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News and Notes  

Hereford Middle  School  

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

 

Welcome back to school from our winter holiday.  I 

would like to wish you a happy and healthy New Year. 

 

The second quarter ended on January 20th.  Report cards 

will be issued on Thursday, February 2nd.  Please take 

some time to review your child’s progress for the first 

semester.  We encourage our students to view school as 

their work and report cards are their wages for a job well 

done.  Praise your children where warranted and encour-

age them where needed.  Interims will be distributed on 

February 23rd.  Parent conferences are scheduled for 

February 29th. 

Please know also that you are welcome to meet with teachers whenever a concern rises.  Email continues 

to be the best way to reach any staff member and email addresses are readily available on our website.  

Also, Edline is a great way to stay informed on your child’s progress.  If you have any questions about 

your Edline account, please contact Mr. Chris Putnam at cputnam@bcps.org for assistance. 

 

Our magazine fundraiser begins Thursday, February 16th.  The money that the school earns goes directly 

towards school technology, student incentives, field trips, guest speakers, special supplies, etc.  We 

greatly appreciate your support! 

 

As always, please contact me at cwalrod@bcps.org with any suggestions or concerns you may have. 

 

  Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

  Catherine P. Walrod 

  Principal 
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Greetings from your PTA… 
 
On behalf of the Hereford Middle School PTA, happy holidays to all. The PTA has 

been busy over the past few months, but still needs your support. Working together is 

what makes Hereford Middle one of the top middle schools in the state of Maryland. 

Your involvement is essential to our continued success. Please consider attending PTA 

meetings because your input is always welcome and appreciated! Our next PTA meet-

ing is scheduled for February 7, 2012 @ 6:00 p.m. 

 

It’s never too late to volunteer at HMS. If you have time, please consider signing up to 

volunteer. Please contact Sheila Borror if you would like to sign up to help with any of 

our committees.   

 

Our goals have remained the same throughout the school year. We want to continue to 

provide support to the HMS staff in order to continue the level of excellence we have 

already achieved. We still want to contribute to the technology fund the school has es-

tablished. To be the best, we need the latest technology. It’s never too late to donate to 

our DIRECT DONATION CAMPAIGN because this money will go directly to the 

technology fund which directly benefits your child’s future! Please contact Kim Gray-

bill if you would like to make a tax deductable donation to the HMS PTA.  

 

Our school directories are out. Please let any of the PTA Executive Board members 

know if you did not receive your copy. We have a few extras so if you would like to 

purchase one, please let me know!  

 

I also want to take this opportunity to thank all of the parents, grandparents, teachers 

and students who have donated to the PTA this year. Even though we have fallen 

slightly short of our goal, we have been able to support clubs and teachers already this 

year. Again, it is never too late to donate so that we can contribute $5000 to the tech-

nology fund to support our students’ future.  

 

 

For more information, please contact kimgraybill@comcast.net. Please don’t hesitate 

to contact any of the board members if you have any questions, ideas or concerns. 

Together we can make this another fabulous school year for our kids! 
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Closings, Delays, Cancellations, & Postponements 
 

 

With winter here, PLEASE take this time to review with your child(ren) what plans you 

have in place if school is delayed or dismissed early due to inclement weather conditions.  

This is also a good time to review your home copy of the Emergency Dismissal Plan 

that was completed at the beginning of the school year.  This will help to eliminate the 

numerous phone calls to/from the school for early dismissal arrangements/

confirmation.  All students have also been instructed to know their bus number!  The after

-school Play Centers (Spirit) program is also cancelled when schools close early.   

 

Information about school operations is announced publicly as soon as possible on local 

radio and television stations and other media including the Internet. 

 

 BCPS Web Home Page links to page displaying emergency announcements 

 The Education Channel, Comcast Cable Channel 73 or Verizon Channel 34 

 BCPS Telephone Information at 410-887-5555 

 Local radio and television stations 

 

**PLEASE DO NOT CALL SCHOOLS FOR INFORMATION** 
 

When the Superintendent of Baltimore County Public Schools decides to close or delay 

school openings because of inclement weather, the decision is made with great care and 

deliberation.  Many aspects of school operations are affected….bus and staff schedules 

must be altered; parents must be notified; and the media must be informed.  Timing is cru-

cial, as BCPS is a large school system with more than 103,000 students. 

 

If schools need to close early, or if afternoon or eve-

ning programs are to be cancelled, the decision will 

be made as much in advance as possible.  If schools 

are to be delayed or closed for the day, an announce-

ment will be made/posted by 5:30 a.m. 

