
Volume 16, Issue 2                                                                                                         December  2011  

 

 

                                                                       

Michael King , Principal                                                  Sonny Riggin , Assistant Principal                                                                                                
 

Phone: 302 436 -1020              www.sm.irsd.k12.de.us                        Fax: 302 436-1035  
            

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 Parent Conferences 4:00 ï 6:30 PM 
15 PTO Meeting 5:00 PM 

19 Board Meeting at Sussex Central Highï 7:00 PM 
23  Christmas Break Begins / School Closed until  

January 3, 2012 - School Resumes  

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

   

 I hope this school year is going well for your student at SMS. 
 Football,  soccer, and field hockey are almost coming to an end, 
 and soon wrestling and girls and boys basketball will be in full swing. 
 Please get your sports physicals early and return them to the nurse.  
 
The nurse is completing orthopedic screening and immunization updates and is 
planning to complete the vision and hearing screening prior to the winter break.  
 
If you ever have any questions or concerns, please call the nurse at 436-1029. We are 
all here to help your student have a successful school year. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 Reserve your copy  
of the awesome 2012 SMS yearbook now  

for below-cost at $21!   
 

There are two ways to order: Go to www.sm.irsd.k12.de.us, click the yellow activities 
button, then yearbook, then links (to pay with a credit card)   - or -   Bring $21 in cash or 

check (made out to SMS) to Ms. Simmons in the computer lab.  
 

 ORDER YOURS BEFORE  
THE PRICE GOES UP ON JANUARY 1, 2012! 

 
 

http://www.sm.irsd.k12.de.us/


 

 

 

 
 
 

 IN LANGUAGE ARTS , we have been focusing instruction on responding to 

 what we read by making connections to the text - personal connections, 

 connections to other texts, and connections to the world around us. We are  

 discovering that these types of connections are evidence of our critical 

 thinking skills and reflect a true understanding of what we read.  For the month 

 of December we will continue working in our Informative Text Structures Unit 

and discovering the answ ers to such Essential Questions as, òWhy is an authorõs choice of format 

important?ó and òHow can a reader use text structure to determine the authorõs purpose?ó 

Students will be reading and analyzing various non -fiction texts .  
 

MATH  students have completed their Bits and Pieces I unit on Rational Numbers (fractions, 

decimals & percents). The students have used benchmarking skills, estimation, and real life 

problems to discover how to best represent their  solutions. In our next unit, Shapes and 

Designs, we will be taking a closer look   at the properties of polygons.   
 

 IN SCIENCE , we are coming to the end of our My Body and Me Unit. Students have become 

 experts at understanding how the body works. They can explain  many of  the  

 systems in our body; from how food is digested to how blood travels around 

 our bodies. We look to complete this unit with dissecting deer hearts to 

 better understand how the heart works as a double pump. Thanks to all 

 parents who sent in deer hearts!  
 

IN SOCIAL STUDIES , we are wrapping up the Earthõs physical features and will begin an exciting unit 

on the Earthõs human geography. We will be focusing on the increasing populations across the world 

and the areas that people choose to settle. In  addition , during month of December, we will be 

focusing on cultures, governments, and economic systems as we study various places around the 

world.   
  

 DID YOU KNOW that the life expectancy of a pencil in middle school is 2.7 

 days? Please make sure that your child  is coming to school each day with all  

 the necessary  supplies and materials - lined paper, pencils, binders, etcé 

 
AMAZING AõS!! The RAD team would like to congratulate the following people for achieving all Aõs 
for the first quarter of the 2010 -2011 school year: Mikaela Brosanhan, Ronnie Ferrell, Alex 

Pszczola, Ryan McCoy, Dahria Kalmbach, Brianna Henry, Leah Brasure, Kaleigh Cordr ey, June 

Lupinetti, Mark Smith, Samantha Wheelen, Bailey Willey and Carly Warner.   

 

Congratulations ,  and keep up the great work!!!  

 


