The Principal's Newsletter -- Dec 12, 2011 – Jan 03, 2012

The Third Week of Advent -- Gaudete (Rejoice)!  The Lord is near!
It’s early Friday morning, December 9, and I leave shortly for a Brothers Province Council meeting in Santa Fe, New Mexico – a state which is appropriately nicknamed “The Land of Enchantment.”  I thought it best, therefore, to send the newsletter out before I leave, lest you go through “newsletter withdrawal” come Sunday morning.

Santa Fe is the western end of the New Orleans-Santa Fe Province of Christian Brothers.  The weather forecast is for cold but with magnificent scenery -- snow capped mountains, mesas, incredible expanses of land -- and thousands of luminaries (with electric lights in weatherproof bags for nightly displays) throughout Santa Fe.  The cuisine, too, promises to be great -- enchiladas, sopapillas, tacos, margaritas, and chilies rellenos – my favorite! 

Lasallian tradition continues strong in northern New Mexico, with two Lasallian institutions currently serving there – the Albuquerque campus of Lewis University and St. Michael's High School in Santa Fe.  Here's a brief update:

Saint Michael's, the only Catholic high school Santa Fe, is over 150 years old, dating to the mid-1800s when the Christian Brothers first went to New Mexico.  For much of its history, Saint Mike's was an all-boy boarding school, similar to SPS.  It is now a modern, coed day school with more than 700 students and doing well.  Brothers Rich, Bill Ray, Peter D, Jerry, and our nonagenarian Brother Abel have all served faithfully at St. Michael's.

Lewis University/Albuquerque is an extension campus of Lewis University in Illinois.  When The College of Santa Fe, which was started by the Brothers in the late 1940s as a baccalaureate granting, liberal arts institution, went bankrupt three years ago, Lewis agreed to continue the adult programs in Albuquerque that CSF had started.  The loss of CSF was painful for us Brothers as for years, the "student brothers" were sent there for undergraduate degrees.  Hence, Brothers Ken, Peter T, Peter D, Rich, Gale and yours truly all have undergraduate degrees from CSF. Today, the former College of Santa Fe has been bought and transformed into Santa Fe University for the Arts, as Santa Fe is a cultural Mecca. It is no longer Lasallian.  We thank God for the good done by the College for many years.  

As I stress often, we are part of an international educational system.  Lewis and St. Mike's are two of the 900+ Lasallian institutions in the world. I bring your best wishes to your Lasallian colleagues in New Mexico!
Mon, Dec 12 (Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe; regular schedule; E F G; period A review) 

 Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas.  Again, God shows his love for the poor.  Mary assumes the form of an Indian lady and uses Juan Diego, a peasant, to bring the Message to all.  This is a special day for the Mexican people, since the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe is located in Mexico City.  We remember in particular the wonderful Lasallian institutions of that country.

 Basketball:  9th, JV & Varsity at Rummel
Tue, Dec 13 (Special exam schedule; period A exam; prayer service; assembly; review for B & C; 1:30 dismissal)
· This Day in History:  In 2000, Vice President Al Gore concedes defeat to Texas Governor George W. Bush in his bid for the presidency, following weeks of legal battles over the recounting of votes in Florida.
· Soccer:  Varsity v. Fontainebleau (7:00)

Wed, Dec 14 (Exam Schedule; 1:30 dismissal)

· This Day in History:  In 1911, Norwegian explorer Roald Amundsen reaches the South Pole in Antarctica, marking the first time that humans reached the southern end of the Earth’s axis.
· Monkey Day:  “Monkey business” is officially allowed today.  Saint Paul’s will NOT be celebrating this day!
· Period B & C exam
· Soccer:  Varsity at Covington 
Thu, Dec 15 (Exam schedule; 1:30 dismissal)
 TDIH:  In 1791, Virginia becomes the last state to ratify the Bill of Rights, making the first ten amendments to the Constitution law and completing the revolutionary reforms begun by the Declaration of Independence
 National Cat Herders Day:  For all of you cat lovers, herd ‘em up today!  But this is also a day to attempt an impossible task – like herding cats.
 Exams for Periods D & E; Reviews for Periods F & G
 La Salle Hall:  A fire marshal inspection today.  If it passes, we can plan on occupancy of one wing over the Christmas holidays.  We hope for the best.
Fri, Dec 16 (Special Exam schedule; 11:00 am dismissal):  
· TDIH:  In 1773, the “Boston Tea Party’ occurs when a group of Massachusetts colonists disguised as Mohawk Indians board three British tea ships moored in Boston Harbor and dump 342 chests of tea into the water.
· Exams for Periods F & G

