The Principal's Newsletter for January 23 – 29, 2012
I read the following last week from a book I stole, uh, “borrowed”, from our Provincial Office last October (please don’t tell our Provincial, Brother Tim!) and have just gotten around to reading.  The book is entitled John Baptist de La Salle and Special Education by Brother Othmar Wurth, FSC, a Swiss Brother who wrote the book in partial fulfillment of Brother’s degree in Education from the University of Fribourg, Switzerland. The book is speaking loudly to me.  I offered the following excerpt to our faculty this week and encouraged them to adopt much of what De La Salle proposes.  I humbly submit that it’s good advice for parents, too.  Just substitute “home” for “class” and “parent” for “teacher”:

De La Salle wanted his Brothers to create in their classes a spirit of quiet, orderliness, and calmness.  He warned teachers against unpredictability and talking too much.  The latter, he said, “is a major source of trouble in a school.”  A sense of serenity would be created by reserve and dignity, not by “having a severe appearance, showing anger, or using harsh words.”

What was needed, De La Salle told the Brothers, was a teacher whose demeanor was both firm and gentle, who conveyed a sense of affection for his students.  He warned them that the principal cause for absenteeism and truancy was that students have little love for a teacher who does not try to win them over, who does not have a pleasing personality, who puts on a face “like a prison door.”

The best way to keep children in school, even the wayward and maladjusted,  De La Salle said, was to make them like school, and this could be done only if true affection existed between teacher and students. 

Incidentally, he believed that singing could contribute to the serenity of the school – even if only as a variation in a very structured, academic day.  Thus, singing was part of the catechism lesson, and De La Salle put together several collections of hymns for that purpose.  In some, surprisingly perhaps, the music was that of popular tunes. Put simply, De La Salle insisted that the teacher love his students and seek to inspire a reciprocal love in them.

Wow.  I encouraged the teachers this week to put much of this into practice.  And I encourage parents, too!  Strive for a “quiet, orderly and calm” home.  Show affection.  Be predictable and gentle but firm.  And no “prison door faces!” Let me know if I go around with a “face like a prison door” –which no doubt is pretty often.  And less talking (and more listening), too!  And have the family sing!  I feel much better about all of the singing we do at Saint Paul’s! (Even my English class sang a Punctuation Rap on Punctuation Day!)  Let us draw on the educational genius that was John Baptist de La Salle to make Saint Paul’s and our homes even better places to grow up! 

Mon, Jan 23 (Regular Schedule; D E F G)

v TDIH:  In 1957, Wham-O toy company roll out the first batch of their aerodynamic plastic discs--now known to millions of fans as the Frisbee.  Toss a Frisbee today in honor of its birth!
Tue Jan 24 (Pack Time; A B C D)
 This Day in History:  In 1965, Sir Winston Leonard Spencer Churchill, the British leader who guided Great Britain and the Allies through the crisis of World War II, dies in London at the age of 90.  Churchill was a brilliant orator and writer and the source of some wonderful Churchillian quotations such as:  We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.  Google Winston Churchill quotations for a real treat today!
 National Belly Laugh Day:  Celebrate the gift of laughter today!  
 Soccer:  Varsity at Covington
 Basketball:  9th, JV, & Varsity v. Covington
Wed, Jan 25 (Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul; assembly schedule; E F G A)

· Happy Feast Day to our Provincial, Brother Tim Coldwell!
· Today's feast recalls the wonderful story of Saul of Tarsus being struck down and hearing the words "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute Me?"  May all of us continue our daily conversions away from sin and toward God!
 TDIH:  1924, the first Winter Olympics are held at Chamonix in the French Alps.
 Honor Roll Breakfast for grades 8 & 9 in the student center
 Wrestling at John Ehret
 Lasallian Formation:  Five Core Meal in cafeteria.  Many thanks to Jeaneen and her Lasallian colleagues for this powerful parent formation program.  We will them well.
 Alumni Association meeting in gym lobby
Thu, Jan 26 (Feast of St. Timothy &Titus; assembly schedule; B C D E)

