The Principal's Newsletter for January 2 - 8, 2012

Welcome back and Happy 2012 – the first full year of our second century!  I hope your vacation was personally renewing and spiritually fulfilling and that you have entered the New Year with hope, optimism, faith, and zeal.   I hope, too, that your family came closer during these special days.  I know you’ve missed the weekly newsletter during the holidays, so here’s the first edition of 2012:

In his meditation for January 1, Saint John Baptist de La Salle bluntly asks the Brothers the following questions:

 Is it only in vain that you live the name of Christian and minister of Jesus in the work that you do?  

 Do you live in a manner that befits these glorious names?  Do you instruct those for whom you are responsible with the attention and the zeal God asks of you in so holy a work?  

He then reminds the first Brothers (and us today) to make the following New Year's resolutions:  

 Act in a way that your life may begin today to be holy and edifying and continue to be so in the future. 

 By your good conduct, make yourself worthy of your distinguished role.

These sound like good resolutions to me! And while they were written for the first Brothers, they apply equally to parents, the primary educators of their children.  Let's pray for the grace to put these resolutions into practice!

At our opening of school prayer service last August 4, Student Council President Zach Barnett challenged the faculty to make the most of the 2011-12 year.  He exhorted us to do our best to touch the hearts of the students entrusted to our care.  He encouraged us to encourage the students to make the most of their year by getting involved and giving their best to all their endeavors.  I asked the teachers in their newsletter this week if they have been faithful in doing so and, if not, to renew their resolve to adopt the tried and true methods of the Lasallian educator.  I think parents, too, need to encourage their sons to make the most of the opportunities being given them.  I encourage you, therefore, to look for ways to have your sons make the most of each and every day. I wish you a happy 2012 and blessed second semester. 

Mon, Jan 2 (Memorial of Ss. Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen, Doctors of the Church)
· Last Christmas Holiday!  Enjoy!
· This Day in History:  In 1974, President Richard Nixon signed into law the Emergency Highway Energy Conservation Act, setting a maximum speed limit of 55 mph on federal highways – a reaction to the oil scarcity due to Middle East unrest.  Imagine cruising down Interstate - 12 today doing a max of 55!  I can remember those days!
· Happy Mew Year For Cats Day -- Felines, ever above mere humans in the great chain of being, have a day unto themselves to celebrate the “mewness” of a new time.
Tue, Jan 3 (Assembly schedule; periods A B C D)
 TDIH:  In 1924, British archeologist Howard Carter uncovers the stone sarcophagus with a solid gold coffin that held the Pharaoh Tutankhamen mummy.  Do you remember when this treasure visited New Orleans Museum of Art?  I do! 
 Drinking Straw Day:  Today celebrates the introduction on this day in 1888 of the modern drinking straw!  Celebrate by having the whole family use drinking straws tonight at supper! 
 Principal’s Assembly:  I look forward to the first recognitions of 2012!
 Soccer:  Varsity at Mandeville.  Geaux Wolves!
 Basketball:  9th, JV, Varsity v. Mandeville. GW!
Wed, Jan 4 (Regular schedule; E F G A)

 Memorial of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton:  The first American to be declared a saint, Elizabeth, after being widowed from her wealthy husband, devoted herself to the poor by establishing schools and starting a religious congregation.
 National Trivia Day:  Revel in trivia today!  Tell some totally useless but fascinating facts – like this one!
 TDIH:  In 1999, for the first time since Charlemagne's reign in the ninth century, Europe is united with a common currency when the "euro" debuts as a financial unit.  Some Europeans would rather forget this anniversary today!
 Senior Retreat begins today.  See below for more info.
 Basketball:  9th & VJ at Fontainebleau
 Soccer:  JV v. Mandeville (5:30) 
Thu, Jan 5 (Regular schedule; periods B C D E)

 Memorial of St. John Neumann:  This 19th century Bishop of Philadelphia became the first US Bishop made a saint.  He was instrumental in developing the Catholic school system.  May he intercede for all Catholic schools today!
 TDIH: 1933, construction begins on Golden Gate Bridge.
 Soccer: 8th & 9th v. Rummel
 Lacrosse Meet the Team (6)

Fri, Jan 6 (Regular schedule; periods F G A B)

 Traditional Feast of the Epiphany – Twelfth Night!  The Twelve Days of Christmas are over!  No more turtle doves, French hens, milking maids, leaping lords, or swimming swans. You can keep the golden rings, however.  Enjoy the quiet from that angry partridge in the pear tree and those darn drummers drumming! 

