The Principal's Newsletter for January 9 - 16, 2012
Thanks for an excellent, but busy, first week of the second semester.  I think we are off to a great start in 2012.

Over the holidays, I re-read a talk given by senior Andrew Mullet during our faculty prayer service on August 4.  I thought it good enough for all of us to remember Andrew’s message “way back when.”   It’s a good example of empowering students to be Lasallian change agents: 

Just as you leave fingerprints on everything you touch: walls, doorknobs, and books, you can also leave prints on the hearts of those students entrusted to your care. If, on your journey, you are to be true companions of St. John Baptist de La Salle, then there is really no choice about the entire matter of leaving “heart prints.”  He says, “Do you have faith that is able to touch the hearts of your students and to inspire them with the Christian spirit? This is the greatest miracle you can perform and the one that God asks of you, for this is the purpose of your work” (Mediation 139.3). 
You might say, “How can we touch hearts?” Well, the all the ways we can leave “heart prints” are summed up in one word – LOVE. St. John Baptist de La Salle frequently quotes St. Paul…how appropriate, right? In his first letter to the Corinthians, St. Paul describes love – a love that touches hearts. So, as companions of St. La Salle, how can you demonstrate this love? How can you leave “heart prints?” By dealing patiently with others; by being kind to others; by never acting jealous or rude. Compassion, understanding, showing concern, and listening are all ways to touch hearts. When you are not irritable or resentful or rejoice at wrong, but rejoice in the right, you leave “heart prints.” Some of you may further ask, “Why?” When you touch someone’s heart, you make a difference in his or her life. “Make a difference.” It’s a pretty good motto to live by. But I want to take it one step further…to “Leaving a Legacy.” Yeah, I know…sounds a little complicated for a school year, but let me tell you a little story. 
Imagine you had a bank account and every morning, you were credited with $86,400. You could do with it whatever you wished, spend it how you please. However, at the end of the day, any of the money you failed to use during the day went away. It carries over no balance from day to day. What would you do? Draw out and use every cent, right? Well, I’m going to tell you that each of us has such a bank. Its name is TIME. Every morning, it credits you with 86,400 seconds. Every night it writes off as lost whatever part of it you have failed to invest in a good purpose. It carries over no balance. It allows no overdraft. Each day it opens a new account for you. Each night it burns the remains of the day. If you fail to use the day's deposits, the loss is yours. There is no drawing against "tomorrow." Today is a gift (that’s why it’s called the present). We know our time here is limited, but what we do with that time will have a long-lasting significance. Use the gifts you’re given to make a difference…to touch hearts. And, if somewhere down the line, someone was to come up to you and say, “I felt your touch,” well that might just be legacy enough.

Wow.  Can you believe a student wrote the above for the faculty?  Andrew’s words powerfully speak to all of us as we begin 2012, the first year of our second century.  Those first Benedictines & Christian Brothers made a difference –and now expect us to continue their work.  As I tell our faculty, our work here has meaning.  It's not just a job.  We are re-creating the work of Saint John Baptist de La Salle in Covington.  We must give truth to the statement crafted years ago by a group of Brothers who were asked to describe the Lasallian School.  Here’s what those Brothers wrote:  In its essence, a Lasallian School is not a book, a building, or a program.  A Lasallian School is people -- people who electrify the building & make its environment supportive of growth.
As we begin 2012, I again urge all of us to take to heart St. John Baptist de La Salle's words for Jan 1, which I quoted last week:  Act in a way that your life may begin today to be holy and edifying and continue to be so in the future. By your good conduct, make yourself worthy of your distinguished role – which is exactly what Andrew Mullet is urging us to do.  Thanks, Andrew!  May the seniors’ final months with us be examples of ACTION!
Mon, Jan 09 (Regular schedule; periods C D E F)
· TDIH:  In 1493, Christopher Columbus, sailing near the Dominican Republic, sees three "mermaids"--in reality manatees--and describes them as "not half as beautiful as they are painted.”
· National Static Electricity Day:  Rub your feet on the carpet, take a sweater off fast, reach out and shock someone!
· National Clean Off Your Desk Day:  I intend to do my part and encourage you to do the same!
· Louisiana Inauguration Day:  We offer our prayers and best wishes to our state’s newly elected officials who take office today.  May God guide them as they make decisions which affect the future of our state and its citizens, especially the young people who will inherit their efforts for many years to come.
· BCS Game:  I’m told there’s a big football game tonight.  Sorry I don’t have more details!  Enjoy! (GT!) In honor of this game, however, Monday is a “purple and gold/LSU” dress down day.
Tue, Jan 10 (9 am BCS Bowl Start schedule; periods G A B C)

