuss each candidate and to determine each candidate’s eligibility, based on the rubric and the information available through faculty feedback and school records.  The predetermined average minimum score for selection is 11 out of a possible 15 points.
6. All students are notified of their membership status in writing at the same time by the chapter moderator – either through homeroom or a special meeting called by the moderator.  Both types of notification should appear the same from the outside to maintain privacy.  
7. Those candidates to be inducted and their families are invited to the Induction Ceremony, and they are given information about the obligations of membership.
8. Any serious breach of school rules or any drop in GPA below the selection standard of 3.6 may be grounds for dismissing a student from NHS.  These infractions may include cheating, skipping classes, excessive detentions, etc.  