 TDIH:  1838, Samuel Morse's telegraph system is demonstrated for the first time.
 National Bean Day:  Celebrate the lowly legume!  Enjoy a tasty bean dish today!
 Basketball:  8th & 9th v. Curtis 
Sat, Jan 7 

v St. Raymond of Penafort:  this 12th century Spanish Dominican Priest was known for his scholarly work and holiness.  He is patron saint of canon lawyers, specifically, and all lawyers generally.
v TDIH:  In 1789, America holds first presidential election (Spoiler alert: George Washington won!)
v I’m Not Gonna Take It Anymore Day:  I’ll let you decide what you’re not going to take anymore.  Just hope it’s not SPS or me, although some of you will probably vote for this newsletter.
v Application Day.  Applicants for next year take the placement test this morning.  Pray for a successful day.
v Basketball:  8th in Holy Cross Tournament

v Wrestling:  Jr Hi in Rummel Tourney; JV & Varsity in District Meet at Northshore
v Soccer: 8th v. Vandebilt;  JV & Varsity v. Alexandria Hi (2 & 3:30) 
Sun, Jan 8 – Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord

· TDIH:  In 1815, two weeks after the War of 1812 officially ended, U.S. General Andrew Jackson achieves the greatest American victory of the war at the Battle of New Orleans. 
· National JoyGerm Day:  This is a day devoted to spreading joy via acts of kindness such as a hug, kiss, love letter, compliment, or any unexpected act of compassion.
· Feast of the Patroness of Southeast Louisiana, Our Lady of Prompt Succor.  This devotion originated with a French Ursuline nun, who brought to New Orleans a statue she had commissioned under the title of Our Lady of Prompt Succor. This statue now stands above the main altar in the Ursuline Chapel on State Street.  Our Lady of Prompt Succor! Hasten to help us!  OLPS played a prominent role in the Battle of New Orleans (see above)
· Lacrosse v. Lafayette

· Football Awards Banquet
RIP:  Brother Edwin Grillet, FSC, a member of the Saint Paul’s Retired Brothers Community, died peacefully in his sleep on Dec 29 after a brief illness.  Brother Ned, as we called him, was 97 years old – the oldest member of the New Orleans-Santa Fe Province of Christian Brothers.  Brother joined the Saint Paul’s Community in August.  During the course of   his 80+ years (wow!) as a Christian Brother, he was, in the words of our Provincial Brother Tim Coldwell “constant and faithful in all of his spiritual, apostolic and community activities.”  Tim further wrote that “his wisdom and wry humor endeared him to all of us.”  I wish you could have known him.  He was a remarkable man and faithful son of John Baptist de La Salle, who undoubtedly met Ned as he entered the Kingdom.  Eternal rest grant unto you, Brother Edwin, and may perpetual light shine upon you!  Rest in peace, good and faithful Brother!  We will miss you.
Mr. Doug Donahue Update:  Over the holidays, 8th and 9th grade counselor Doug Donahue made progress.  He is breathing on his own and even speaking.  He still faces, however, months of a long and difficult road to recovery.  Accordingly, after much thought and prayer, Mrs. Dianne Donahue has decided that it is time for both of them to retire from Saint Paul’s, effectively immediately.  Doug’s health, while improved, is just not going to allow him to return.  And Dianne will need to be his caregiver.  We cannot begin to thank Doug and Dianne for their 60+ combined years of service to the cause of Lasallian education.  Their presence will be sorely missed.  We wish them a long and comfortable retirement with a return to health for Doug as quickly as possible.  And I am very grateful to Dianne for reaching this difficult but correct decision.  Her courage is to be commended.

As a result, I am appointing Mrs. Renee’ Miller as Guidance Department Chair.  I also announce that Mrs. Mary Pierson will replace Dianne Donahue as Special Needs Coordinator / Records Custodian for the Guidance Department.  Mary will be relieved of two of her classes.  I also announce the hiring of Mrs. Gina Hall, a noted Lasallian educator, to replace Doug as 8th and 9th grade counselor/academic advisor.  Gina comes to us with a wealth of experience in school administration, student assistance, and Lasallian awareness.  I will introduce Mrs. Hall to the 8th and 9th graders after Tuesday morning’s assembly.  Please call on Gina for assistance (892-3200, ext. 1292.  Her email address will be ginah@stpauls.com and should be in operation by Wednesday.