· Faculty Christmas Luncheon following exams.  Please do not try to schedule any meeting with teachers.
· Soccer:  Varsity v. Covington
· Basketball:  9th, JV & Varsity at Covington in the beginning of district play
· Wrestling in a dual meet at East Ascension 
Sat, Dec 17 

· Today begins the "final days of Advent", characterized by the "O Antiphons" taken from the Liturgy of the Hours. Today's antiphon:  O Sapientia: O Wisdom, O holy Word of God, you govern all creation with your strong yet tender care. Come and show your people the way to salvation.
· TDIH:  Orville & Wilbur Wright fly the first powered, controlled, heavier-than-air airplane at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina on this day in 1903. The flight wasn't much - 12 seconds, 120 feet. But it was the first controlled, sustained flight in a heavier-than-air craft, one of the great moments of the century.
· Wrestling:  JV in Fontainebleau Tourney; Varsity in Lafayette Tournament
· Basketball:  8th at John Curtis; Soccer: 9th in Rummel Tourney; JV at Fontainebleau
· SPS Habitat for Humanity Club Work Day – what a great way to show the true spirit of Christmas!
Sun, Dec 18:  O Adonai:  O sacred Lord of ancient Israel, who showed yourself to Moses in the burning bush, who gave him the holy law on Sinai Mountain: come; stretch your hand & set us free.
· TDIH:  In 1777, the new United States celebrates its first national day of thanksgiving, commemorating the American victory at the Battle of Saratoga after the surrender of General John Burgoyne.
Sun, Dec 18 – Mon, Jan 2 -- Christmas Holidays! 
Tue, Jan 3, 2012 -- School resumes at 7:45 am; regular schedule; ABCD 
Care & Vigilance:  Be especially careful and vigilant during these last days -- hallmarks of the Lasallian!  Parents, stress with your sons that we will conduct “business as usual” this week and accept nothing less than their best efforts and conduct.  We will show the students that we care, but we will be vigilant at all times. 
Chanukah:  As we Christians prepare to celebrate the great feast of Christmas, we extend our very best wishes to our Jewish brothers and sisters who are preparing to celebrate Chanukah, the Jewish Festival of Lights.  Unlike Christmas, which is always on December 25, Chanukah is a movable feast and this year begins at sundown on December 20th and ends at sundown on December 28.  It is a celebration of the victory of the Maccabees and the rededication of the Jerusalem Temple. It also commemorates the miracle of the oil that burned for 8 days.  We wish our Jewish brothers and sisters a blessed and joyful celebration of Chanukah!
Exam Schedules/ Semester Grades, etc:  Please note the following:

· On Monday, dismissal is at 3 pm
· On Tuesday through Thursday, dismissal is at 1:30 pm
· On Friday, dismissal is at 11:00 am
· The second quarter ends on Monday after period G.  
· Exams are a separate grading period and will appear as such on the report card.  The exams are SEMESTER exams – they will cover material from the entire semester.   
· The semester grade (the only grade that is factored into a student’s GPA) is computed as follows:
· 1st Quarter Grade  = 40% of the semester grade
· 2nd Quarter Grade = 40% of the semester grade
· Semester Exam
    = 20% of the semester grade
· Eligibility for Second Quarter Honor Roll will be determined by the quarter average grade only. 

Exam Honesty:  stress with your son the need to study and not take shortcuts which violate academic integrity. 
Grades &Report Cards: Grades will not be available and report cards will not be emailed until AFTER the holidays.  Teachers are not available over the holidays to discuss grades.  Thank you.
Holidays & Office Hours: We limit office hours during the holiday so anticipate needs (especially transcripts.)  I will be in the office most mornings and will check voice mail regularly.  Call me if you need something.  I’m happy to help, but sometimes I don’t have access to what you need.  Thanks!
SAFE DRIVING:  PLEASE speak with your son about the need to respect the residential speed limit!  You don’t need to be dealing with traffic court and insurance issues because of his need to speed.  And please stress overall safe driving techniques with your son.  Thanks.
Sweatshirts & Cold Weather:  I still have a few pre-owned, good condition SPS sweatshirts.  If your son needs one and money is tight right now, just have him come see me.  This will be handled confidentially.  ONLY St. Paul’s outerwear is allowed.