 Due to BCS Bowl Monday night, we begin at 9 am today

 This Day in History:  1941, Franklin Roosevelt introduces the lend-lease program to Congress to help Britain beat back Hitler's advance while keeping America only indirectly involved in WW II.
 National Cut Your Energy Costs Day.  Let’s CELEBRATE this day by conserving as much energy as possible!
 Basketball:  Varsity at  Slidell
 Soccer:  8th v. Monteleone; Varsity v. Slidell
Wed, Jan 11 (Regular schedule; periods D E F G)
 TDIH:  In 1973, owners of the 24 major league baseball teams vote to allow teams in the American League to use a "designated pinch-hitter" that could bat for the pitcher, while still allowing the pitcher to stay in the game.
 Basketball:  9th & JV at Ponchatoula
 La Salle Hall Blessing and Open House:  See below for more info
Thu, Jan 12 (Regular schedule; periods A B C D) 
Fri, Jan 13 (Regular schedule; periods E F G A)

 Explore Test for 8th Grade in Student Center (see below for more info)
 Basketball:  9th in Country Day tournament; 9th, JV, & Varsity v. Ponchatoula
 Soccer:  Varsity at Ponchatoula
 Wrestling:  Varsity in Lee High Tournament through Saturday
Sat, Jan 14 
v TDIH:  1973, the Miami Dolphins defeat the Washington Redskins 14-7 at the Los Angeles Coliseum in Super Bowl VII, becoming the first team in National Football League (NFL) history to finish with an undefeated season.
v Math Tournament:  The Fighting Math Wolves travel to Brother Martin’s Tournament today!  Good luck!
v Soccer:  8th in SPS Jr Hi Tournament
v Basketball:   8th in Catholic League play; 9th in Country Day Tournament
v Lacrosse:  JV & V at Rummel
v Wrestling:  Jr Hi in Hanhville Tournament
Sun, Jan 15
· Math Tournament:  Fighting Math Wolves travel to Baton Rouge for competition today.
· Basketball:  8th v. Holy Cross & Shaw at Rummel; 9th in Country Day Tournament
· Wrestling:  Jr Hi & JV in Pearl River Meet; V in LA Classic
· Soccer:  SPS 8th grade Tournament
· National Do Nothing Day:  I intend to celebrate this day!
Monday, January 16 (Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday -- no classes)
Next Week:

· Monday is a “purple and gold/LSU” dress down day.  Students may wear their APPROPRIATE LSU attire in lieu of the SPS dress code attire.
· Tuesday is a 9 am start to accommodate the bowl game.  Library and cafeteria will be open at usual time to accommodate early arrivals.
· Friday is the Explore Test for 8th Graders.  Please encourage your 8th grade son to take this test seriously.  It’s an 8th grade version of the ACT and is designed to predict how well he will do on the ACT.  If the test shows deficiencies, there is still much time to correct them.  
Doug Donahue Update:  From an email from Dianne last Friday: The day has finally come and I will pick Doug up and bring him to Dreux's [Dianne’s son] house.  If all goes well, we will return to Covington on Wednesday.  Once we are home Doug will have therapists come to the house to treat him and in time he will be able to go to them.  There is still a long road ahead of us, but with God's help we will make it.
Application Day:  Saturday’s testing was very successful with a large group of prospective applicants.  Our work now begins.
La Salle Hall Blessing / Open House:  On this Wednesday, January 11, we will hold and Open House for La Salle Hall from 6-8 pm with the official blessing taking place at 6:30   All are invited to attend to tour the new building and receive explanations of what the various parts will be used for.  So many people have been working furiously in order to have the building ready for touring.  The completion of this project is a fitting “centennial gift” to Saint Paul’s School and we will all benefit from it.  Refreshments on Wednesday will be available in the student center courtesy of the Mothers Club. We hope for good weather and a good turnout.