Grades, Exams, Report Cards, etc.  
· Report Cards will be emailed by Thursday, although grades have been accessible on Edline for most of last week.  There are no parent-teacher conferences at this time, so email any concerns to teachers.
· Semester Exams DID NOT lower most student averages.  The overwhelming number of students earned the same grade on exams that they had going into exams.  There were a few exceptions – on BOTH ends of the spectrum (students who did worse and students who did better.) What the semester exams did accomplish is give your son college preparatory experience – which will pay dividends in the future.
· Honor Roll Breakfasts: Second quarter HR breakfast schedule is: 8th & 9th grade on Wed, Jan 25; 10th & 11th grade on Thu, Jan 26, and 12th grade on Fri, Jan 27.  Time:  7:40-8:20.  HR is determined by second quarter grades, not semester grades.
Application Day:  This Saturday, January 7, all new applicants for NEXT year’s 8th or 9th grade will take the placement exam at 8 am in the student center.  This is the last day I can accept an application so if there’s any sibling in waiting out there who hasn’t applied yet, please do so this week as I’ve already got enough applicants for next.

New Year’s Resolutions:  Please make the following part of your New Year Resolutions!
 If your son is absent, phone Erin before 9 am at 892-3200, ext. 1280, & SEND A NOTE when he returns.

 Have your son check Lost & Found which contains:  coats, sweaters, shirts, lunch boxes, belts, etc.

La Salle Hall:  Due to a classroom furniture delivery delay, the La Salle Hall move, scheduled to occur over the holidays, has been delayed.  While disappointing, this will allow even more “finishing touches” to take place.  An official blessing and open house are scheduled for Wed, Jan 11, from 6 – 8.  Details to come.  Again, I am most grateful to Trevor Watkins for ALL of his hard work in being “project manager.”  The building is beautiful!  Now, I just have to pay for it! (Hint!)
Our Centennial:  Our Centennial celebration officially ended at midnight on Dec 31 – with a plethora of fireworks!  How nice of people to do that!  Who will forget the inspiring mass last January with Archbishop Aymond?  The banners adorning campus?  The March to the Justice Center?  The Centennial pins?  The Sep 14 Birthday assembly/march?  The Did You Knows?  The March through History?  And the many other events that made our year memorable? Thanks to the Centennial Committee who planned all of this!  We still have a surprise of two to come, but we now concentrate on our second century!

Musings on Past Few Weeks:

· Exam week went well.  We had few “issues” and most understand semester grading policy.  Thanks for cooperating!
· Thanks to Phil Williams for organizing the Christmas Prayer Service.  It was wonderful.  Special thanks to the liturgical band and all who read, reflected, sang, played, prayed, and participated. Hope your son told you about it.
· Thanks to Mothers Club who supplied much food for our faculty Christmas party.  A good time was passed by all.
· Heartiest congratulations to Coach Lee Pierre on his wedding on Dec. 17!   Luke Barwick and Ken Sears were dashing groomsmen; Kevin Moore & Mason Cole ushered gallantly; Dylan Long & Nick Pecoraro distributed Eucharistic exemplarily; Dane Stubbs read flawlessly; the Marching Wolves greeted the wedding party at the student center exuberantly; Saint Paul’s Bus #1 transported the wedding party beyond the scope of any limousine carrier; Brother Ken & Ann Simpson played and sang heavenly. We wish Lee and Ashli a lifetime of happiness.
· Thanks to all who helped with the Adopt a Family program.  The results were great.  In addition, we donated $500 to the Covington Food Bank and $500 to the Rotary Club Feed the Needy Program which used our facility.
· Special congrats to Wrestling Wolves who adopted a family of TEN children!  One of the little boys wants to be a fireman so the wrestling team arranged for the Covington FD to arrive at the party and give the children a ride around the block on the fire engine – with sirens blaring and lights flashing!  It was a memorable Christmas for that family!
· Thanks to all who helped the Rotary Club with their Feed the Needy program.  Over 1000 Christmas meals were prepared in our cafeteria and delivered on Christmas morning.  It was quite a humbling sight!
· Thanks to all the coaches who kept our student athletes focused on their seasons by having practices during the holidays, including Christmas Eve.  This provided a positive, safe, healthy activity for our students. 
· Congrats to Basketball Wolves for winning two of three games in the Holy Cross Tournament.
· Congrats to the Soccer Wolves for advancing to the semi-final round in the SPS Holiday Tournament.
·  Thanks to Brother Ken for single handedly managing the 10 pm Christmas Eve liturgy in the school chapel.  A large crowd, composed largely of alums and current students, attended.
Senior Retreat:   Our prayers and best wishes go with the seniors & Retreat Team on the annual senior retreat at from Wed through Fri.  We owe the team a great deal of thanks for undertaking this important ministry.  Seniors regularly report that this experience is a highlight of their careers at Saint Paul’s.  Please keep them in your prayers.