 TDIH:  In 1725, Pope Benedict XIII recognized the Institute of the Brothers of the Christian Schools as an official Religious Congregation of the Church.  Saint La Salle had died five years earlier and the Brothers' future was uncertain.  Such Church approval, therefore, provided them with legitimacy, purpose, and promise.  We continue that work today here at SPS.
 Honor Roll Breakfast for grades 10 & 11 in student center
 Basketball:  8th & 9th v. Curtis
 Soccer:  8th v. Monteleone Jr Hi (5:30)
 Band Booster Meeting tonight.  Thanks, Boosters, for all that you do for the Marching Wolves!
Fri, Jan 27 (Feast of St. Angela Merici; regular schedule; F G A B)

 St. Angela Merici is known for her work in Catholic education by founding the Ursulines.  Did you know that Ursuline Academy in NO is the oldest Catholic school & continuously-Operating School for Women in the United States?
 TDIH:  In 1973, the United States, South Vietnam, Viet Cong, and North Vietnam formally sign "An Agreement Ending the War and Restoring Peace in Vietnam" in Paris bringing America’s most unpopular war to an end.
 Basketball:  Varsity at Mandeville
 Soccer:  Varsity v. Mandeville
 Student Center:  The Krewe of Olympia will hold its annual Lieutenants’ Party this evening
Sat, Jan 28 (Feast of St. Thomas Aquinas)

 St. Thomas Aquinas was a Catholic intellectual giant.  My personal favorite St. Thomas story is when he said that he learned more by kneeling at the foot of the crucifix than from all his university studies.
 TDIH:  In 1986, the space shuttle Challenger explodes just after liftoff, killing the seven astronauts aboard.
 SAT on Campus this morning:  Please do not disturb the testing area.
 Soccer:  8th in Rummel Tournament
 Basketball:  8th in Catholic League; 9th in Independence Tournament 
 Lacrosse:  Varsity, JV, Jr Hi in Sugar Bowl Tournament at Lafreniere Park in Metairie
 Wrestling:  Varsity in SPS Invitational
Sun, Jan 29 

 TDIH:  In 1845, Edgar Allan Poe's famous poem "The Raven," is published.  Enjoy rereading the poem today!
 For our Catholic families – please attend mass; for our non-Catholic families, please worship at the church, synagogue or mosque of your choice.  

 Lacrosse:  Wolves continue in Sugar Bowl Tournament

Condolences:  We offer our condolences and prayers to Mrs. Mary Pierson on the death last week of her mother.  While Mary’s mother had been in poor health for a while, the loss of a parent is always significant.  

Honor Roll Breakfasts: Second quarter HR breakfast schedule is: 8th & 9th grade on Wed, Jan 25 in the student center; 10th & 11th grade on Thu, Jan 26 in the student center, and 12th grade on Fri, Jan 27 in the cafeteria.  Time:  7:40-8:20.  HR is determined by second quarter grades, not semester grades.  HR invitations have been sent.  If your son made the honor roll but didn’t get an invitation, let us know or just come on to the breakfast!
Announcement:  I regret to announce the impending retirement, probably effective at the end of this week, of Mrs. Judy Martin.  Not only is Judy dealing with her own health issues, but her husband, Dan, has just been diagnosed with his own set of health issues.  Dan’s needs will require all of Judy’s attention.  This was a very difficult decision for both of them.  Judy has served faithfully at Saint Paul’s since August of 1984.  She has built an outstanding social studies department and instituted a number of extracurricular offerings, most notably the Young Lawyers Program.  She has been recognized for her dedication to and knowledge of the teaching profession.  She is Lasallian in every respect.  And with Dan faithfully with her for most of these years, we got a “twofer” in Judy.  She and Dan carry with them our prayer and best wishes for God’s blessing.  They will always be part of Saint Paul’s School.  Once again, several of our teachers will take over Judy’s classes on a permanent basis for the remainder of the year.  I am most grateful to them.