Report Cards:  Report cards were emailed last week.  Let me know if you did not receive your son’s report card.

From The SPS Mothers Club:  It has been brought to our attention that one of the sporting good stores in Mandeville has been printing items with the St. Paul’s name.  We realize he is not using the trademark logo so he is in his right to print whatever he wants on clothing and sell it.  But, we would like to encourage St. Paul’s parents to purchase their St. Paul items through the bookstore as we have a large selection of items.   I would hope if parents are reminded that the purchase of St. Paul items through the bookstore is only paying it forward to the boys that this would encourage them to buy their items through the bookstore.  I would remind the parents that all the money that is made through the bookstore supports our St. Paul community and is funneled back to benefit the boys.  The bookstore has now moved to our new home in LaSalle Hall and the hours of operation are the same which are during the boys’ lunchtime Monday through Friday.  
 I encourage you to support the SPS Mothers Club Bookstore.  They help SPS in SO many ways.  Thanks, MC!  
Letters of Application:  Another set of unedited application letter excerpts:  
· My brother graduated from Saint Paul’s seven years ago and I remember him working on a lot of interesting projects. He built a huge bridge, a staircase and a gazebo out of balsa wood which my mom still has in her kitchen.
· I have always wanted to be a wide receiver on the St. Paul’s football team.  That would be so exciting, especially since I have never been on a school football team before.  
· It’s a wonder not every 7th grade graduate doesn’t choose St. Paul’s.
· St. Paul’s will help me become a better steward to the community.
· I think of myself as a very, very flawed follower of Christ, but here is always time to learn and improve.  I wish to improve by surrounding myself with the great and wonderful teachers and students of St. Paul’s School.
· I want to go to Saint Paul’s because everybody that I have met that does to Saint Paul’s is never stressed.  
Musings on Last Week:

· Thanks to all who helped make our first week back a successful one.
· Thanks to all who helped make the senior retreat successful.  The retreat team was outstanding.  And from all reportsl, the retreat was a powerful experience for the Class of 2012.  The support given them by those “left behind” in terms of substitutions, etc. was equally outstanding.  
· Congrats to the JV Basketball Wolves for the win over Mandeville.  The Varsity lost a tough one to Mandeville.
· Congrats to Soccer Wolves!  JV & Varsity beat Mandeville & 8th & 9th grade teams beat Rummel.
· Congrats to the Varsity Wrestling Team, too, for ANOTHER District Championship on Sat.  And our Junior High Wrestlers did great in the Rummel Tournament.  12 out of our 19 wrestlers finished in the top four.
· Thanks to Danielle Lavie for another excellent Wolf Tracks!  Hope you received your copy.
· Congrats to Football Staff for a well deserved awards banquet on Sunday.  Many people worked to make it a special event for the 2011 edition of the Wolves.
· And our lacrosse wolves were scrimmaging and playing over the weekend.  
National Vocations Awareness Week:  We are in vocation crisis in the Catholic Church in America.  If we take our Catholic faith seriously, we must consider what the future will look like with ever fewer numbers of priests and even fewer consecrated religious.  Certainly, Saint Paul’s will probably experience the disappearance of Brothers (at least active, employed Brothers) in the not too distant future.  If the occasion arises, discuss vocations with the students.  In any event, pray that young people are open to God’s call and that the Spirit guide us as we face the future.
2012-13 Registration:  Please note the following:

· Current 8th graders:  registration information will be emailed on January 20.  Current 8th graders planning to return for 2012-13 will have until Jan 31 to re-register.  Unregistered spots will be offered to new students during the 1st week of Feb.