New Christmas i-things, phones etc.: Discourage your son from bringing expensive electronic devices to school.  Cell phones may NOT be used during the day.  All such devices must NOT be left unattended.  We cannot be responsible for your son's electronics.  Also, students SHOULD NOT bring large amounts of money to school.  Students should LOCK their wallets in their locker before going to PE or GIVE them to a coach.

2012-13 Registration:  Please note the following:

· Current 8th graders:  registration information will be emailed on January 20.  Current 8th graders planning to return for 2012-13 will have until Jan 31 to re-register.  Unregistered spots will be offered to new students during the 1st week of Feb.

· Current 9th – 11th grades:  registration will take place in early - Feb.  You don’t need to do anything now

· Current 12th grade:  You don’t need to register for SPS for 2012-13!  Rejoice!

· Registration will involved the payment of the $300 registration fee.
Annual Fund:  Many thanks to those who have responded to my request.  For clarity, I offer the following:

· Almost all private schools conduct annual funds; many are high pressured; ours is not.

· The Annual Fund funds tactical, short term projects, e.g. technology, special programs (e.g. engineering).  The Capital Campaign funds large infrastructure projects (the $4 million La Salle Hall renovation.)

· You may “pledge” your gift and pay later or in installments (monthly, etc.). 

· While we are not sending requests to grandparents, every year a number of grandparents do donate to the school.  If you would like to inform your son’s grandparents of the drive, please do so – I’ll send them a nice “thank you” note, too!  Even a small donation ($5!) is welcome.

· Gifts of stock are welcome.

· No gift is too small. I repeat: no gift is too small! What’s important is that everyone participates.
· If you are contributing to the Capital Campaign or financially supporting SPS in some other way, I understand!  Thank you for your generosity

· Please consider helping if you have not already done so and are in a position to do so.  Many thanks!

Commemorative Brick Program:  Saint Paul’s Commemorative Brick Campaign is in full swing. For only $125, you can purchase a personalized brick that will be placed in the courtyard of La Salle Hall.  Complete information can be found in Wolf Tracks or on our web site (under Links.)  All the money collected from the Brick Program will go to the renovation of LaSalle Hall. ORDER NOW and spread the word!  Call the Development Office if you have any questions.

Sweatshirts & Cold Weather:   I still have some pre-owned, good condition SPS sweatshirts.  If your son needs one, just have him come see me.  This will be confidentially.   ONLY SPS cold weather wear is accepted.

St. Peter Parish Confirmation Program will be registering sophomores (and juniors who have not yet been confirmed) for Confirmation classes.  There will be a registration and parents' meeting on Sun, Jan 15th at 6:30 p.m. in St. Mary's Hall.  At least one parent, without the child, should attend and bring a copy of their child's Baptismal Certificate and the $100 registration fee.  No one should refrain from registering for lack of ability to pay, so if this is an issue for anyone, contact Saint Peter (985-893-2047 or confirmation@stpeterparish.com)  Classes begin on Sun, Jan 22nd at 6:30 p.m.
December 13 Assembly:  I hope the students enjoyed our December 13 assembly.  Here’s some of what we did:

· Listened to a beautiful rendition of “Wait for the Lord” sung by the French monastic community of Taize.  It’s the song that the religion classes sang during Advent.  While the music was playing, junior Wesley Tate lit three Advent candles.  I then invited the students to sing along with the monks and lowered the music.  The singing of “Wait for the Lord” by 870 young men was quite powerful. We then prayed for the family of senior Markell Powell who lost his Aunt Denise recently and for Christian and Hayden Ingram who lost their grandfather, Dr. John Cottingham.  And we prayed to make the most of the remainder of Advent and to prepare for the coming of the Lord.

· Recognized and thanked all those who made the SPS Luminaries celebration so special, especially the Student Council, Lasallian Leaders, Band, and Mothers Club.

