GRADE 11 – JUNIOR PLANNING CALENDAR


	SEPTEMBER

Begin to think about your plans for college.  What are your goals?  Meet with your Guidance Counselor for an individualized college/career planning session.

Plan your extra-curricular activities for junior and senior years. 

Attend the college representative visits in the 

Guidance office.  Scheduled visits are listed

on the Guidance website, the bulletin board outside of the Guidance Suite and via daily announcements.

Begin community service work – Juniors must complete 15 hours of community service before the end of the school year.
	OCTOBER

Take the free PSAT Preparation Course offered at the school.  

Take the PSAT test. 

If you are interested, attend the Financial Aid Night offered by the Guidance Department. 


	NOVEMBER

Stay focused!  Continue to do well in your classes.  Colleges will look very closely at your transcript from junior year. 

Set up a place or file for all of the college material you will receive.  Read materials to familiarize yourself with the college admissions process.

Become familiar with the Guidance Department and the materials and information on our webpage. 



	DECEMBER

Start to consider the best type of college environment and major for you. Ask others where they attended school and get information about their schools. 

Plan to visit colleges on weekends and school breaks. 

Plan your testing schedule – SAT: March, May, June and ACT: February, April, June.


	JANUARY

Review your PSAT results and the material that is sent with them.
Decide if you will need assistance preparing for the SAT and make arrangements to attend SAT Prep courses as available.

Plan your summer.  Schedule time to visit colleges and prepare for the fall SAT.  

Meet with your Guidance Counselor for an individualized college/career planning session. 

Continue community service work.

	FEBRUARY

Attend the College Night program offered by the Guidance Department.
Begin your college search!  Identify factors important in choosing a college (Two year?  Four Year? Size? Location? Private? Public?  Etc.).  Focus on your goals, career interests and special talents. 
Register for the March or May SAT Test and the April ACT Test (if appropriate).

Begin to investigate scholarship opportunities. 

Consider SAT Prep courses if necessary.




	MARCH

Register for the April or May SAT Test.

Meet with your Guidance Counselor to begin preparing a list of 10-20 colleges to research.  Contact colleges to get information or visit their websites.  

Research challenging summer courses, internships or jobs.  Look into travel opportunities and other activities.  These are all important for your resume and may be useful topics for your application essays.  

Choose your senior year courses.  

Register for the May SAT and SAT Subject Tests.
	APRIL

Visit colleges over Spring Break.  Try to get on campus when school is in session and classes are being held.
Attend college fairs. 

If you are interested in playing varsity sports in college, contact college coaches.  Create an athletic resume to share with coaches.  Register with the NCAA.

Research scholarships.  Many merit based scholarships are due in the fall.  

Complete 15 hours of community service.
	MAY

Register for June SAT or ACT Tests.
Take Advanced Placement exams (if appropriate).

Begin to narrow down your list of colleges.

Decide which colleges you will visit over the summer.

Begin to identify those individuals you will ask for a letter of recommendation:  teachers, coaches, employers, etc.



	JUNE

Take (or retake) SAT and ACT Tests.  

Finish the year with strong academics.  This is the most important semester in regards to college.  

Finalize your plans for the summer. 


	SUMMER MONTHS

Contact colleges on your list and request an application packet (or obtain one online).  Schedule a visit, take a tour and meet with a representative for an interview.  

Do your homework!  Read about the school you are visiting.  The representative may ask you questions about their school and why you think you’d be a good fit.

Create a resume of your activities and accomplishments. 

Complete the Senior Blue Form sent to you by the Guidance Department.  Fill it out with detail as your Guidance Counselor will use this form to write your letter of recommendation. 

Do something that makes you stand out – volunteer, try something new.  Representatives will be looking at thousands of applications – make yours unique! 

If you have a summer job, try to align it with the college major you are interested in – internships look great on a resume and on the job experience gives you an opportunity to see if you’d really like the field.  

Review your SAT and ACT Test results. Review, if necessary, so that you may improve your results in the fall of senior year. 