Christmas Holidays:  I worry about our students over the holidays.  They will be exposed to many temptations.  Accordingly, I feel compelled to repeat the following (here I go again!)  I can sense the students rolling their eyes, but I’m undeterred:
· Monitor your son’s activities during the holidays.  Do not let him attend unchaperoned parties.
· Look for signs of alcohol and drug use.  Insist on curfew adherence.  
· If you hold a gathering for a “few of your son’s friends” and a mob shows up, tell them to leave and if they don’t, call the police.  
· Here’s some data that would make for good conversation with your son:
· Based on a new report launched by the National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse (CASA) at Columbia University, frequent family dinners are an effective tool to help keep America’s kids substance free. The report finds that teens who have infrequent family dinners (fewer than three per week) compared to those who have frequent family dinners (five to seven per week) are more than twice as likely to say that they expect to try drugs in the future.  Eat together over the holidays!
· Teenagers respond differently to drugs than adults, and early use may lead to long‐lasting effects on brain development, according to new research.  A study presented last year at the Society for Neuroscience meeting showed that people who start using marijuana at a young age have more cognitive shortfalls. Also, the more marijuana a person used in adolescence, the more trouble they had with focus and attention.  Teen brains are only about 80% developed and don't fully mature until their mid‐20s, the researchers say; they add. "There's a myth that teen brains will bounce back, that they are really resilient, but in fact they may not be. It appears that they may be more vulnerable to drug use," says Frances Jensen, professor of neurology at Children's Hospital Boston. While a young brain is more "plastic" and able to learn, it can "maladapt," says Jensen. 
· The goal our student drug testing program is simple - to DETECT and DETER drug us and a recent study proved that drug testing significantly reduces student drug use. Funded by the U.S. Department of Education, the study is the largest and most rigorous examination of drug testing programs to date. The results verified that students subject to in-school random drug testing reported less substance abuse than their peers in high schools that did not have drug testing programs and that drug testing did not reduce student participation in extracurricular activities or affect their attitudes toward the school. The study involved more than 4,700 students in 36 high schools. The authors contend that the prevalence of illicit drug use among youths is high and warrants closer attention. Consequences of drug use during adolescence include low academic outcomes, delinquent behavior and unsafe sexual behaviors, the report stated
· Know that I’ll be praying for the safety of our students over the holidays (and for your safety and sanity, too!)
Current Student Re-Registration for 2012-13:  For those of you who plan ahead, here’s the process:

· Current 8th graders will be asked to register during the last two weeks of January.  We need to know if any current 8th graders do not plan on returning next year in order for us to know how many new 9th graders we can accept.

· Current 9th – 11th grade students will be asked to register during the first two weeks of February.  

· Current 12th graders – well, they don’t have to worry about registering for SPS next year!

· In all re-registrations for 2012-13, a $300 registration fee will be due.

· Also, if your son does not plan on returning for the second semester of this year, please let me know ASAP.