Doug Donahue Update:  Mr. Donahue has returned home and is receiving home health services. While he has a long road to recovery ahead of him, we are grateful for this almost miraculous recovery.  His wife, Dianne, is taking good care of him.

Guidance Department:  Our guidance department made the move into La Salle Hall last week.  They are still putting finishing touches on phone and computer systems, so please be patience.  Call the receptionist or me if you can’t reach a counselor and we’ll help you connect.  And feel free to visit the new guidance department when on campus!  It’s great!
Concussions:  The LHSAA has notified the schools that CNN will air on Jan 29 at 7 pm a special on concussions in high school athletes on January 29, 2012 at 7:00 pm. (CST) called “Big Hits, Broken Dreams."  This topic continues to gain much attention and, again, I’m proud of the proactive stance our coaching staff has adopted.  The following link that takes you to the CNN Web site for a short trailer on the presentation: http://www.cnn.com/video/#/video/sports/2011/11/11/gupta-big-hits-broken-dreams-trailer.cnn
More from Psychemedics (our drug testing company):  There is a popular trend among young people who try to beat urine tests -- ingesting bleach. Household bleach strips chemicals and odors from surfaces, so you can only imagine what it does when consumed. Not only can it eat away at your esophagus and cause bodily damage, it can also cause death.  Ouch!  Please warn your children!
Musings on Last Week:

· Congrats to Football Program for being awarded the first St. Tammany Parish Klass, Inc. Trophy which is given to the best regular season program among the 11 high schools in St. Tammany parish.
· Congrats to Soccer Team for great Varsity wins over Northshore and Fontainebleau (in double overtime!)  And the 9th grade won the SPS Tournament!  And JV is still alive the JV tournament!  Go Soccer Wolves!
· Congrats to the Basketball Team for their hard play and determination last week.
· If you are on campus at 6 am, stroll to the football field to see our baseball wolves preparing for their season!
· Congrats to the guidance department for completing their move to La Salle Hall.  Their new digs look great!
· Congrats to the Science Department for another successful Science Fair.  The scientists of the future are very creative!
· Congrats to our wrestlers who represented us well in Atlanta at the Prep Slam Tournament held at Holy Innocents School!  Talk about a strange juxtaposition of names!  The team finished 8th out of 40 regional teams!
· The Fighting Math Wolves were up and at ‘em again early Sat morning, sharpening their pencils and charging their calculators in preparation for the Catholic High Math Tournament.  Results to follow.
· Congrats to the Iron Wolves for their great showing Saturday at the PJP Meet.  I already hear Charles-Marie Widor playing at an upcoming assembly!
· And thanks to Brother Ken and the Right to Life Wolves who traveled to Washington for the annual March for Life.
· And our Lacrosse Wolves performed well, too.  The JV won over Northshore League, 10-3. Varsity won over Northshore League 14-6.   The Freshmen team played well and made us proud with a big victory over Catholic High in B.R. 15-7. Many thanks to the crowds and students who came out to support our lacrosse wolves.
· Congratulations to junior Connor Campo for being named St. Tammany Parish male athlete of the week by the Times Picayune. 
January 17 Assembly:  I hope the students enjoyed our January 17 assembly.  Here’s some of what we did:

· Listened to American contemporary composer Aaron Copeland’s “Fanfare for the Common Man.” I explained how Copeland is considered a major composer who captured the American pioneering spirit and that his evokes the vast American landscape.  I explained how this Fanfare, used in so many settings, was composed in 1942 to celebrate the dignity of all people – exactly why we honored Dr. Martin Luther King the day before.  I exhorted the students to treat all with respect and judge people, in Dr. King’s words, by the content of their character – a very Lasallian thing to do.  As junior Kevin Nelson lit our prayer candle, we remembered Mrs. Lena Mullet, grandmother of senior Andrew; Mrs. Sheila Weilbaecher, mother in law of math teacher Mr. Mike Boudreaux; Mrs. Lucille Sarrat, great aunt to junior Noel Pilie and who was a long time outstanding teacher at SSA; Mrs. Barbara Songy, great grandmother to 8th grader Hayden Loeb and who was a long time cafeteria manager at Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Kenner; and junior Michael Cristina’s step brother, Stephen.  We also prayed for all our families dealing with sickness.