· Current 9th – 11th grades:  registration will take place in early - Feb.  You don’t need to do anything now

· Current 12th grade:  You don’t need to register for SPS for 2012-13!  Rejoice!

· Registration will involved the payment of the $300 registration fee.
Annual Fund:  Many thanks to those who have responded to my request.  For clarity, I offer the following:

· Almost all private schools conduct annual funds; many are high pressured; ours is not.

· The Annual Fund funds tactical, short term projects, e.g. technology, special programs (e.g. engineering).  The Capital Campaign funds large infrastructure projects (the $4 million La Salle Hall renovation.)

· You may “pledge” your gift and pay later or in installments (monthly, etc.). 

· While we are not sending requests to grandparents, every year a number of grandparents do donate to the school.  If you would like to inform your son’s grandparents of the drive, please do so – I’ll send them a nice “thank you” note, too!  Even a small donation ($5!) is welcome.

· Gifts of stock are welcome.

· No gift is too small. I repeat: no gift is too small! What’s important is that everyone participates.
· If you are contributing to the Capital Campaign or financially supporting SPS in some other way, I understand!  Thank you for your generosity

· Please consider helping if you have not already done so and are in a position to do so.  Many thanks!

Commemorative Brick Program:  Saint Paul’s Commemorative Brick Campaign is in full swing. For only $125, you can purchase a personalized brick that will be placed in the courtyard of La Salle Hall.  Complete information can be found in Wolf Tracks or on our web site (under Links.)  All the money collected from the Brick Program will go to the renovation of LaSalle Hall. ORDER NOW and spread the word!  Call the Development Office if you have any questions.

St. Peter Parish Confirmation Program will be registering sophomores (and juniors who have not yet been confirmed) for Confirmation classes.  There will be a registration and parents' meeting on Sun, Jan 15th at 6:30 p.m. in St. Mary's Hall.  At least one parent, without the child, should attend and bring a copy of their child's Baptismal Certificate and the $100 registration fee.  No one should refrain from registering for lack of ability to pay, so if this is an issue for anyone, contact Saint Peter (985-893-2047 or confirmation@stpeterparish.com)  Classes begin on Sun, Jan 22nd at 6:30 p.m.
A Look Ahead: 
January 16 – MLK Day Holiday

January 17 – Principal’s Assembly

January 24 – Pack Time

January 25 – 8th/9th Honor Roll Breakfast in SC

January 26 – 10th/11th Honor Roll Breakfast in SC

January 27 – Senior Honor Roll Breakfast in Cafeteria

January 28 – SAT Testing on Campus 
January 31 – Principal’s Assembly

February 3 – Senior/Faculty Volley Ball Game (Pep Rally Schedule)

February 6 – Parent Teacher meetings – 5:30-7:30 in Student Center

February 7 – Pack Time

February 11 – ACT testing on campus 

February 13 – Teacher In-service morning 7:45-9:15

February 14 – Principal’s Assembly

February 15/16 – Junior Unity Days/Angola Trips

February 17 – Faculty Retreat Day/ no classes

February 17-26 – Mardi Gras Holidays for students
February 28 – Pack Time

March 1 – Snack Day 

March 2 – End of 3rd Quarter

Even though it’s 2012, I will still close with a paraphrase of one of my favorite NPR radio shows:  well, it’s happened again – you’ve squandered perfectly good time reading my ramblings!  Again, please let me know if there’s an issue you would like me to address in my newsletters or a question you think applies to others.  

Know of my prayer for you and your family, especially as we begin the New Year!  Again, thanks for being part of the 2011-12 edition of Saint Paul’s! 
Brother Ray Bulliard, FSC

Hanging In There as the 17th Christian Brother Principal of Saint Paul’s School