Cell Phones for Soldiers: Last week for the Student Council Cell Phones for Soldiers Drive. By selling used cell phone parts, the student council raises money to buy minutes for soldiers oversees. Please have your son take any items to the following classroom collection boxes: Gym, Library, Coach Moore, Coach Thomas, or Bro. Ken.   
Mission Collections, Adopt a Family Projects, and Other Worthy Causes:  Another reminder:  we encourage our students to be generous with these causes.  However, I again want to reassure parents that we DO NOT want to cause an economic hardship for our families.  Please speak with your son about charitable giving.  Perhaps you can reread as a family the parable of the Widow’s Mite.  Our teachers are aware that not every student can give or give a lot.  PLEASE let me know if your son is feeling uncomfortable with our appeals.  Ideally, your son’s contribution should come from HIS money.  Encourage him to give up a soda or a snack and donate those funds to these worthy causes.  He will learn so much more from this practice.
Musings on Last Week:
v Thanks to the Mothers Club and Student Council for an excellent display of luminaries last Sunday night.  The weather was great, the singing and service were spectacular, and the campus glowed with hundreds and hundreds of candles.  I hope your son told you how each bag had a hand written prayer/dedication on the bottom that was composed by the students.  It was a meaningful night for Saint Paul’s and many, many people came to campus to view the display.
v Thanks to the Campus Ministry, Liturgical Band, and Religion Departments for our liturgy last week.  It was a wonderful celebration of our Faith.  
v Thanks to Don and the maintenance staff for ALL they have been doing with set ups and other tasks.
v Thanks to all of you for your concern for our sick and injured students – of whom there are several right now!
v Thanks to our sports programs for their great showings last week.
v Thanks to Andrew and Kevin for Pack Time:  the video on homeless children was moving, to say the least.  My Pack immediately saw the applicability to the Adopt a Family program. 
Lunch with the Archbishop/ Changes in the Archdiocese:  I was a lunch guest of Archbishop Aymond recently at the Archbishop’s residence.  The Archbishop invited the CEOs of the 13 religious order-owned high schools to meet with him.  He was most gracious, welcoming, interested, affirming, and pastoral.  The CEOs (11 presidents & 2 principals) expressed appreciation for the Archbishop’s concern and welcomed dialogue with him – which he pledged to continue.  We affirmed the leadership of the new superintendent, Dr. Jan Lancaster, and the overall positive approach of the Office of Catholic Schools.  The Archbishop discussed some concerns about the future of Catholic education and assured all that no decisions have been made, pending the receipt of the Strategic Plan.  But he again stressed that some schools would close.  Again, it was quite an experience to be in the Archbishop’s residence!  I’m not used to such surroundings! We left feeling affirmed in our work and committed to helping shape the future of Catholic education in the archdiocese. 
Life and Dignity of the Human Person:  As we approach Christmas, it’s most appropriate to remember the Church social teaching on the Life and Dignify of the Human Person.  From the US Catholic Bishops Web Site:  In a world warped by materialism and declining respect for human life, the Catholic Church proclaims that human life is sacred and that the dignity of the human person is the foundation of a moral vision for society. Our belief in the sanctity of human life and the inherent dignity of the human person is the foundation of all the principles of our social teaching. In our society, human life is under direct attack from abortion and assisted suicide. The value of human life is being threatened by increasing use of the death penalty. The dignity of life is undermined when the creation of human life is reduced to the manufacture of a product, as in human cloning or proposals for genetic engineering to create "perfect" human beings. We believe that every person is precious, that people are more important than things, and that the measure of every institution is whether it threatens or enhances the life and dignity of the human person.
Letters of Application:  A few unedited application letter excerpts:  
· When I make my fortune I will donate a percentage of my money to St. Paul’s to support the school and also support the Brothers.

· From the time I was a child I can remember sitting on my Dad’s shoulders during parades and the SPS Marching Wolves go by.  They always looked cool with those hats and when my Dad would see you he would hold me even higher in the air and should out “I have another one for you Brother Ray!”  I didn’t know what he meant at the time, but I quickly learned as my four older brothers all ended up at Saint Paul’s.

· I never thought anyone could love school so much as the Open House speakers do.

· If I get accepted to St. Paul I will stride (sic) to be on Honor Roll

· Since I went to open house I have been so excited about St. Paul’s.  I have been studying harder and trying to do my best to make good grades because I really want to be there next year.  My mom said she was shocked at how hard I have been working.

· I have always imagined myself dressed in a SPS uniform and walking out on the football field with the crowd cheering.

· Hopefully, by God’s grace, I will be accepted into your beautiful, honorable, and joyful school.

· I know St. Paul’s School would be better than other high schools because it is bigger than Hannah (sic) but not as big as Jesuit, which I like.  It’s also where my friends are going.

Annual Fund:  Many thanks to those who have responded to my request.  For clarity sake, I offer the following:

· The Annual Fund helps with smaller, immediate programs and needs of the school as opposed to the Capital Campaign which is for long range, capital improvements such as the La Salle Hall renovation.

· You may “pledge” your gift and pay later or in installments (monthly, etc.) until drive ends on July 31.

· We do not directly send requests to grandparents, but each year a number of grandparents donate to SPS.  If your son has a grandparent who might be willing/able to donate, please mention the drive to them.  I’ll be happy to send something personally if you let me know – and, of course, they’ll get a nice, personal thank you note from me!  Their donation doesn’t have to be large – even a small or token donation is appreciated!  
· Gifts of stock are welcome and no gift is too small.
· Some of you are helping with the capital campaign or helped heavily with Jazz n Roll.  Please know I’m not greedy and if you’ve already “done your share”, that’s fine!  Just let me know.
· Please consider helping if you have not already done so.  Again, no donation is too small.  We are out to increase participation levels for this year.  Many thanks!
Employment Opportunity:  Mr. Mike McMurray, long time assistant business office bookkeeper, has decided to retire effective January 1.  We thank Mike for his many years of service to Saint Paul’s.  We are now looking for a replacement.  Applicants should have bookkeeping experience, be proficient with Quick Books, Excel, & Word.  This is a full time position, including summers.  If you know of someone interested, that person should send a resume to me.  