 

Once the decision is made, it is communicated within 

minutes to the media, to the BCPS web site, and to 

the Education Channels, the BCPS school status in-

formation phone line, and to parents and the commu-

nity.  Safe-guards are provided to ensure that the in-

formation is accurate, up-to-date, and reliable. 



  
 

HMS has an app!  We are the first middle school and possibly the first school in Baltimore County to have our 
very own app.  You can download it to your iPhone or iPod touch by going to  
www.app.cat/herefordmiddleschool .   Download it for free and stay up to date with school news and infor-
mation.  At this point the app only works on the iPhone/iPod touch but hopefully it will be expanded to differ-
ent platforms soon so keep checking!  Help spread the word by adding a link to your facebook or twitter page!  
The more widely it is used and shared the more pertinent it will become.  
 
HMS Library will be sponsoring the HMS Spelling Bee on February 7, 2012 from 3-4:30 in the Cafetorium.   
The language arts classes held spelling bees before winter break and the winners of the classroom bees were 
invited to participate in the school wide bee.  The school winner will represent HMS at the 7th Annual Balti-
more Spelling Bee held Saturday, March 10, 2012 at Towson University.   
 
The student book club will be meeting on February 14th from 2:10 until 3:00 so please encourage your stu-
dents to attend and begin making travel arrangements.  If you student is going to attend remind them to pick 
up a permission letter from the library. 

 

                                                                                      LIBRARY GIFT FUND 

 

Are you looking for a unique way to recognize your child on their birthday?  A contribution to the Hereford 
Middle School Library Gift Fund is a meaningful way to honor their special day and help support our school 
library!  For a $25 donation, a new book will be purchased for the school library and inscribed with your 
child's name and any personal message you'd like to include.  Your child will be the first to borrow and enjoy 
this new book and the book's inscription will provide a lasting tribute to them.  Your child's name will also be 
posted on the library bulletin board and they will be acknowledged on the school's morning announcements.   
 
A letter will be sent home during your child's birthday month explaining how to participate in this wonderful 
program.  Please look for it and if you have any questions, please contact Chris Carpenter at (410) 357-8214 
or ccarpenter49@comcast.net.  This letter is also available at any time on the Hereford Middle School PTA's 
website.  You can find it at herefordmiddlepta.org/forms. 

  

 

  

  Library News 
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SEXTING. . . . . ―What Is It?‖  
 

Sexting is sending or forwarding sexually provocative photos, videos, or messages 
 

Most cell phones now have photo and video sharing capabilities.  Remind your child that with greater 

privilege comes greater responsibility. 

 

What can YOU do? 

 

 Make sure your child knows that taking photos and videos and 

then posting them without the person’s permission is not accept-

able and can earn serious consequences. 

 Talk to your child about treating others the same way they want to 

be treated.  Manners should be used with cell phones, too! 

 Many cell phones have apps that allow users to post to Facebook 

or other sites.  Remind your children not to post everything - such 

as telling the whole world that you’re on vacation and no one is 

watching the house! 

 Decide on the right options for your child’s phone.  If you’re con-

cerned about web access for example, turn off the web feature on 

the phone. 
 

HMS REMINDERS. . . . . . . 
 

Phone Messages:  
 

Phone messages will only be given to students if an ―emergency‖ situation arises.  We try very 

hard to keep interruptions to instruction to a minimum.  Again, we thank you for your help with 

this. 
 

 

Dropped Off Items: 
 

Items will be placed in appropriate grade lunch baskets to be distributed to student(s) during 

their lunch shift.  If your student has called you and/or is aware that an item is being brought in, 

IT IS the student’s RESPONSIBILITY to come to the office to pick up.  So your child is aware 

when to pick up, please let them know the estimated time you will be dropping the item off.  The 

Front Office will not interrupt classroom time to call for the student to pick up. 
 

 



MSA Testing Schedule (03/12/12 - 03/21/12) 
 

03/12/12 6th grade Math   03/20/12 7th grade Reading 

03/13/12 6th grade Math     8th grade Math 

 

03/14/12 7th grade Math   03/21/12 7th grade Reading 

  8th grade Reading     8th grade Math 

 

03/15/12 7th grade Math 

  8th grade Reading    

 

03/16/12 6th grade Reading    

03/19/12 6th grade Reading 

 

It’s that time of year . . . . for runny 

noses, sneezing and coughing!   HMS 

is asking for your help this cold sea-

son by donating a box of Kleenex.   

 

If you’re able to 

donate, please 

have your student 

drop off a box to 

the Front Office 

and we will make 

sure it gets to the 

classroom. 
 