· Introduced Mr. Vincent Klass from Klass, Inc.  Mr. Klass, a St. Tammany businessman, instituted a new award this year that recognized the outstanding football program of the 11 St. Tammany Parish High Schools.  Saint Paul’s was honored to be the recipient of the first trophy – which is very beautiful and striking.  We thanked Mr. Klass for this award and hope that he has cause to visit our school again in the future!

· Recognized and congratulated senior Andrew Mullet for earning PERFECT scores of 800 on both the SAT Math test and SAT Math Subject Matter Test – an outstanding accomplishment!

· Recognized and congratulated the following for making PERFECT scores of 36 on ACT subject matter tests:  Joel Buhler (English), Dane Stubbs (Reading), and Alex Zinsel (Reading).  Well done, Wolves!

· Recognized and congratulated the 8th grade soccer wolves for winning two trophies in the past few weeks:  1st place in the Brother Martin Crusader Invitational and 2nd place in the SPS 8th grade tournament.  The 8th grade captains presented the trophies to AD Craig Ketelsen.

· Recognized and congratulated the recently inducted members of Mu Alpha Theta Math Honor Society:  Zach Albright, John Brands, Beau Briggs, Michael Brown, Michael Burke, Adam Cannon, Christian Caragliano, Grant Connolly, Patrick Danner, Jack Dubreuil, Tucker Faust, John Grab, David heap, Jacob Hewson, Jordan Jacob, Parker Jaquillard, Matt Johnston, Kyle Katich, Nicholas Lacoste, Robert Lacroix, John Larsen, Sean Lavin, Bryan Livaudais, Jacob McWilliams, Chris Meraux, Reid Michaelis, Samuel Pearce, Matthew Rader, Zachary Richard, Kenneth Ross, Jack Ruli, Thomas Ruli, Nicholas Sibley, Brennan Skinner, Colin Skinner, Mitch St. Pierre, Michael Stewart, William Warwick, Matthew Wirt, & Peter Yager

· Congratulated freshman Stephen Hammond for being named to the 9th grade all tournament team in the Country Day basketball tournament last weekend.

· Congratulated basketball, soccer, lacrosse, and wrestling for their great athletic accomplishments of late.
 We then ran out of time, so we sang the SPS fight song and ended with junior Collin D’Angelo extinguishing the prayer candle and my reminding the students what the candle represent – the love of God.  I exhorted them to leave the gym and spread God’s love to all whom they meet, treating all with respect.  They exited to the sounds of “Fanfare for the Common Man.”  It was a great assembly!
2012-13 Registration:  Please note the following:

· Current 8th graders:  registration information emailed on January 20.  Current 8th graders planning to return for 2012-13 have until Jan 31 to re-register.  Unregistered spots will be offered to new students during the 1st week of Feb.  Please contact me if you have any questions or problems.

· Current 9th – 11th grades:  registration will take place during the first two weeks of February.  You will be emailed your registration information on Feb 1 and will have until Feb 15 to register.

·  Current 12th grade:  You don’t need to register for SPS for 2012-13!  Rejoice!

· Registration will involved the payment of the $300 registration fee.
HELP!  Annual Fund:  Many thanks to those who have responded to my request.  For clarity, I offer the following:

· No gift is too small. I repeat: no gift is too small!  The Trustees are pressuring me to increase participation!
· Almost all private schools conduct annual funds; many are high pressured; ours is not.

· The Annual Fund funds tactical, short term projects, e.g. technology, special programs (e.g. engineering).  The Capital Campaign funds large infrastructure projects (the $4 million La Salle Hall renovation.)

· You may “pledge” and pay later or in installments (e.g. monthly).  You may charge your gift on our website.

· While we are not sending requests to grandparents, every year a number of grandparents do donate to the school.  If you would like to inform your son’s grandparents of the drive, please do so – I’ll send them a nice “thank you” note, too!  Even a small donation ($5!) is welcome.