· Recognized and thanked the almost 40 students who donated at our recent blood drive by reading from a letter from the Blood Bank which informed us that the donations will help over 100 patients in need.
· Recognized senior Justin DiCharia for being chosen from the 23 Catholic high schools as the nominee of the Archdiocese of New Orleans to the US Senate Youth Program.
· Recognized the following students for earning PERFECT scores of 36 in recent ACT tests:  Sean Ross (English); Andrew Pennison (Reading); Brandon Pierce (Science); Gabe Emerson (Science); Reed Wilson (English) & Reid Andrus (Reading)

· Recognized senior Gabe Emerson for being named to the LHSAA Football All State ACADEMIC Composite Team.  This is quite an honor that recognizes both athletic and academic accomplishments.  
· Recognized and congratulated the following juniors from St. Jane de Chantel Parish for receiving the sacrament of Confirmation:  Robert Klazynski, Matthew Lewis, Giovanni Sequeira; Michael Vetter, & Kasey Wolkart.

· Recognized and congratulated the Soccer Program for a clean sweep of the Sacred Heart Cup Tournament.  The Wolves won all three divisions:  Varsity, Junior Varsity, & Junior High.  The team captains presented the trophies to Athletic Director Craig Ketelsen
· Recognized and congratulated the Wrestling Wolves for finishing 1st out of 31 teams in the Trygg Tournament.  This is the first time a SPS team has won this tournament. The individual place winners are: Connor Campo (1st); David Englehardt (1st); Tanner LeBlanc (1st); James Cavalier (1st); Chris Arms (1st); Dominic Iovenitti (2nd); Chris Meraux (3rd); Matt Rader (3rd); & Bryant Badeaux (3rd).  The Wolves also won the Northshore Dual Tournament in December with Connor, Chris, and Andrew Mullet leading the team.
· Recognized and congratulated the Basketball Wolves for their recent wins. 
· At this point, I interrupted the assembly and treated the students to one of my favorite pieces of Christmas music:  For Unto Us a Child is Born from George Fredrick Handel’s masterpiece Messiah (not “The” Messiah!)  For three minutes and 45 seconds, the gym was transformed into an 18th century concert hall with Handel, one of the greatest of the Baroque composers, conducting his musical masterpiece.  It was beyond wonderful.
· Next, I explained that two students had arranged for a gift to be given to each student.  Freshmen Kole Gorney and Tanner Bruner had wrist bands made for each student.  The bands are blue and gold and have the phrase “Live Exemplary” stamped on them – a reminder to live according to the Lasallian principles of Saint Paul’s School.  What a wonderful conclusion to our Centennial Celebrations!  The wrist bands were quite a hit and I hope your son showed you his.  Thank you, Kole and Tanner, for this meaningful Christmas gift to your fellow students!
 We then sang the SPS fight song and ended with junior Christian Voelkel extinguishing the Advent candles and my reminding the students what the candles represent – the coming of the Lord into our hearts and our world.  I exhorted them to leave the gym and spread God’s love to all whom they meet.  They exited to the sounds of Handel.  It was a great assembly!
A Look Ahead
· January 3 – Classes Resume with periods A,B,C,D

· January 4 – Seniors leave for retreat; they return Friday afternoon

· January 10 – Late start (9:00) to allow for the LSU’S BCS Championship game the night of Jan 9

· January 11 – La Salle Hall dedication/open house (6-8 pm)

· January 16 – Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday

· January 18 – SPS Science Fair

· January 25 – 8th and 9th grade honor roll breakfast

· January 26 – 10th & 11th grade honor roll breakfast

· January 27 – 12 grade honor roll breakfast

Words of Encouragement Dept:   From an alumus whose son is applying for next year:   It has been over 30 years since I walked the halls of St. Paul’s.  Had I not attended St. Paul’s, I can honestly say that my life would be totally different.  I would not have the life that I have or the family that I love so much.  It’s why I hope that my son will be allowed the same opportunity.


Mark Twain’s Classic Seasonal Quotation:  New Year's Day: Now is the accepted time to make your regular annual good resolutions. Next week you can begin paving hell with them as usual.   
Even though it’s a New Year, I will still close with a paraphrase of one of my favorite NPR radio shows:  well, it’s happened again – you’ve squandered perfectly good time reading my ramblings!  Again, please let me know if there’s an issue you would like me to address in my newsletters or a question you think applies to others.  

Know of my prayer for you and your family, especially as we begin the New Year!  Again, thanks for being part of the 2011-12 edition of Saint Paul’s! Happy New Year!

Brother Ray Bulliard, FSC

Blessed to See 2012 as the 17th Christian Brother Principal of Saint Paul’s School













