GRADE 12 – SENIOR PLANNING CALENDAR


	SEPTEMBER

Attend the college representative visits in the 

Guidance office.  Scheduled visits are listed

on the Guidance website, the bulletin board outside of the Guidance Suite and via daily announcements.

Take advantage of individualized college and career planning sessions with your Guidance Counselor.  Schedule a visit during your study hall or after school.

Ask your parents to start gathering financial information needed to apply for Financial Aid.

Submit the CSS PROFILE registration form for those schools requiring the CSS PROFILE.

Begin writing your college application essays and bring them into school to be edited by a teacher.

Consider Early Decision, Early Action and rolling admission options.  The first round of ED/EA is usually November 1 and November 15.  You should submit rolling admission applications early in the fall.

Talk with your teachers and other adults about recommendations and give them the necessary information to write the letter.  
Register for the October ACT and/or SAT or SAT Subject Tests.

Begin community service work – Seniors must complete 20 hours of community service before the end of the school year.
	OCTOBER

Take the ACT and/or SAT and SAT Subject Tests.

Register for the December ACT and/or SAT and SAT Subject Tests (if you have not taken them at least once already).

Continue to attend college representative visits in the Guidance Suite.

Finish researching and begin comparing the colleges you have visited.  Try to reduce your list of choices to 5-10 schools. 

Plan to visit colleges and meet with on campus representatives (if you have not done so already).

Attend college weekends.

Continue to work on essays and applications.

Send in Early Decision or Early Action applications.

Start watching for scholarship information.  Scholarships information is available on the Guidance website, the bulletin board outside of the Guidance Suite and via daily announcements.

Attend the Financial Aid Night offered by the Guidance Department.
	NOVEMBER

Take the ACT and/or SAT and SAT Subject Tests.

Register for the December ACT and/or SAT and SAT Subject Tests (if you have not taken them at least once already).

Attend the first Senior Seminar meeting regarding an overview of the program.

Finish all rough draft applications and essays.  Go over them with your parent(s) and/or Guidance Counselor.
Apply to the schools you have chosen on your short list.  Make sure all the necessary paperwork has been thoroughly completed and turned in.

Observe all deadlines!
Do well academically this fall - your grades will have an impact for regular admissions or if you have been deferred for ED/EA.



	DECEMBER

Take the ACT and/or SAT and SAT Subject Tests.

Work on and send in college applications as you finish them.  Be sure to keep copies of the documents for your records.

Collect financial aid information and get FAFSA information online @ www.fafsa.ed.gov/.

Early Decision applicants who have been admitted must withdraw any other applications. 

Enjoy your winter break – aim to have all applications completed and mailed prior to the Holiday.  


	JANUARY

Let your Guidance Counselor know your first choice schools.  Stay in contact with your representative at those colleges.  Ask if you can send any additional academic or activity information or recommendation letters. 

Meet with your Senior Seminar moderator to discuss progress.

Watch application deadlines – complete any applications that are still pending. 
Continue to send in applications.  It is not too late to apply to college!

FAFSA may be submitted after January 1st.

Continue community service work.


	FEBRUARY

Check that the colleges have received all financial aid forms.

College acceptance letters may begin to arrive.  Inform your Guidance Counselor when you hear back from a school.

Pursue scholarship opportunities.  Scholarships information is available on the Guidance website, the bulletin board outside of the Guidance Suite and via daily announcements.  Investigate additional scholarship options through your home school district, employers, Church, online, etc.
Remain calm!  Remember to enjoy senior year!  

Send notes of thanks and appreciation to your teachers and others that helped you during the application process.

DON’T CATCH SENIORITIS!  Accepting colleges will look at your second semester grades!  Finish strong!




	MARCH

Turn in commitment papers for Senior Seminar with details of assignments and duties.

Submit tax forms to the Financial Aid Office of the colleges who request them.

Watch for your Student Aid Report (SAR) to arrive.   Make sure the colleges have received it.  Keep the original for your records. 

Keep active in school.  If you are waitlisted, the college will want to know what you have accomplished between the time you applied and learned of its decision.

Complete 20 hours of community service.
	APRIL

Attend a Senior Seminar presentation by a Human Resources representative regarding workplace decorum/issues.

Colleges will send responses.
Decide where you will attend.  Revisit a couple of schools if you are still undecided.  Go to informational meeting.  Write to the college you accept and to those you do not.  Inform your Guidance Counselor of your decision. 

Make sure that you have received the best financial aid package.  Contact the Financial Aid Office of your school of choice if you have questions or concerns.  
If you still want to attend a school that has wait-listed you, let the Admissions Office know of your desire.  Send any new information regarding grades, awards or accomplishments. 

Start looking for a summer job.  You’ll need some money for books… and pizza!
	MAY

Mail in the deposit to one college by May 1st.  Sign and return your financial award letter (if you received one) to accept it. 

Fill out loan applications.  

Continue to apply for scholarships.  Scholarships information is available on the Guidance website, the bulletin board outside of the Guidance Suite and via daily announcements.  Investigate additional scholarship options through your home school district, employers, Church, online, etc.

Take AP Exams if applicable.

Complete Senior Seminar experience.  Prepare presentation and written evaluation of your experience.  Give Senior Seminar experience presentation to a panel of faculty.

	JUNE

CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATE!!!

Attend all advising days, open houses, orientations and registration days offered by your college.

Complete a transcript request form so that your final transcript may be sent to your school.

Read books or look online for “college survival” skills.  

Send a thank you note for any scholarships you have received. 

Enjoy your summer.  You’ve worked hard – you deserve it!