HELP WANTED: 
 

The Baltimore County Central Area Transportation 

division is currently experiencing a shortage of substi-

tute bus drivers.  If you have an interest, please con-

tact them at 410-887-1898. 

My Neighbors Foundation is sponsoring Maple Magic on Sunday, February 19th from 2:00-4:00 p.m. at Ladew Topiary Gar-

dens.  Come experience the process of making real maple syrup.  Participate in an outdoor presentation, followed by a nature hike 

where you’ll identify trees, observe tapped maple trees, collect some sap and boil it down to make yummy, golden brown syrup.  

End the day with tasty treats of Ladew syrup, maple candy, and mini-pancakes! 

 

All ages are welcome (ages 4 and up recommended) with advanced registration and payment preferred.  To register, please con-

tact Sheryl Pedrick at 410-557-9570 ext. 226, or at spedrick@ladewgardens.com 

 

Adults  $10 

Seniors (62+)  $8 

Students  $8 

Children (ages 2-12)  $5 
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PTA REFLECTIONS Program                                                                                                        

2011-2012 ñDiversity Meansé..ò Results 

 

Literature Category: 

 

Award of Excellence (1st place):  Britton Townsley 

 

Photography Category: 

 

Award of Excellence (1st place):  Danielle Saman 

Award of Merit (2nd - 4th):  Nicholas Townsley 

Honorable Mention: Madison Feser 

                                      Emily Hoover 

                                      William Reynolds IV 

                                      Danielle Saman 

                                      Craig Stone  

 

Visual Arts Category: 

 

Award of Excellence (1st place):  Britton Townsley 

Award of Merit (2nd ):  Alicia Kozlowski 

Award of Merit (3rd):   Grace Pfarr 

Award of Merit (4th):   Jessica Wittich 

Honorable Mention:     Anika Breza   

       Hana Day 

                                        Haley Jolly 

                                        Sophie Miller 

Grace Pfarr was our final entry winner of an iTunes gift card!   

 

All participants in the local HMS PTA Reflections Art Program will receive a letter of achieve-

ment and a ribbon signifying their participation and effort!  Entries and ribbons can be picked 

up by visiting Mrs. Pagani. 

 

The entries for the HMS winners of Award of Excellence and Award of Merit will move on to 

the next level of judging for Baltimore County.  Winners at this level will be notified directly 

by mail and will be invited to an awards ceremony in March. 

 

Next year‘s Reflections theme will be, ‗The Magic of a Moment…‘  Start thinking of ideas 

now! 



MARCH MADNESS  

 

  

The SADD Club of Hereford High School has once again invited Hereford Middle School students, 

their parents, and families to a night of fun-filled basketball and entertainment at the high 

school.  The proceeds from the night will benefit the Taylor Cunningham and Joey Baseman Scholar-

ship Funds.  Taylor and Joey were both Hereford Middle and then Hereford High students who were 

killed in separate car accidents during the 2005-2006 school year.  Scholarships have been awarded 

each year to graduating Hereford Seniors in Taylorõs and Joeyõs memories.  The major fundraiser for 

both scholarship funds is March Madness. 

  

On FRIDAY, MARCH 16th, teams of students from Hereford High and the 8th grade basketball teams 

from Hereford Middle, plus faculty members of both schools will have the opportunity to entertain 

all of those who attend with their basketball òskillsó.  Will the middle school teachers FINALLY take 

possession of the faculty trophy this year?  

  

Tickets and tee shirts for the event will be sold at Hereford Middle during lunch shifts the week be-

fore March Madness.  Each year the event has sold out so make plans to purchase tickets and tee 

shirts ahead of time. 

  

There will be opportunities to win prizes and to purchase food, drinks and candy.  

 

The March Madness Committee and the members of SADD at Hereford High School are asking for 

financial contributions from the community.  If you are interested in being a sponsor please contact 

Kim Cunningham (Hereford Middle) at ecunningham@bcps.org or Erin Pearson Czan (Hereford High) 

at eczan@bcps.org. 
 

Please come and join the Hereford community for an entertaining evening in support of a good cause. 
 

SAVE THE DATE 

MARCH MADNESS 

Friday, March 16, 2012 @ Hereford High School 

7-9 p.m. 
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Bay Days 2012– canoes needed 
Mrs. Kohlenstein-  

 

Dear HMS Parents, 

 As some of you already know, 

I am in charge of our Bay Days activi-

ties for our eighth graders every year. 