· Gifts of stock are welcome.

· If you are contributing to the Capital Campaign or financially supporting SPS in some other way, I understand!  Thank you for your generosity

· Please consider helping if you have not already done so and are in a position to do so.  Many thanks!

Commemorative Brick Program:  Saint Paul’s Commemorative Brick Campaign is in full swing. For only $125, you can purchase a personalized brick that will be placed in the courtyard of La Salle Hall.  Complete information can be found in Wolf Tracks or on our web site (under Links.)  All the money collected from the Brick Program will go to the renovation of LaSalle Hall. ORDER NOW and spread the word!  Call the Development Office if you have any questions.

The Marching Wolves:  The band is holding its third annual March-A-Thon,  one of their major fundraisers.  Contributors pledge so much per mile walked during Mardi Gras or they can simply donate a flat amount. This year, if you pledge $30 or more, your name goes into a raffle for a week at a condo in Perdido Key.  If you want to help, contact any Marching Wolf or Golden Blue. 

Cell Phones for Soldiers:  St. Paul's Student Council has extended their Cellphones for Soldiers Drive. If you have any old phones or chargers, please send them via your son to the SPS library by Wednesday the 25th. 

Humor of the Week:  More from that SPS mom!

A Rabbi said to a precocious six-year-old boy, "So your mother says your prayers for you each night? That's very commendable. What does she say?" The little boy replied, "Thank God he's in bed!"

When my daughter, Kelli, said her bedtime prayers, she would bless every family member, every friend, and every animal. For several weeks, after we had finished the nightly prayer, Kelli would say, "And all girls." This soon became part of her nightly routine, to include this closing. My curiosity got the best of me and I asked her, "Kelli, why do you always add the part about all girls?" Her response was "Because everybody always finish their prayers by saying 'All Men'!

Little Johnny and his family were having Sunday dinner at his Grandmother's house. Everyone was seated around the table as the food was being served. When Little Johnny received his plate, he started eating right away. "Johnny! Please wait until we say our prayer." said his mother. "I don't need to," the boy replied. "Of course, you do "his mother insisted."We always say a prayer before eating at our house." "That's at our house." Johnny explained. "But this is Grandma's house and she knows how to cook. 

A Look Ahead

January 28 – SAT Testing on Campus 
January 31 – Principal’s Assembly

February 3 – Senior/Faculty Volley Ball Game (Pep Rally Schedule)

February 6 – Parent-Teacher meetings – 5:30-7:30 in Student Center

February 7 – Pack Time

February 11 – ACT testing on campus 

February 13 – Teacher In-service – LATE start (9:15)

February 14 – Principal’s Assembly

February 15/16 – Junior Unity Days/Angola Trips

February 17 – Faculty Retreat – no classes

February 20-24 – Mardi Gras holidays

February 28 – Pack Time

March 1 – Snack Day 

March 2 – End of 3rd Quarter

March 5 – Senior Day at OLL with Archbishop Aymond

March 6 – Principal’s Assembly 

March 9 – Career Day for Seniors

March 12 – St. Joseph Altar (all periods meet)

March 13 – Pack Time

March 16 – Celebrity Waiters Event

March 18 – Mother/Son Brunch in SC

March 19 – Late start for Teacher In-Service

March 20 – Principal’s Assembly

March 22 – Spring Musical (West Side Story) Opens

Even though it’s 2012, I will still close with a paraphrase of one of my favorite NPR radio shows:  well, it’s happened again – you’ve squandered perfectly good time reading my ramblings!  Again, please let me know if there’s an issue you would like me to address in my newsletters or a question you think applies to others.  

Know of my prayer for you and your family, especially as we begin the New Year!  Again, thanks for being part of the 2011-12 edition of Saint Paul’s! 
Have a very Lasallian week as you provide quality education, build an inclusive community, show respect for all, have concern for the poor & social justice, and demonstrate faith in God’s presence!
Brother Ray Bulliard, FSC

By the Grace of God, 17th Christian Brother Principal of Saint Paul’s School