Commemorative Brick Program:  Saint Paul’s is beginning our Commemorative Brick Campaign. For only $125, you can purchase a personalized brick that will be placed in the courtyard of La Salle Hall.  Think about it as a great Christmas gift!  Complete information can be found in Wolf Tracks or on our web site (under Links.)  All the money collected from the Brick Program will go to the renovation of LaSalle Hall. ORDER NOW and spread the word!  Please call the Development Office if you have any questions.

Christmas Humor:  

· What nationality is Santa Claus? North Polish. 
· What kind of bird can write? A PENguin. 
· Why does Santa's sled get such good mileage? Because it has long-distance runners on each side 
· What did Santa shout to his toys on Christmas Eve? Okay everyone, sack time!! 
· If athletes get athletes foot, what do astronauts get? Missletoe! 
· A bunch of chess grandmasters bragging about their games in a hotel lobby -- Chess nuts boasting in an open foyer!
· What do you call a cat on the beach at Christmas? Sandy Claws!
· If Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus had a child, what would he be called? A subordinate claus.
· There once was a czar in Russia whose name was Rudolph the Great. He was standing in his house one day with his wife. He looked out the window and saw something happening. He says to his wife, “Look honey. It’s raining." She, being the obstinate type, responded, “I don't think so, dear. I think it’s snowing." But Rudolph knew better. So he says to his wife, “Let’s step outside and we'll find out." Lo and behold, they step outside and discover it was in fact rain. And Rudolph turns to his wife and replies," I knew it was raining. Rudolph the Red knows rain, dear!" 
· Did you hear that one of Santa's reindeer now works for Proctor and Gambel?  Comet cleans sinks!
· How many reindeer does Santa have??? 11:  Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Comet, Cupid, Donner, Blitzen, Rudolph, Olive (Olive the other reindeer, and Al (Then Al the reindeer loved him {all}). 
· OK, I’ll stop!  Merry Christmas!
A Look Ahead:
December 10 – ACT Testing on Campus
December 13 – Final Principal’s Assembly for First Semester

December 13-16 Semester Exams

December 16 – 11:00 AM Dismissal; Christmas holidays begin

January 3 – Classes Resume

January 4-6 – Senior Retreat

January 5 – Snack Day

January 16 – MLK Day Holiday

January 28 – SAT Testing on Campus

February 6 – Parent Teacher meetings – 5:30-7:30 in Student Center

February 11 – ACT testing on campus

February 13 – Teacher In-service morning 7:45-9:15

February 15/16 – Junior Unity Days/Angola Trips

February 16 – Mardi Gras Holidays begin at 3 pm

February 17 – Faculty Retreat – no classes

Whew!  That’s enough for this week!  

As usual, I’ll close with my paraphrase of one of my favorite NPR radio shows:  well, it’s happened again – you’ve squandered perfectly good time reading my ramblings!  Let me know if there’s an issue you would like me to address in my newsletters or a question you think applies to others.

And this is my last bulletin for 2011!   (I can hear you cheering!) Thanks for this past semester!  And with the ending of 2011 also comes the ending of our Centennial Year Celebration.  The events of the past twelve months have been a wonderful affirmation of the incredible 100 history of Saint Paul’s.  Thanks for having been a part of it – and thanks for being a part of the first year of our second century.  The future will be bright as long as we adhere to our Lasallian Mission of providing a human and Christian education to young people, especially the poor, by touching their hearts and allowing them to touch ours.  
As we prepare for the coming of the Lord, I offer an excerpt from St. John Baptist de La Salle's Christmas Eve Meditation:  Let us prepare a dwelling place worthy of Jesus, and let us dispose our hearts to receive him in such a way that he may be pleased to make his home there!  Let us detach our hearts from all that is profane and earthly.  The earthly soul, says Saint Paul, speaks with affection of the things of the earth, and does not know how to speak of anything else.  But, the same apostle says, the heavenly person speaks of the things of heaven and rises above everything else.  It is for this purpose that the Son of God has come to earth and wishes to come into our hearts.  If you wish to profit from the coming of Jesus Christ in you, let him be the master of your heart, and make yourself docile to whatever he may require, often saying to him with the prophet Samuel: Speak, Lord; your servant is listening.

Let us, then, listen to the Lord in these final days before Christmas! 

Have a blessed Christmas season! Maranatha!

Brother Ray Bulliard, FSC

Waiting Patiently for the Lord as the 17th Christian Brother Principal of Saint Paul’s School