During our Gunpowder portion of Bay 

Days, we all go to the Bunker Hill loca-

tion (right near Hereford High) in order 

to rotate through various stations. Even 

though students don’t have time to visit 

every station, we try our best to give 

them a great variety of activities. 

 It is certainly not a great sur-

prise that the most liked station each 

year is the one that involves canoes. 

Students love it because they are ac-

tively participating and usually because 

they end up very wet. In the past, we 

have been able to borrow canoes from 

Baltimore County Public Schools as 

well as one other source. Sadly, the 

canoes that we get from the county are very old and ―beat up‖. Last year, there were several that we simply could not use at all be-

cause of their poor condition. This meant that fewer students were able to canoe than we anticipated and those who did get a chance 

had less time out on the river. 

 Now it is time for me to start planning Gunpowder Day for this year’s eighth grade. I would love to include a canoe station 

because it is so much fun to watch our eighth graders on the water, but I am worried that we just won’t have enough canoes on hand 

to do so.  I do have a few possible solutions to my canoe problem, but that is where I need some help from our wonderful Hereford 

community!! 

 Do you have any connections with a company that rents canoes? If so, would you be able to arrange for us to borrow some 

canoes on Thursday, May 31st? Maybe you have a canoe at home that you would be willing to lend us for the day?? Do you have a 

neighbor who has several canoes that he or she never uses and wants to donate to our school?? Would you be able to arrange for 

transporting the canoe(s) to Bunker Hill the morning of May 31st?? 

 If you can lend a hand, I would love to talk to you as soon as possible. Please either call me at 410-887-7902 or email me at 

pkohlenstein@bcps.org. Thanks so much in advance for your support. 

 

Sincerely, 

Pam Kohlenstein 

Bay Days Chairperson 

Bay Days Presentation 

Parents– For full informa-

tion on the Bay Days events 

and trips you can view the 

presentation video that was 

shown to students online. 

Go to this link to view the 

video  

clickHERE  

MAY 31st– Gunpowder trip  

and ―Crab Feast‖ 

JUNE 1st– field trips 

WHMS Morning News—  

-don’t forget, we broadcast daily. Keep 

up with all the events at school—  

shows are taped and posted online by 

8:30 most mornings. Go to our school 

Edline site and click on ―Daily TV 

News‖ 

Over 340 videos posted and counting! 

Click HERE for the direct link 
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Engineering Club news- 
Robotics teams had great success in their first competition.  93 teams competed at 

the Maryland State Fairgrounds on Nov 19th.  Our team, 1406C finished on the win-

ning alliance for the middle school division!  Way to go!!  The 1406C team consists 

of Alan Baumeister, Jeremy Green, Brady Nemec, and Nico Corradetti. 

Our next competitions are coming up: 

February 25th– BCPS STEM Fair at Sollers Point High School 

March 10th - VEX Mid-Atlantic Championships at 4H building/Westminster, MD 

*all competitions are from 9am to 4pm and admission is 

always free 

Check out our edline club site >click HERE 

 

At Left– members of the ―Leadership 

Baltimore County‖ group listen in-

tently as the 1406c team explains how 

their robot operates.  The Leadership 

group visited HMS recently. The club 

did a fantastic job of demonstrating 

how robotics integrates, science, math, 

engineering, and Technology. 

Above and right, our teams at the BCPS Open event on 

November 19th.  See more pictures and information at our 

Edline club page 

http://www.edline.net/pages/Hereford_Middle_School/Clubs_Activities/Engineering_Club


HEREFORD MIDDLE SCHOOL CALENDAR 
 

 

 

February 
     2 Report Cards distributed 

     7 Spelling Bee, cafeteria, 3:00 - 4:30 p.m. 

        14-15 Hoops for Heart (P/E classes) 

                      16 Magazine Drive Kick-off! 

                      20 Presidents’ Day (Schools/Offices closed) 

                      23 Interims distributed 

                      29 Parent Conferences, 2:30 - 4:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

March 
      5 Spring Pictures (7th & 8th grades) 

     6 Spring Pictures (6th grade) 

        12-21 MSA Testing (see Testing Schedule) 

                      30 3rd Marking Period ends 

   (School closes 3-hours early) 
 

 

 

April          

             2-9 Easter/Spring Break (Schools/Offices closed) 

                      10 Schools reopen 

                 16-23 Science MSA Testing (8th grade) 

                      19 Report Cards distributed 

             25 5th Grade Parent Orientation (6:00 - 7:30 p.m.) 

                      27 Steel Band Concert/GT Art Show/Bingo Night 

   (5:00 - 9:00 p.m.) 
 

 

 


